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Q How is it being 30 years of  
age?

It is amazing! We achieved so many 
things when there were no adequate 
laws and regulations in the banking 
and financial sector in the 1990s, and 
limited financial inclusion. 

When ACLEDA Bank started 
as an NGO for small and micro – 
development and small enterprises, 
becoming a specialised bank in 2000, 
we started to provide micro and small 
commercial loans. 

Yes, I am happy – happy because 
we have grown together with all 
stakeholders and not alone – our 
success came with the support from 
the government, shareholders, board 
of directors, management and staff; 
and valued customers.

As a bank we want to provide the 
best to all stakeholders, the private 
and public sector, micro businesses, so 
they are able to manage their finances 
properly. We want to provide an 
effective tool to empower them.

 

Q How would you summarise 
AcledA’s 30-year growth story?

When we started the CMB/92/010 
project in 1992, we looked at four 
major sustainability components 
– organisational sustainability; 
programme sustainability in providing 
loans to micro, small and medium 
enterprises (MSMEs); technical 
sustainability – creating credit 
manuals, operation manuals and 
customer education manuals ourselves 
and our customers; and financial 
sustainability. 

We achieved these targets in 
late1997, and we then started to 
work towards transforming into a 
specialised bank. 

From 2000 to 2003, we saw the 
demand for financial services triple, 
such as demand for loans and fund 
transfers. So the bank decided to triple 
its paid-up capital from $4 million in 
2000 to $13 million in 2003. 

We were clear-eyed and saw the 
broader picture. Why were so many 
banks concentrated only in Phnom 
Penh – at least 90 per cent of them? 

We then pushed our expansion into 
the rural provinces to provide loans to 
micro and small businesses.  

 

Q How did you take your services to 
the Kingdom’s remote corners?

In 2000 we realised that Cambodia 
had telecommunications infrastructure 
advantages like fibre optics, but banks 
were not using them. 

Most banks functioned offline – 
we relied on fax machines that were 
troublesome, sometimes signatures were 

not clear, and when there were power 
cuts, there were security and verification 
issues. We wasted a lot of time. 

So we decided to lease the new fibre 
optic cables from the government. We 
introduced online banking and invested 
in Swiss Temenos T24 software and the 
bank’s business grew exponentially. 

Our savings grew fast – from 200 
per cent to 300 per cent – and so did 
our loans. 

But when we reached some 
provinces, like Pailin, there were no 
fibre optics, so we had to lease small 
satellites from the Department of 
Telecommunications. 

Our aim was to provide online 
connections throughout the country. 
This was significant expansion, 
not only in terms of branches 
and offices, but in network and 
telecommunications as well. 

 

Q And then you took the leap into the 
digital sphere? 

Our vision is to provide superior 
financial services to customers of all 
segments of the community.  

In 2007 we invested in 
infrastructure – branches and offices 
or traditional infrastructure, and then 
electronic infrastructure – ATMs, point 
of sale (POS) and the internet.  

We established 4,462 POS terminals 
and 909 ATMs across the country. 

But ATMs cannot be located in 
all villages. So the third – digital 

infrastructure – really came into the 
picture. 

 

Q Has the bank achieved its core 
visions as set out in the early days? 

 
Yes, absolutely. We have brought 

financial services from Phnom Penh 
to the provinces as our mission is 
to serve all segments. We brought 
banking education nationwide. People 
did not have access to formal banking 
before but that has changed. 

Now they have access to 
traditional banking, as well as 
electronic and digital banking. 

People in the countryside can 
access their bank accounts, save or 
transfer money like other people in 
more affluent areas.  

Q How has AcledA helped to 
expedite financial inclusion?

ACLEDA Bank is the pioneer in 
Cambodia in promoting financial 
inclusion, because when we started 
we wanted to open financial access 
up to those who did not have access 
to banks. Some people borrow 
from money lenders. We 
even lend money to the 
destitute. 

I asked a vagrant what 
he would do if he had $20, and he 
said he would sell fried bananas. So I 
experimented by loaning him $20 and 
he started a stall. 

And I lent $30 to a lady who used 
to live in a hut in Kien Svay and she 
too started to sell chek chean – crispy 
banana fritters. 

Our focus is on vulnerable groups 
who do not have access to the formal 
financial sector – we don’t ask for 
documents. 

That is the reason we open branches 
even in rural areas, so that we can be 
close to the borrowers and understand 
their business needs. 

 

Q AcledA Bank overcame the 1997 
Asian Financial crisis, the 2008 

Global Financial crisis and now the 
pandemic? How was that possible?

Well, during the Asian crisis, we 
worked as an institution for MSME 
development and Cambodia was a 
dollarised economy, so we were not 
impacted. 

During the global financial crisis, 
ACLEDA Bank had a good record and 
our loan size was small because we 
were working with MSMEs. 

Our small loans were for short term 
–18 months only. So there was no 
significant impact on the bank, and 
we managed to register strong growth. 
We diversified our risk. Our housing loan 
portfolio was less than five per cent then. 

We don’t give loans against collateral 
but based on cash flow. We don’t ask 
our customers for their land as collateral 
but look at their business plans – that is 
our secret. 

The pandemic could not stop 
ACLEDA Bank because our digital 
expansion benefited us. Customers were 
scared to come to the bank or touch 
money but we managed to convince 
them to use our mobile app. 

That helped in digital loan 
applications and mobilise savings.  

  

Q You are reading crossing 
continents:  A History of  

Standard chartered Bank? 
 Yes, I am reading Crossing 

Continents. We want to go beyond 
regional borders. 

I first went to Vietnam but they 
asked me to come back because our 
paid-up capital then was small. I then 
went to Laos in 2008 to expand our 
regional presence. 

We later established branches in 
Myanmar, and it was easier there 
because the economic conditions there 

at the time were similar to ours – the 
country was still developing and there 
was a demand for micro-loans. 

 

Q Is there a plan in place for when you 
retire?

The succession plan has been 
planned in advance. For all senior 
positions there is a succession plan. 

We have been training and coaching 
suitable people, and we will pick the 
most outstanding person when I retire. 

 Q could a woman be at the helm of 
AcledA Bank?

 
Why not? A woman could of 

course replace me! We have many 
female staff – of the 12,081 workforce, 
40.74 per cent are female, and in the 
headquarters 33.33 per cent of our 
staff strength are women too.

Q What prompted you to take the 
bank public? 

As we pride ourselves on being “the 
Bank You Can Trust, the Bank for the 
People”, we wanted our customers to 
enjoy our success too. 

So in May 2020 we listed ACLEDA 
Bank on the Cambodia Securities 
Exchange. And our customers became 
shareholders. 

We are doing well and paid 
good dividends, and that makes our 
shareholders happy.  

Q Basic earnings per share rose to 
0.33 cents in 2020 from 0.29 in 

2019 – can you match this in 2022?
We can improve significantly in 

2022. We have all the support to 
achieve better figures and grow with 
our successful customers. 

I believe we can do better because 
of our digital infrastructure and also 
because the way the government 
efficiently managed the Covid-19 
pandemic, with businesses benefiting 
from this. 

And ACLEDA Bank mostly targets 
agriculture businesses to give loans 
to, from crops and rice farming, to 
chicken and pig breeding, and animal 
husbandry – we are very diversified. 

Having one-fifth of our loan 
portfolio in agriculture and agricul-
ture-related businesses, our loan 
portfolio is so safe. 

Banking on technology, Dr In Channy 
takes ACLEDA to new horizons
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ACLEDA Bank President and 
Group Managing Director 
Dr In Channy transformed 
a NGO-based institution 
into a financial powerhouse 
by combining traditional 
infrastructure with the use 
of fibre optics and even 
satellites to deliver modern 
banking services. Later, 
he took the bank public – 
to become a pride of the 
nation. He tells The Post 
how he did it his way. 

ACLEDA Bank President and Group Managing Director Dr In Channy. suPPLIED 



The history of ACLeDA 
Bank – since its 
establishment in 1992 
– is filled with major 
achievements, historic 

firsts and significant milestones.
Under the stewardship of 

founding member Dr In Channy, 
ACLeDA has developed from an 
NGO with its main office at the 
Russey Keo Industrial Technical 
School in Phnom Penh to become 
a driver of the Cambodian 
economy.

having transformed from 
a specialist into a commercial 
bank, ACLeDA has grown into 
the Kingdom’s leading financial 
institution, with total assets of 
$7.501 billion and branches 
across all 24 provinces and 
Phnom Penh.

The move into commercial 
banking was “compatible with 
our aim to become Cambodia’s 
leading bank for the people, and 
our new products and services 
will both complement and provide 

depth to our traditional business 
of supporting wealth creation in 
the community at large,” Dr In 
Channy said in 2003.

The financial institution has 
grown to offer a comprehensive 
branch and ATM network, and the 
ACLeDA Mobile app, and became 
the first commercial bank in the 
Kingdom to list on the Cambodia 
Securities exchange (CSX). 

ACLeDA started life in 1992 
under the UNDP/ILO Project 
CMB/92/010 as Local economic 
Development Agencies (LeDA), a 
local NGO, with support from the 
International Labour Organization 
and the United Nations 
Development Programme.

On January 19, 1993, LeDA 
– with 28 members including 
Dr In Channy – held the First 
General Assembly to vote on 
a name change from LeDA to 
Association of Cambodian Local 
economic Development Agencies 
– establishing ACLeDA. 

Serving as an NGO for 

micro and small enterprises 
development and credit in 
1993, and with sustainable 
growth – and assistance from 
USAID, the IFC’s Mekong Project 
Development Facility and the 
UNDP – it began a drive to 
become a commercial bank.

This was intended to provide 
a secure regulatory framework 
lacking under its previous status 
and enable it to enlarge its range 
of funding options to support 
the expansion of its core micro-
finance business. 

ACLeDA NGO transformed 
completely into a specialised 
bank on October 7, 2000,with 
paid up capital of $4 million, 
becoming a commercial bank 
on  December 1, 2003, with some 
$13 million.

having opened branches in 
Modulkiri and Rattanakkiri in 
2006, the ACLeDA network 
extended across all of the 
Kingdom’s 24 provinces and 
Phnom Penh, with the Cambodian 

bank also having operations in 
neighbouring Laos and Myanmar.

And ACLeDA’s expansion has 
been in the digital realm as well. 
With the launch of “ACLeDA 
Unity” in July 2010, it was one 
of the first Cambodian banks to 
release a mobile phone banking 
service. 

The latest iteration ACLeDA 
mobile app launched in early 
2021 boasts more than two 
million users.

In May 2020, ACLeDA made 
history by becoming the first 
commercial bank in the Kingdom 
to list on the Cambodian stock 
exchange.

“As the first listed bank 
on the Cambodia Securities 
exchange (CSX), we had to 
transform our operations and 
reporting standards to fulfill 
the detailed requirements of the 
National Bank of Cambodia NBC, 
the Securities and exchange 
Regulator of Cambodia [SeRC], 
and the CSX. 

“Prior to listing on the CSX, 
we had only eight institutional 
shareholders. 

“After listing, the number 
of shareholders increased to 
nearly 4,000 shareholders –both 
from institutions and those 
from the general public – who 
placed enormous trust in us,” 
Dr In Channy said of the bank’s 
listing.

The bank’s commitment to 
the Kingdom and its banking 
sector is reflected in the 2016 
announcement of obtaining a 
licence for the ACLeDA Institute 
of Business (AIB). 

The creation of the higher 
education institution that majors 
in Banking and Finance was in 
response to the need for training 
and skills capacity development 
in the sector. 

AIB is open to local and 
international students and 
graduates, participants from other 
organisations and the public, as 
well as ACLeDA Bank staff.  

A 30-year history of achievement

1999 - 2007

1992 - 1993

2007 - 2015
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Year
 (In US$ million) 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 Q3-2021 

Asset 0.85 0.97 2 4 7 12 16 22 27 31 48 84 124 223 473 693 923 1,192 1,527 1,983 2,408 3,140 3,902 4,674 5,247 5,684 6,175 6,551 7,501 

Net Profit 0.06 0.07 0.28 0.64 2.02 3.90 2.44 0.31 0.48 0.59 2 2 4 7 10 20 9 26 50 65 80 80 110 122 86 119 121 141 163 

Equity 0.68 0.75 2 3 5 9 11 4 5 5 16 17 21 43 50 86 105 128 177 252 371 437 567 674 746 853 964 1,090 1,203 

Share Capital 0.61 0.62 1 2 2  4 5 4 4 4 13 13 13 30 30 50 68 68 78 113 186 226 266 308 359 395 429 433 433 

numbers point to unrivalled growth
6 celebrating 30th anniversary

 

7celebrating 30th anniversary
 

www.phnompenhpost.com       JAnUARY 19, 2022 www.phnompenhpost.com       JAnUARY 19, 2022

Year 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 Q3-2021

Number 
of Deposit 
Accounts

- - - - - - - - 3,836 19,070 35,054 57,091 92,413 141,368 247,927 422,757 610,436 714,877 837,336 954,897 1,146,614 1,508,036 1,748,555 1,811,499 2,039,599 2,347,268 2,620,778 2,894,907 3,167,228 

Balance Deposit 
(US$ million) - - - - - - - - 2 6 13 32 62 123 345 488 702 931 1,175 1,507 1,710 2,270 2,720 3,156 3,359 3,864 4,368 4,611 5,439 

Number of 
Loans 1,475 2,344 6,539 19,409 44,533 55,215 56,412 60,860 81,453 82,981 98,905 122,171 140,915 159,930 185,492 214,590 252,058 272,898 281,414 327,634 359,183 418,576 474,616 524,719 515,046 504,117 536,891 555,323 538,255 

Balance Loan 
(US$ million) 0.23 0.38 1 3 6 10 14 17 21 28 41 66 100 158 315 464 550 765 1,042 1,319 1,559 2,086 2,565 2,907 3,169 3,629 3,879 4,507 5,039 
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As A retail 
banker, ACLEDA 
offers a diverse 
range of prod-
ucts and services 

to meet the demands of all 
growing sectors, whether 
micro, small, medium or cor-
porate customers. 

“We call ourselves an sME 
bank, but in fact we cater for 
every segment, so customers 
can choose from our prod-
uct range. We offer loans to 
all sectors, including micro, 
small, medium and corporate. 

“We grow with them, and 
help them develop from small 
or medium to reach the next 
stage,” said ACLEDA Bank 
President and Group Manag-
ing Dr In Channy.

The bank’s products and 
services – loans and deposits, 
credit and debit cards, digital 
banking, fund transfers and 
trade financing, as well as 
other cash management facili-
ties – are readily available. 

And by leveraging on its  
sophisticated digital platforms, 
the 30-year-old bank has 
been able to break down 
geographical boundaries and 
roll out its comprehensive 
financial services to reach 
urban, semi-urban and rural 
clientele. 

“The ‘ACLEDA mobile’ 

app is very popular among 
our customers. They use it to 
buy goods, make payments, 
pay bills, apply for loans or 
change their terms for fixed 
deposits,” Channy said.

Transactions per month 
average $8 billion in fund 
transfers, and the number 
of transactions per month is 

around 10 million, of which 
94 per cent are done via the 
“ACLEDA mobile” app.

“Around 80 per cent of our 
revenue comes from loans 
because the demand for them 
is still high, while the other 20 
per cent is from fees. 

“We want to increase 
non-loan revenues to 30 per 

cent, but that is hard because 
of the demand for loans. We 
offer diversified products and 
services so the bank can offer 
superior quality banking. 

“Wherever customers are 
located, they can easily access 
our services. And we also have 
the largest branch network in 
the country,” Channy said.

Backed by 262 branches, 
plus over 70 self-service 
centres, ACLEDA Bank has 
positioned itself as a premium 
player in the Kingdom’s 
banking sector, which boasts 
57 commercial banks. 

“The self-service centres 
have been established to 
support customers who wish 
to do their banking outside 
of office hours, while some 
transactions, such as depositing 
money, can be done using the 
mobile app. 

“some customers want to 
their banking in private and in 
their own time,” he said.  

self-service kiosks are 

located in busy areas, and 
customers can rely on 909 
banking machines across the 
Kingdom that are available  
24 hours.

Banking services such as 
cash deposits and withdrawals, 
money transfers, creating a 
virtual card, opening a bank 
account, printing an ATM card, 
updating account information, 
opening term deposit and 
printing certificates of deposit 
can be done at these outlets.

“ACLEDA Bank also 
established a call centre. 
We were the first bank in 
Cambodia to have professional 
teams who speak multiple 
languages to assist our 
customers. 

“This is all part of our 
principle of customer 
protection,” said Channy.

The call centre operates 24 
hours a day, seven days a 
week, including holidays, to 
assist customers across the 
Kingdom or even worldwide. 

Reaching out with a diverse 
range of products and services

Self-service kiosks are changing the face of banking in the Kingdom. supplied

ACLEDA Bank’s modern banking platforms are popular with tech-savvy young Cambodians. supplied

Customers can rely on 909 cash machines across the Kingdom. YOusOs ApdOulRAsHiM 
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Forging ahead with strong partnerships 

ACLEDA became the first bank to be listed on the Cambodia Securities Exchange in May, 2020.   

 ACLEDA signs an agreement with Jardine Lloyd Thompson and Asia Insurance 
(Cambodia) Plc.       

 ACLEDA signs an MoU with the Ministry of Economy and Finance to provide 
payroll services for government officials.

ph
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ACLEDA inks agreement with the Garment Manufacturers Association in Cambodia to provide a payroll service.  ACLEDA signs an agreement with the NSSF to act as a custodian for its occupational risk programme.  

World Bank officials led by Senior Vice President Dr Justin Yifu Lin visit ACLEDA HQ.  ACLEDA partners with the National Social Security Fund for civil servant pensions.  ACLEDA signs an agreement with the National Fund for Veterans. 
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 ACLEDA signs an agreement with the Phnom Penh City Bus Authority for the use of 
‘ACLEDA mobile’ as a means of fare payment.
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Building pathways for success 

ACLEDA and Thailand’s Siam Commercial Bank launch cross-border QR payments. 

Former World Bank president Robert Zoellick has lauded ACLEDA’s provision of access to financing. 

A delegation from 
Germany’s Ministry of 
Finance and Economic 
Cooperation pay a visit 
to an ACLEDA branch in 
Siem Reap province to 
look at how the bank has 
promoted and expanded 
its financial services 
across the Kingdom. 
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National Bank of Cambodia Governor Chea Chanto visits an ACLEDA Bank branch 
and clients in Kampong Cham province. 
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Post Staff

P
RIME Minister Hun Sen 
urged ASEAN to reopen 
tourism and trade now 
that many of the bloc’s 

member countries have vacci-
nated their populations. 

Speaking at the 40th ASEAN 
Tourism Forum 2022 (ATF 
2022) in Preah Sihanouk prov-
ince on January 18, the pre-
mier also said ASEAN has a 
lot of work to do this year and 
will not be held hostage to the 
prolonged Myanmar crisis. 

“I want to stress that our 
work in 2022 is not solely about 
Myanmar like some people 
have been saying these last 
three weeks. We have many 
other initiatives and ASEAN is 
not going to be held hostage 
by the Myanmar issue. That 
is my short and precise state-
ment for those who follow 
these matters,” he said.

Cambodia is hosting the ATF 
2022 from January 16-22 with 
many local and international 
participants in the tourism 
sector and dignitaries from 
ASEAN in attendance, includ-
ing ASEAN secretary-general 
Lim Jock Hoi who is on a five-
day official visit as the King-
dom chairs the bloc for 2022.

“I am happy that [Lim] 
has met with many partners 
in Cambodia ranging from 
those in politics and security 
to economics and culture, 

and that they have worked 
with each other well in pre-
paring for Cambodia’s turn as 
ASEAN chair in 2022. 

“I also want to stress that the 
ASEAN agenda is not just one 
single matter, there are a lot of 

other issues and one of them is 
how to make tourism survive 
in the context of Covid-19 when 
we cannot be certain about 
what will happen,” he said.

Hun Sen urged ASEAN tour-
ism ministers to find ways 

to facilitate the flow of tour-
ism this year while appealing 
to other member nations to 
continue strengthening and 
expanding their cooperation 
with other dialogue and de-
velopment partners by build-

ing partnerships between the 
state and private sectors on 
a local, regional and global 
basis to bring prosperity to 
ASEAN and the world. 

‘$33B’ new
Indonesian
capital gets
formal name

PM sets tourism reopening
as centrepiece of ATF 2022

INDONESIA’S parliament 
on November 18 passed a 
law approving the relocation 
of its capital from slowly 
sinking Jakarta to a site 
2,000km away on jungle-
clad Borneo island that will 
be named “Nusantara”. 

The House of Representa-
tives vote provides the legal 
framework for the move, 
which was first tipped by 
President Joko “Jokowi” 
Widodo in April 2019, citing 
rising sea levels and severe 
congestion on densely popu-
lated Java island.

Home to more than 30 mil-
lion people in its greater met-
ro area, Jakarta has long been 
plagued by serious infrastruc-
ture problems and flooding 
exacerbated by climate 
change, with experts predict-
ing up to a third of the city 
could be underwater by 2050.

The new capital will cover 
about 56,180ha in East Kali-
mantan province on the 
Indonesian part of Borneo, 
which the country shares 
with Malaysia and Brunei.

In all, 256,142ha have 
been set aside for the 
project, with the additional 
land intended for potential 
future expansion. 

Early plans for the new 
capital depict a utopian 
design aimed at creating an 
environmentally friendly 
“smart” city, but few details 
have been confirmed. 

Environmentalist critics of 
the capital’s move have 
warned it could damage eco-
systems in the region, where 
mining and palm oil planta-
tions already threaten rain-
forests that are home to Bor-
neo’s endangered species.

The new city will be gov-
erned by a body dubbed the 
State Capital Authority, with 
leadership appointed to five-
year terms directly by the 
president, according to Tues-
day’s legislation. 

Budget details have not yet 
been revealed in a presidential 
decree, though previous reports 
have pegged the project’s 
costs at $33 billion. AFP

ContInued – page 2

$1.9B in new projects get CDC nod
Hin Pisei

THE Council for the Development of 
Cambodia (CDC) on January 17 
announced that it had approved final 
registration certificates for 10 invest-
ment projects across various sectors 
worth a staggering total of nearly $1.90 
billion and expected to create 7,014 jobs.

And given the enormous amount of 
registered investment capital, observ-

ers have expressed great enthusiasm 
that the diverse range of ventures 
would help achieve and maintain 
strong economic growth.

The largest project was Kampot Logis-
tics and Port Co Ltd’s $1.300 billion 
multi-purpose port with a logistics cen-
tre in Kampot province’s Bokor town 
that is set to generate 590 jobs, accord-
ing to the CDC’s January 17 statement.

The runners-up were Cambodian 

Upper Tatay Hydropower Co Ltd’s $389 
million 150MW hydropower plant on 
the Tatai river across Thma Bang and 
Koh Kong districts in Koh Kong prov-
ince; and KBX Investment Co Ltd’s $129 
million five-star hotel with 528 rooms 
on Monivong Boulevard in the capital’s 
Boeung Keng Kang III commune.

The two projects will employ 1,580 and 
737 jobs, respectively, according to plans.

Set to create 1,867 jobs, number four 

was Longfuiter Anlong Veng Oddor 
Meanchey Agriculture Park Co Ltd’s 
plantations of bananas and other fruits 
worth a total of $51 million in the former 
Khmer Rouge stronghold of Anlong Veng 
district in Oddar Meanchey province.

Ranking fifth and sixth, Academic Solar 
Energy Mfg Co Ltd’s 8.2 million solar 
panel manufacturing and assembly
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prime Minister Hun sen (centre) at the 40th asean tourism Forum 2022 (atF 2022) in preah sihanouk province on tuesday. HENG CHIVOAN
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He noted that in the past 
two years, ASEAN member 
states had enforced different 
measures to deal with Covid-
19 and those measures posed 
challenges for trade and tour-
ism, especially travel between 
the ASEAN countries.

He said that in 2022, travel of 

goods should be unrestricted 
in the context of Covid-19 as 
it is the only way to reconnect 
the tourism sector with busi-
ness and trade in the region. 
He said this move is support-
ed by the fact that Cambodia 
and many countries in the 
region have enough vaccines 
for their people, thus vaccina-
tions in one ASEAN member 

should be acknowledged by 
all other member countries. 

“I suggest adopting some-
thing similar to what Cambo-
dia is enforcing at its borders: 
Those who are already vacci-
nated with two doses just take 
a rapid test and 15 or 20 min-
utes later they can leave and 
travel anywhere in the coun-
try. This would reduce the dif-
ficulties with travel in ASEAN. 

“I also appreciate Thailand 
which was recently practic-
ing these measures along with 
Cambodia. When a Cambo-
dian went to Thailand, they did 
not have to undergo quaran-
tine and their citizens coming 
to Cambodia did not have to go 
through quarantine,” he said, 
adding that Cambodia was 
now open in this manner to all 
people from around the world.

Nevertheless, he noted that 
the reopening of tourism must 
be done within the new normal. 
Given that the tourism sector 
will be highly competitive post-
pandemic, he urged all ASEAN 
countries to think about tour-
ism based on the quality of the 
products and services, pricing, 
transport facilitation, trust 
and safety for each tourism 
destination and the measures 
they undertake to control the 
Covid-19 situation.

“All of these are key fac-
tors for visitors when they 
are making a decision about 
choosing their next travel des-
tination in this new context. In 
this sense, the ASEAN tourism 
recovery plan in the context 
of Covid-19 will be part of our 
strategy of gradual reopening 

to international visitors based 
on a balance between socio-
economic factors and public 
health concerns in an effort to 
return to a ‘new normal’ way 
of living,” he said.

The premier said he sup-
ported all initiatives of ASEAN 
member states for implant-
ing health measures within 
the tourism industry, with 
mechanisms to ensure the re-
turn of tourist activities while 
continuing the fight against 
Covid-19 by practicing com-
mon sense principles.

He said Cambodia has ef-
fectively implanted its tour-
ism with Covid-19 safety 
measures and safe standard 

operating procedures for re-
opening tourism businesses 
in this new normal.

He also urged ASEAN to 
consider greater promotion 
of tourism within the bloc 
itself, though he favours the 
initiative to reopen tourism 
for the whole of ASEAN and 
welcome all visitors from 
around the world. 

“I urge the ASEAN tour-
ism ministers to declare the 
full reopening of tourism 
throughout the region on 
January 19 from here in Preah 
Sihanouk province,” he said.

He also urged ASEAN, the 
World Tourism Organisation 
and all tourism associations to 

continue with plans for human 
resource development and 
strengthening their existing co-
operation mechanisms as well 
as increasing the exchange of 
skills and talents by promoting 
small tourism businesses and 
taking advantage of innovation. 

Hun Sen thanked the par-
ticipants at the ATF 2022 for 
attending the forum in Cam-
bodia’s coastal province and 
showing solidarity, friend-
ship and unity as they work 
together on developing and 
restoring tourism and getting 
out of the pandemic – acts 
which embody the ASEAN 
principle of “one community, 
one destiny”.
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ASEAN tourism ministers urged to declare full reopening 

Prime Minister Hun Sen presides over the 40th ASEAN Tourism Forum 2022 in Preah Sihanouk province on 
Tuesday. heng chivoan

Kingdom on track for LDC graduation
Voun Dara

T
HE uN’s latest evaluation 
of Cambodia states that 
the Kingdom has fulfilled 
the three basic conditions 

necessary for graduation from least 
developed country (LDC) status, 
including a gross national income 
(GNI) per capita of $1,377 which sur-
passes the $1,222 threshold, according 
to Minister of Planning Chhay Than. 

“Cambodia started from zero in 
1979 when it began its recovery and 
the rebuilding of the country’s so-
cio-economy in the aftermath of the 
tragedy left behind by the Demo-
cratic Kampuchea [Khmer rouge].

“The recovery and nation rebuild-
ing have been contributed to by all 
aspects of our society and with the 
support from international com-
munity,” Than said at the workshop 
on preparing for a sustainable LDC 
graduation of Cambodia held virtu-
ally on January 17.

He said the workshop is the first of 
its kind and is meant to help prepare 
Cambodia to leave the LDC status. 
The workshop was co-organised by 
the uN in Cambodia, the Economic 
and Social Commission for Asia and 
the Pacific (ESCAP) and other rel-
evant institutions. 

Than said the progress came fol-
lowing the implementation of the 
win-win policy, which brought about 
peace – a necessary pre-condition 
for socio-economic development.

“The recovery efforts and develop-
ment brought about large amounts 
of progress very quickly and enabled 
Cambodia to become “lower middle 
income” country in 2016,” he said. 

He said the three criteria evalu-
ated by the uN in 2021 include GDP 
per capita which currently stands 
at $1,377; the Human Assets Index 
– HAI at 74.3, which is higher than 
the requirement of 66; and an Eco-
nomic and Environment Vulnerable 
Index of 30.6, still lower than the re-
quirement of at least 32.

“Meeting the requirements to leave 
LDC is a turning point for Cambodia 
in our history and it shows the efforts 
towards nation building by the gov-
ernment and the support of the in-
ternational community,” Than said.

According to Than, the second 

evaluation will be made in 2024 by 
analysing the three criteria men-
tioned in addition to reviewing the 
vulnerability profile and the ex-ante 
impact assessment. If all criteria are 
met, then Cambodia will request 
graduation from LDC status, which 
then takes effect three years after-
wards or in 2027 at the earliest.

He said Cambodia will follow a Na-
tional Smooth Transition Strategy to 
ensure that the country will not be 
suffering due to the graduation from 
the LDC status and the strategy will 
be enforced after the graduation. 

However, he said, the progress 

made was measured before the start 
of the pandemic, which has had un-
precedented impacts on socio-eco-
nomic development, environmental 
development and other aspects of 
society such as tourism, manufac-
turing and the garment sector.

He said Cambodia’s recent eco-
nomic growth of seven per cent each 
year had dropped to minus 3.1 in 
2020, and its poverty rate had jumped 
to 17.8 per cent, mostly caused by 
loss of jobs in the garment, tourism 
and manufacturing sectors. 

He said the decline in growth and 
the economy would have been much 

bigger if the government had not 
been prepared with a solid plan with 
10 intervention packages and many 
other mechanisms in response or 
had not launched its Covid-19 vac-
cination programme. 

Pauline Tamesis, uN resident co-
ordinator, said at the workshop that 
Covid-19 significantly set back the 
country’s development progress and 
that Cambodia needed to accelerate 
its efforts at recovery from the pan-
demic and reduce its vulnerability 
and inequality in order to meet the 
graduation criteria again at the sec-
ond triennial review in 2024. 

However, she also said the crisis 
was also an opportunity for trans-
formation. 

“The pandemic provides a unique 
opportunity to transform Cambo-
dia’s socio-economic development 
model to be more inclusive, sustain-
able and resilient,” Tamesis noted.

She congratulated the government 
for rolling out the “Strategic Frame-
work and Programmes for Economic 
recovery 2021-2023” which ad-
dressed key priorities with the pillars 
of recovery, reform and resilience. 

She said the uN system’s commit-
ment was to support the govern-
ment’s efforts to implement the re-
covery Framework, including help 
with the means of implementation. 

“Sustainable financing for recov-
ery and [sustainable development 
goals] will ensure collective efforts 
to recover better from the pandem-
ic will accelerate [development 
goals achievements] and enable 
Cambodia to transition from LDC 
status in a smooth and sustainable 
manner,” she said.

Planning minister Chhay Than (left) and UN resident coordinator Pauline Tamesis during the online workshop on Monday. Mop
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Techo Sen road repair course starts
Long Kimmarita

THE Techo Sen Institute of 
Public Works and Transport 
(TSI) announced the launch of 
a capacity building project on 
road maintenance methods to 
improve sustainable infrastruc-
ture in Cambodia, Laos and 
Vietnam, with the expectation 
that the project will provide an 
opportunity for the three coun-
tries to share experiences and 
strengthen capacities in train-
ing and job performance.

The announcement was 
made on january 17 at the 
Ministry of Public Works and 
Transport during a virtual 
meeting attended by officials 
from the public works depart-
ments across the country as 
well as representatives from 
Laos and Vietnam.

“This is a project focused on 
strengthening the technical 
capacity of relevant officials 
and skilled workers through 
a road maintenance training 
programme in order to im-
prove the quality of infrastruc-
ture in Cambodia, Laos, Viet-
nam, as well as to promote the 
importance of road mainte-
nance to the public,” the min-
istry said in a Facebook post. 

The road maintenance ca-
pacity building project was 
implemented by the teacher 
training department of TSI 
and the project was funded 
by the Mekong-republic of 
Korea Cooperation Fund 
through the Mekong Institute 
for the next 18 months.

The ministry that the road 
maintenance training pro-

gramme will follow a newly 
designed and unique cur-
riculum in Cambodia that is 
a well-structured study pro-
gramme and was designed to 
train target trainees from the 
three countries – Cambodia, 
Laos and Vietnam – to devel-
op specific technical expertise 
and advance the modernisa-
tion of road maintenance.

It said the training pro-
gramme will be implemented 
through direct and indirect 
training with online pro-
grammes, workshops and 
hands-on sessions at construc-
tion sites to ensure that the 
target trainees from the three 
countries benefit from it, es-
pecially the use of the learning 
management system that will 

help trainees learn from home.  
TSI director Hoeun Sam-

neang said an active effort to 
build and improve road infra-
structure for the transport sec-
tor in Cambodia was crucial 
because upgrading the King-
dom’s important economic ar-
teries would help with expand-
ing the national economy. 

“This effort also reflects 
the desire of the leaders who 
want this generation and the 
next generation of Khmer 
children to know how to 
build quality roads, bridges 
and public infrastructure and 
more effectively promote the 
development of the transport 
and logisitics sectors in the 
motherland,” he said. 

Ministry secretary of state 

Im nithara said this new 
programme from TSI was de-
veloped through assistance 
from the Mekong-republic of 
Korea Cooperation Fund and 
they would build the capacity 
of technicians, relevant offi-
cials and construction work-
ers through the road mainte-
nance training programme. 

She added that the training 
contributed to improvements 
in sustainable infrastructure 
for not only Cambodia, but 
also for Vietnam and Laos. all 
three nations would be able 
to strengthen their capaci-
ties and share experiences 
in assessing training needs, 
developing the training pro-
gramme and doing exchange 
study tours.

Public works ministry secretary of state Im Nithara launches the capacity building project on road maintenance 
on Monday at the Techo Sen Institute of Public Works and Transport. techo sen institute

aSEan sec-gen 
to coordinate 
meeting of bloc 
defence chiefs
Ry Sochan

T
HE Ministry of nation-
al Defence affirmed 
that aSEan secretary-
general Lim jock Hoi 

was committed to working 
with the ministry and coordi-
nating with all aSEan partner 
countries to assist Cambodia 
in the successful organisation 
of the aSEan Defence Min-
isters’ Meeting (aDMM) and 
related meetings.

The commitment was made 
at a meeting between Minis-
ter of Defence Tea Banh and 
aSEan Secretary-General 
Lim jock Hoi on january 17, 
during his visit to Cambodia.

“The aSEan secretary-gen-
eral of expressed his full sup-
port for the ministry to host 
aDMM in 2022 and commit-
ted to working with the min-
istry and all partner countries 
to ensure that the meeting is a 
success,” the ministry said in 
a press release on january 18.

Tea Banh told Lim that in 
order to host the 13 meet-
ings, Cambodia had prepared 
documentation and human 

resources. although the King-
dom had prepared well, it still 
required additional input from 
other aSEan member states.

He requested that Lim con-
tinue to coordinate all affairs 
concerning the defence sector, 
especially the three conceptual 
documents – aSEan military 
cooperation to curb the Covid-
19 pandemic; taking part in 
peacekeeping operations; and 
the establishment of aSEan 
defence university cooperation.

Cambodia has also received 
a request to hold an informal 
meeting of aSEan defence 
ministers and those of russia 
and japan. Tea Banh request-
ed that the aSEan Secretariat 
coordinate with other part-
ner countries in organising 
this meeting, scheduled to be 
held at the end of 2022.

Thong Mengdavid, a re-
search fellow at the asian Vi-
sion Institute’s Mekong Cen-
tre for Strategic Studies, told 
The Post on january 18 that 
Cambodia, as chair of aSEan, 
needs all members to share 
ideas and find common solu-
tions to make peace and pros-

perity in the region a reality. 
Cambodia, he said, is work-

ing to find solutions to region-
al security issues, both tradi-
tional and non-traditional, 
even as Myanmar becomes 
a heated and sensitive issue 
with the potential to affect 
the solidarity of aSEan.

“In addition, aSEan must not 
overlook the South China Sea 
issue, as the process of drafting 
a Code of Conduct for the South 
China Sea between aSEan and 

China nears completion. 
“Myanmar’s political rec-

onciliation process has also 
adversely affected the entire 
aSEan Summit as Cambodia 
does not want to lose any of 
its members,” he said.

Mengdavid added that the 
aSEan secretary-general 
would play a crucial role in 
coordinating the member 
states, providing technical as-
sistance and promoting dis-
cussion of the aSEan’s five-

point consensus to address 
the crisis in Myanmar.

ro Vannak, co-founder of 
the Cambodian Institute for 
Democracy (CID), told The 
Post on january 18 that it is 
customary for the aSEan sec-
retary-general to pay a cour-
tesy call on the bloc’s chair 
to exchange courtesies and 
accept the agenda set by the 
chair. This means that Cam-
bodia decided on the agenda 
and requested that the secre-

tary-general coordinate the 
smooth running of aDMM.

“I think that Cambodia will 
request the aSEan secretary-
general, who already has the 
role of facilitator, to facili-
tate talks with other member 
countries on the crisis in 
Myanmar, the South China 
Sea and the Code of Conduct 
[for the South China Sea]. 
The issues are important and 
sensitive so we must use great 
care to solve them,” he said.

Defence minister Tea Banh (left) greets ASEAN Secretary-General Lim Jock Hoi in Phnom Penh on Monday. tea banh via facebook



Voun Dara

I
N 2021, the Bar Asso-
ciation of the Kingdom of 
Cambodia’s (BAKC) public 
defenders programme as-

signed lawyers to work on 5,182 
cases involving 8,425 impover-
ished people. Of the total, there 
were 1,453 juvenile cases.

BAKC spokesman An So-
vothanea told The Post on 
January 17 that the bar has 
been providing legal services 
to the financially vulnerable 
throughout the pandemic. 

He said there are current-
ly 378 volunteer lawyers at 
BAKC who use financial sup-
port from the government to 
take on the cases of poor de-
fendants across the country.

He said they used Telegram 
to send digital documents 
and then followed up with 
hard copies. All of the man-
agement of the data related 
to the programme is backed 
up digitally. The data is jointly 
used by the municipal, pro-
vincial and regional appeal 
courts as well as the public 
defender’s office at BAKC. 
Recently, BAKC also received 
approval from the Supreme 
Court to open an office there.

“The BAKC has three mecha-
nisms or projects that provide 
legal aid to poor people in Cam-
bodia. The first project is the 
legal aid provided by the gov-

ernment. This project provided 
legal aid to over 8,000 people, 
including 575 women and 1,968 
juveniles last year,” he said.

Sovanthanea said: “The 
second project is through a 
memorandum of understand-
ing signed with the Cambo-
dian National Consultation 
for Women (CNCW) through 

which the law defends women 
and juvenile involved in violent 
cases. They acted for 110 defen-
dants, including 69 women.”

“The third mechanism, he 
said, was the free legal ser-
vice for the poor initiated by 
BAKC president Ly Chantola. 
Through this mechanism, 
voluntary lawyers had de-

fended 42 cases,” he added. 
He said that last year the gov-

ernment provided support to-
talling two billion riel (around 
$500,000) for the programme. 
For this year, the government 
has increased this to a total of 
2.6 billion riel.

Through the agreement, 
the BAKC lawyers can receive 
cases from judicial police, the 
court, the women’s affairs de-
partment and ministry and 
the CNCW – or through direct 
complaints from victims who 
take their cases to the BAKC.

Cases involving women and 
juvenile girls are mostly relat-
ed to domestic or sexual vio-
lence or divorces arising from 
similar issues, he added.
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Long Kimmarita

THE Battambang Provincial Court 
has placed three people in pre-
trial detention in connection 
with the illegal occupation of 
land in the flooded forest area 
of Zone 3 of the Tonle Sap Lake.

The provincial Fisheries Ad-
ministration, which sent the three 
suspects to court on January 14, 
said the flooded forest is locat-
ed in the Krapeu Skom area in 
Prey Chas village of Ek Phnom 
district’s Prey Chas commune.

Chea Chanraksmey, director 
of the court’s secretariat, told 
The Post briefly on January 18 
that the three suspects had 
been charged with illegal de-
forestation in the flooded area. 

“The case is in the hands 
of the investigating judge, so 
I cannot comment further as 
it could affect the confidenti-
ality of the judge’s investiga-
tion,” she said.

Chuong Sophea, director of 
the provincial Fisheries Admin-
istration, identified the three 
suspects as Sek Sokun, Sek 
Leang Hay and Sek Sonang. He 
said they had each admitted to 
occupying 30ha of the land.

Sophea said the three were 
among 12 people that had been 
summonsed for questioning.

“The trio confessed that they 
had violated the 2006 Fisheries 
Regulation law and regulation 
for ‘clearing or encroaching on 
flooded forest land’,” he said.

He said authorities allowed 
the eight other suspects to re-
turn home after finding that 
they were not involved, while 
the ninth did not respond to 
the summons. 

Separately, the Kampong 
Thom Provincial Administra-
tion is investigating the dep-
uty director of the provincial 
Department of Economy and 
Finance, who is accused of 
occupying more than 100ha 

of land and refusing to return 
it to the state.

Provincial governor Nguon 
Ratanak told The Post on Jan-
uary 18 that his team would 
investigate the case against 
the deputy director who was 
accused of refusing to return 
occupied land to the state.

Ratanak said that even if 
there was no voluntary han-
dover, any land that had been 
grabbed would be confiscated.

“Our team is measuring 
and carrying out research.  
We don’t know the facts yet. 
It’s important to establish 
the facts, because if land has 
been occupied illegally, we 
will return it to state owner-
ship, whether it is handed 
back or not,” he said.

Local media recently re-
ported that the deputy di-
rector, Sou Chantry, had en-
croached on 106ha of flooded 
forest land in Stung Sen town’s 
Srayov commune.

Chantry denied any wrong-
doing, telling The Post on 
January 18 that he had pur-
chased the land from many 
people since 1980.

“I am not occupying or clear-
ing any land anymore. It was 
returned to the state as soon 
the Prime Minister made the 
announcement even though 
some media continues to publish 
accusations. I returned the land 
to the state and have the docu-
ments to show that. I just haven’t 
published them yet,” he said. 

the state with proper docu-
ment too, but I haven’t pub-
lished,” he said.

According to Ratanak, as of 
January 18 more than 2,000 
families had volunteered to 
return more than 10,000 ha 
of flooded forest land in three 
areas around the Tonle Sap 
Lake, while more than 40sq 
km of flooded forest land was 
being replanted.

Court detains three for 
illegal encroachment

Public defenders programme 
expanding legal aid provision 

BAKC president Ly Chantola (centre) attends a virtual workshop on laywer’s role on January 14. BAKC

Molnupiravir treatments 
available at Cambodia Post
Mom Kunthear

THE working group oversee-
ing the management, distri-
bution and supply of strategic 
drugs in the fight against 
Covid-19 at the Ministry of 
Post and Telecommunica-
tions has begun distributing 
200mg molnupiravir capsules 
with the brand name Molna-
tris at all branches of its Cam-
bodia Post from January 19 in 
order to more conveniently 
serve Cambodians living in 
the provinces.  

In a notice on January 18, the 
ministry said that in order to 
continue to mitigate the effects 
of Covid-19 and reduce casual-
ties from the disease, the Cam-
bodia Post will begin distributing 
Molnatris at all of the Kingdom’s 
branches starting January 19.

The ministry further detailed 
that the price of the medication 
would be set at $55 per treatment 
course consisting of 40 tablets.

“Sales will start on Wednesday, 
January 19 ...  for private hospi-
tals, clinics, pharmacies, sub-
pharmacies and the public under 

different conditions,” it said. 
According to the notice, 

individuals can order from five 
to 10 courses of treatment at 
one time while hospitals, clin-
ics, pharmacies and sub-phar-
macies can place orders of 10 
to 200 treatment courses per 
each time and resale is capped 
at $65 per treatment course.

“Private hospitals, clinics, 
pharmacies, sub-pharmacies 
and the public can order 200mg 
molnupiravir capsules directly 
from the ministry or at the 

Cambodia Post branches in the 
provinces,” it said. 

The 200mg molnupiravir 
capsules or Molnatris are used 
for the treatment of mild to 
moderate Covid-19 in adult 
patients who are at risk of 
developing more serious ill-
ness. Treatment should start 
within five days of the initial 
onset of symptoms. One 
course of treatment consists of 
40 tablets with one taken eve-
ry 12 hours over a period of 
five days.

Information on Molnupiravir or Molnatris released by the Ministry of 
Health. TVK
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Ry Sochan

T
HE new CEO of the Mekong 
river Commission (MrC) 
Secretariat, anoulak Kittik-
houn, pledged to improve 

the inter-governmental organisa-
tion as he took office on january 17.

“I’m deeply honoured 
and humbled to 
be appointed to 
this esteemed 
position,” said 
anoulak, as 
quoted in a 
press state-
ment from the 
commission.

“My mission for 
the next three years 
is to facilitate 
c o o p e r a t i o n 
among ri-

parian countries on critical Mekong 
basin challenges and opportunities, 
further boost the MrC as a world 
class river basin organisation, and 
maintain and build new partner-
ships to support the first two endea-
vours,” he said.

MrC said Kittikhoun is the young-
est CEO in its history. During his 

three-year term, he will oversee the 
implementation of the Mekong 

Basin Development Strategy 
2021–2030 and MrC Strategic 
Plan 2021–2025 as the basin 
faces unprecedented chal-

lenges from climate change 
and erratic water flow. 

Serving as the MrC’s Chief 
Strategy and Partnership Of-

ficer since 2016 has placed him 
in a strong position to deepen en-
gagement between MrC member 

countries, dialogue partners, 
developmental partners 

and other stakehold-
ers, it said.

anoulak Kittik-
houn is a Lao na-
tional, and a sea-
soned international 
development pro-
fessional well-
versed in Mekong 

affairs. He has twenty years of expe-
rience in previous senior leadership 
roles at the MrC and at the un and 
related bodies, latterly serving as 
lead desk officer of the asia and Pa-
cific Division. He was the first inter-
national member of staff from Laos 
at un Headquarters, MrC said.

His appointment as CEO, the first 
from Laos in the MrC’s 25-year his-
tory, was endorsed by the MrC Min-
isterial Council last november fol-
lowing a unanimous decision by the 
MrC joint Committee. 

On january 13, the commission 
urged the six Mekong countries - 
China, Myanmar, Laos, Thailand, 
Cambodia, and Vietnam – to ur-
gently address regional low flows, 
water fluctuations and drought as 
the Lower Mekong river experi-

ences record low flows for the third 
consecutive year.

It said during that the last three 
years flows in the Mekong main-
stream have dropped to their lowest 
levels in more than 60 years. year 2020 
was the lower Mekong Basin’s driest 
year when rainfall was below normal 
levels in every month except October.

The call was made in a MrC Secre-
tariat’s new 100-page long report enti-
tled “Mekong Low Flow and Drought 
Conditions in 2019–2021”.  The report 
said that since 2015, the hydrological 
regime has changed, with increased 
dry season flow and reduced wet sea-
son flow caused by increased storage 
reservoirs in the basin. 

“Together, these factors may have 
adversely affected fisheries and ag-
riculture outputs, impacted people’s 

livelihoods, and threatened to dis-
turb the Mekong Basin’s delicate 
ecosystems. Proactive cooperation 
is essential from all the MrC Mem-
ber Countries, to jointly address 
these issues,” said an Pich Hatda, 
former CEO of the MrC Secretariat.

He said the six countries can take 
some immediate steps to mitigate 
the crisis, including establishing 
a joint notification mechanism on 
unusual water level fluctuations 
and exploring coordinated opera-
tion management of reservoirs and 
hydropower dams. 

The six countries should exam-
ine options to build more storage 
to manage pressing drought and 
flood conditions, as well as an op-
erational model for the whole Me-
kong Basin, he said.

new Mekong river 
Commission chief 
Kittikhoun signals 
climate issue focus

A man throws a fishing net into the Mekong River in Kohdach commune of the capital’s Chroy Changvar district in 2020. hong menea

Anoulak Kittikhoun, the newly-appointed CEO of the Mekong 
River Commission Secretariat. mRC

The Australia 
Cambodia education 
Academy (AusCam 
Academy) on 

Monday hosted the Australia 
Day Scholarship Award 
celebration, and welcomed 
visitors – bringing together 
parents and students to learn 
more about Australian culture, 
the campus and international 
opportunities provided by the 
academy.

The two-hour event at its 
Chroy Changvar campus was 
presided over by AusCam 
Academy principal Kim Peters 
and Australian Ambassador 
to Cambodia Pablo Kang, who 
lauded the value of education, 
calling it a top priority for both 
Australians and Cambodians.

Ambassador Kang went on 
to highlight Australia’s com-
mitment to developing quality 
education in Cambodia, adding 
that, since 1994, more than 
850 Cambodian students have 
been awarded scholarships by 
the Australian government to 
undertake postgraduate studies 
in Australia. 

“World class education, 
proximity to Cambodia, great 
natural beauty, cultural diver-
sity, positive living experience 
and wonderful weather were 
among the reasons making 
Australia by far the most pop-
ular english-speaking destina-
tion for Cambodian students,” 

said Ambassador Kang. 
he also commended those 

who have decided to enrol 
for Australian curriculum 
programme and choosing to 
further their study in Australia 
that they have made a great 

choice and they won’t regret it. 
held prior to Australia Day, 

which takes place on January 
26, the event was also an op-
portunity for current and pro-
spective parents and students, 
along with public and private 

sector guests, to interact.
Offering a quality blend of 

Cambodian and Australian 
curricula, AusCam Academy 
has become an industry leader 
for students aged three to 18, 
and Peters said this is down 
to the spirit of excellence and 
global leadership offered at 
AusCam Academy. 

“With over a decade of edu-
cational leadership in Australia 
and internationally, I place 
emphasis on educating students 
from a holistic point of view on 
being a good global citizen. 

“With her 15 years of 
experience in the education 
industry – with IB, Cam-
bridge, Canadian, American 
and Australian Curriculum 
– AusCamAcademy helps 
students learn according to 
their different learning styles 
and needs so they can make as 

much progress as possible. Our 
students will be also doing lots 
of arts and sport lessons in a 
supporting, caring and nurtur-
ing environment,” said Peters. 

Through support from the 
Victoria State Department 
of education and Training 
and in collaboration with 
sister schools in Australia, 
students who plan to further 
or transfer their study to 
Australia have the option of 
two years’ study for Australian 
state and territory education 
certificates in addition to 
Australia university foundation 
pathway that is also available 
at AusCam academy by 
Swinburne University of 
Technology, Australia.

The university foundation 
programme by Australia’s 
Swinburne University of 
Technology is suitable for 

grade 11 and 12 students who 
wish to study in Australia. This 
is run in conjunction with the 
Overseas Learning Centre at 
AusCam Academy. 

Peters said the foundation 
programme prepares students 
prior to embarking on their 
overseas education so that 
they become accustomed to 
the culture, making studying 
abroad more successful.

“Students can learn parts of 
the majors that they are going 
to study in Australia. When 
they’re ready, they are more 
independent and know what 
university looks like.

AusCam Academy embraces 
diversity and inclusivity when 
it comes to students, Peters 
said, adding that teachers work 
with students to help them find 
the best way to learn.

The Australia Day 
Scholarship Award ceremony 
was also attended by ACe 
principal and Australian 
Chamber of Commerce 
president Ashley Irving, 
International Business 
Chamber executive director 
Katherine McLean, ACe and 
IDP education country director 
Mao Sreng and parents from 
Chroy Changvar community.

The AusCam Academy is 
located at 658 Tonle Sap Road, 
Chroy Chongvar (opposite the 
Chea Sim Chroy Chongvar high 
School), in Phnom Penh.   

Australia Cambodia Education Academy 
offers full benefits of Australian education

The Australia Day Scholarship Award celebration held on Monday. 

Ambassador  Pablo Kang.  

 Ambassador Pablo Kang (left) and AusCam Academy Principal Kim Peters. 
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Orm Bunthoeurn

S
IEM Reap is to wel-
come back Songkran 
celebrations on the 
first day of Khmer New 

Year, following two years of 
pandemic-driven postpone-
ments, according to provin-
cial governor Tea Seiha.

Seiha said on January 18 that 
the decision to resume the 
Songkran came after Cambo-
dia had reopened in all socio-
economic sectors, and exten-
sive testing had been carried 
out to see if the country would 
see widespread community 
cases of Covid 19. He said the 
testing proved that no ma-
jor outbreak had recurred, as 
demonstrated by the success 
of New Year’s Eve celebrations.

He said the event is being or-
ganised to attract local and in-
ternational visitors back to the 
province and many celebrations 
are planned, including cultu 
ral and sporting events, music 
concerts and a fashion show.

“We will have cultural events 
like we did in previous years, 
but we will organise them so 
that social distancing can be 
practised. Some of these events 
were prepared for up to two 
years ago, but were interrupted 
by the pandemic,” he said.

The governor expected that 
many people will flock to the 
province as it had been sig-

nificantly upgraded, both in 
Siem Reap town and the sur-
rounding countryside, as well 
as at the temples, he said.

“Hotels and guesthouse have 
resumed operation, so we have 
the ability to welcome many 
tourists. This is a the perfect 
opportunity for Siem Reap to 
resume the Songkran,” he said.

Luot Bun Chhuob, a tour 
guide based in Siem Reap, 

said that he was happy to 
hear that the Songkran 
would return this year. How-
ever, he said he was still con-
cerned about Omicron.

“As one who has been job-
less for many months, I am 
happy to hear the authorities 
focus on the tourism sector, 
but I am still concerned about 
the Omicron; I am afraid that 
it may lead to another lock-

down. I hope that because we 
have received the third dose, it 
will not lead to that,” he said.

Govern Seiha said to pre-
vent any potential risks, the 
authorities were encourag-
ing all eligible people to keep 
their vaccinations up to date, 
and insisting on widespread 
preventative measures, such 
as the three dos and three 
don’ts.
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Win-Win Policy Day noted 
on calendar, but no holiday
Mom Kunthear

THE government has decided 
to add Win-Win Policy Day, 
December 29, to the annual 
calendar, albeit not as a public 
holiday, according to a letter 
signed by Prime Minister Hun 
Sen on January 14. 

He said that December 29 
marks a complete end to the civ-
il war, an end to bloodshed and 
complete peace through policy. 

The letter said that for the 
past 23 years, Cambodia has set 
December 29, 1998 as the end 
of the civil war and the begin-
ning of comprehensive peace.

Following the stages of civil 
war and the genocidal regime 
of Pol Pot, the emergence of 
the win-win policy saw a re-
turn to peace, the letter said.

“In order to be grateful and 
remember this precious poli-
cy, the government would like 
to advise all ministries, insti-
tutions, capital and provinces 
to set December 29, Win-Win 
Policy Day, in annual calen-
dars without holiday from 
2022 onwards,” Hun Sen said.

All such organisations must 
erect banners and signs to 
celebrate Win-Win Policy Day 
with the message, “Thank 
you, peace!  Thank you, win-
win policy! I am grateful to the 
founders, the leaders and the 
win-win policy operators who 
brought peace and complete 
national unity”, the letter stated.

Cambodian Institute for 
Democracy president Pa 

Chanroeun told The Post on 
January 18 that the inclusion 
of Win-Win Policy Day in the 
national calendar was not 
wrong, but some other dates 
linked to historical events 
should also be included.

“I do not think it’s wrong to 
include this day in the national 
calendar without a holiday, 
because it has no impact on 
productivity and raises public 
awareness. It’s also an opportu-
nity for the younger generation 
to understand history,” he said.

Chanroeun suggested that 
the government include other 
historical events such as the 

Paris Peace Agreements Octo-
ber 23 and International Human 
Rights Day on December 10.

“Without the Paris Peace Ac-
cords, there would have been 
no win-win policy,” he said.

Of the 28 public holidays 
formerly marked, the govern-
ment has removed six.  

The holidays that were de-
ducted are International Chil-
dren’s Day; the Paris Peace 
Agreements; Human Rights 
Day; Meak Bochea; National 
Day of Remembrance; and 
the birthday of King Norodom 
Sihamoni which was reduced 
from two days to one.

A view of the Win-Win Memorial in Prek Tasek commune of Phnom Penh’s 
Chroy Changvar district in 2021. HONG MENEA

Khmer New Year’s Songkran 
returns to Siem Reap in 2022 

Revellers enjoy Songkran in Siem Reap in 2019 prior to the pandemic. ANGKOR SONGKRAN VIA FACEBOOK

Khouth Sophak Chakrya 

A SENIOR Ministry of Health 
official has warned of legal 
action against doctors who 
open clinics without legal per-
mission or registration.

The warning was made by 
Thea Kruy, ministry secretary 
of state and chairman of the 
National Medical Council,on 
January 16 during the opening 
ceremony of the 12th Continu-
ous Professional Development 
Day, held virtually in Siem 
Reap province. 

“The development day is 
very important to establish 
and strengthen the monitor-
ing of new developments and 
changes relating to the health 
sector. If doctors want to con-
tinue their medical careers at 
health centres or provincial 
referral hospitals, they are 
obligated to register as mem-
bers of the medical council,” 
he said.

If they fail to register, they 
will not be allowed to examine 
patients, treat diseases or open 
medical clinics.

“Registration across the med-
ical profession is essential, so 
we will have a clear under-
standing of each doctor’s qual-
ifications and abilities. Doctors 
who do not register but con-
tinue to treat patients are act-
ing illegally,” he added. 

He also advised that the 

Siem Reap provincial medical 
council prepare a list of unreg-
istered doctors and send it to 
the relevant authorities for 
legal action.

Kruy complimented all reg-
istered doctors on their efforts 
to overcome the challenges 
and difficulties of performing 
their duties, and for the increase 
in people receiving health 
check-ups and treatment.

He added that for the provi-
sion of medical examination 
and care to be of a high qual-
ity, there are two driving fac-
tors – technical capacity and 
professional ethics. 

uy Chanthol, chairman of 
the Siem Reap provincial med-
ical council, said the province 
currently has 574 Cambodian 
and 98 foreign doctors regis-
tered, with 87 who have not 
registered, or whose registra-
tion has lapsed. 

“unregistered doctors, 
please ensure you complete 
the process as soon as possi-
ble, so you are protected by the 
Kingdom’s health professional 
laws,” he said. 

Chanthol also reminded all 
members to renew annually so 
they were not practising ille-
gally, lest they face legal con-
sequences.

Registration required 
for Kingdom’s doctors
to practise medicine

www.phnompenhpost.com
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Mackerel fishing ban returns 
from january 15 to March 31 
Khouth Sophak Chakrya

T
HE Fisheries admin-
istration has issued a 
notice to all offshore 
fishermen in Cambo-

dia that fishing for mackerel 
during the spawning season 
from january 15 to March 31 
is forbidden. 

according to the announce-
ment by the Fisheries admin-
istration, as of january 15 
there is a “closure of fishing 
for mackerel fish” until the 
new season begins March 31. 

“In order to contribute to 
the preservation and pro-
tection of sea fisheries re-
sources, the Fisheries ad-
ministration hopes that all 
people engaged in fishing for 
mackerel will stop this type 
of fishing from january 15 to 
March 31,” Fisheries admin-
istration director-general 
Pum Sotha underlined in the 
announcement.

However, fishermen are still 
able to continue fishing for 

marine animals such as crabs, 
squid, prawns and other spe-
cies of fish to support their 
families, according to direc-
tor of Preah Sihanouk provin-
cial Fisheries administration 
Em Phea on january 18. 

“We ban fishing for macker-
el, but apart from that species 
we do not ban sea fishermen 
from fishing, they can pro-
ceed as usual,” he said.

Phea said that in 2021 the 
total catch from sea fishing 
was more than 47,500 tonnes 
– a decrease of 50 tonnes 
compared to 2020.

Kim Khun, a fisherman from 
a community in Prey nop 
district’s O’Chrov commune 
of Preah Sihanouk province, 
told The Post that this season 
his fishing business was not 
making much money.

“During the off-season for 
mackerel, we caught only 
three to five kg a day, because 
now even crabs, shrimps and 
squid are not plenty,” he said.

Kampot provincial Fisher-

ies administration director 
Sar Sorin said the decline in 
the marine catch was due to 
a number of factors, includ-
ing climate change causing 
frequent thunderstorms. 

However, he said, the de-
cline was also due to human 
factors in particular such as 
the loss of habitat in the fish-
ery due to coastal develop-
ment activities, illegal fishing 
gear use and limited aware-
ness of environmental protec-
tion and natural resources.

He said that in 2021, the total 
catch by fishermen was about 
18,000 tonnes. This amount 
decreased by 2,300 tonnes or 
11 percent compared to 2020, 
while last year the total catch 
was 20,300 tonnes.

Theng Borin, the head of the 
Kep provincial agriculture, 
forestry and fisheries depart-
ment, said that the total yield 
caught by fishermen in 2021 
was 5,247 tonnes. Meanwhile, 
about 40 fishery crimes were 
investigated.

“During the off-season for 
mackerel fishing, our experts 
have been educating fisher-
men and expanding the com-
munity crab bank manage-
ment programme to increase 
income,” Borin said.

according to Borin, Kep is 
rich in sea grass, which is an 
important source of food for 
all kinds of marine life, espe-
cially crabs and shrimp. The 
sea grass conservation area in 
Kep province has a total area 
of 3,095ha under the control 
of the state fisheries.

Lay Sary, deputy director 
of the Koh Kong provincial 
Department of agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries, told 
The Post that during the off-
season for mackerel fishing, 
officials from the Fisheries 
administration organised the 
deployment of concrete boxes 
in the area for conservation 
of mackerel and they educate 
fishermen to participate in 
the protection and conserva-
tion of marine resources.

Grim start to 2022 with high road casualty numbers
Orm Bunthoeurn

aT LEaST 101 people were killed and 
237 others injured in 185 road accidents 
from january 1 to 17, according to 
national road Safety Committee 
(nrSC) secretary-general Min Meanvy.

Meanvy, who also serves as secre-
tary of state for the Ministry of Public 
Works and Transport, told The Post 
on january 17 that the frequency of 
traffic accidents in Cambodia over 
the first 17 days of the year is 
“extremely worrying”.

She added that of the 101 deaths in 
the first 17 days of the year, 81 were 
motorcyclists and 49 of them were 
not wearing helmets. 

“On behalf of the nrSC, I would like 
to appeal to all road users and urge 
them to be careful and comply with 
the traffic safety standards set out in 
the traffic law such as not driving over 
the speed limit and not drinking alco-
hol. If you are driving, please respect 
the right of way and do not turn or 
pass in risky places. always keep to 
the right, respect the traffic lanes and 

please wear helmets when riding a 
motorcycle,” she said.

Kim Pagna, director of the asia Inju-
ry Prevention Foundation, said on 
january 17 that he had not yet been 
able to review the reports of traffic 
accidents that occurred by mid-janu-
ary of this year, but overall he noted 
that the number of casualties in the 
daily report was high, especially for 
this year’s new year holiday.

He added that in order to change 
the attitudes of people and get them 
to obey the traffic law two measures 
were needed. The first was to educate 
people and to integrate this driver’s 
education into schools from primary 
school through high school and the 
second measure was increased law 
enforcement activity. 

He said that in the past his organi-
sation had educated a lot of people 
in the target group, but civil society 
organisations had also asked law 
enforcement authorities to prioritize 
the implementation of the traffic law, 
because when the authorities enforce 
the traffic law the number of fatalities 

and injuries decreases significantly. 
“as it is now – close to the tradi-

tional Chinese new year, which will 
arrive at the end of january – we ask 
the authorities to enforce the law 
even during that period and we ask 
the people not to view the implemen-
tation of the law as being for the per-
sonal benefit of the authorities but in 
order to prevent traffic accidents 
from occurring,” he said.  

Meanvy said that law enforcement 
has not been relaxed recently and 
despite the government’s efforts to 
tighten enforcement and educate 
drivers, traffic accidents continued 
to occur.

according to Meanvy, obeying the 
traffic law is about valuing one’s own 
life, family and the other people who 
share the road in order to live in har-
mony and participate in maintaining 
peace and development.

“Please join us in improving road 
safety at all times and in all places and 
participate in the Telegram channel 
‘Our Traffic Safety’ with a constructive 
spirit of national unity,” she said. Three were injured in a road accident in Kratie province on January 17. NATIONAL POLICE

A woman receives Pfizer vaccine for her fourth dose at a market in 
Phnom Penh’s Chroy Changvar district on January 16. HONG MENEA

Authorities and locals patrol in Peam Krasaop’s Salmon Safety Sanctuary in Koh Kong province in March of last year. KOH KONG ADMINISTRATION

Mom Kunthear

OVEr the first four days of the 
Covid-19 fourth-dose vaccina-
tion campaign, nearly 100,000 
people volunteered to get the 
jabs. The campaign kicked off 
on january 14 as the Omicron 
variant continues to spread in 
the Kingdom.

Ministry of Health spokes-
woman Or Vandine, who is also 
head of the national Covid-19 
vaccination committee, said that 
after Prime Minister Hun Sen 
announced the availability of 
fourth doses, many people went 
to various places for vaccinations.

The locations available for 
fourth doses include Calmette 
Hospital, national Maternal 
and Child Health Centre, Preah 
ang Duong Hospital, national 
Pediatric Hospital, Preah 
Kosomak Hospital, Khmer-So-
viet Friendship Hospital and all 
health centres in Phnom Penh.

“I have noticed that many of 
our people are happy to receive 
their fourth dose. I believe 
they have a clear understand-
ing of the need for this booster 
shot,” she said.

Vandine reiterated her call 
for the people to exercise extra 
caution to prevent person-to-
person transmission and to 
strengthen protective health 
measures.

“In order for our new normal 
lives to continue to be sustain-

able because we do not want 
to go back to the way of lock-
downs or bans on travel and 
gatherings… we must unite to 
curb the spread of Covid-19,” 
Vandine added.

according to the health min-
istry, as of january 17 more 
than 4.6 million people had 
been vaccinated with third 
doses and nearly 100,000 had 
received the fourth shot.

The Ministry of national 
Defence began administering 
fourth doses to soldiers and 
their families on january 17 at 
Preah Ket Mealea Hospital. 

Ith Sarath, deputy com-
mander-in-chief of the royal 
Cambodian armed Forces 
(rCaF) and head of the mili-
tary’s vaccination commission, 
said the military was testing 
out the process for administer-
ing the Pfizer vaccines.  

“Pfizer is different from the 
Chinese-made Sinovac and 
Sinopharm vaccines. The Chi-
nese jabs are easier to main-
tain than Pfizer. For Sinovac 
and Sinopharm, we can just 
bring the vaccines to the peo-
ple to administer them. But 
with Pfizer, we must bring the 
people to get the vaccines,” he 
said, explaining that the jabs 
require cold storage at a tem-
perature lower than 80 degrees 
Celsius and Cambodia does 
not have this capability in the 
provinces yet.

Fourth-dose booster 
campaign gets going 
with 100,000 jabbed
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Business
Trading informaTion on Cambodia SeCuriTieS exChange

Auction Trading Method (ATM)

no SToCk CloSing PriCe oPening PriCe high low

1 ABC 10,420 10,360 10,420 10,340

2 GTI 4,260 4,240 4,260 4,160

3 PAS 13,280 13,280 13,320 13,280

4 PEPC 3,100 3,100 3,100 3,090

5 PPAP 14,800 14,860 14,860 14,800

6 PPSP 2,080 2,070 2,090 2,070

7 PWSA 7,100 7,100 7,100 7,060

Date: January 18, 2022

Biggest solar farm
set to more than
double in capacity
Hom Phanet

P
LanS are underway to ex-
pand the capacity of the 
Kingdom’s largest solar 
power station, by nearly 167 

per cent from 90MW to 240MW, to 
help meet demand and reduce en-
ergy costs, according to the head of 
state-run electric utility Electricite 
du Cambodge (EdC).

Owned and developed by Sch-
neiTec Co Ltd, the solar farm was 
built at a total cost of $28 million 
with an initial capacity of 60MW on 
a 135ha site in ansar Kdam village, 
Sna ansa commune of Pursat prov-
ince’s easternmost district of Krakor. 
It is located within the boundaries 
of Krakor Special Economic Zone.

During a visit elsewhere in the 
district on january 16, EdC director-
general Keo rottanak commented 
on the value of the record-setting 
project as a clean energy source, 
and confirmed that Prime Minister 
Hun Sen had agreed to the expan-
sion, according to local online me-
dia outlet Fresh news.

rottanak sees the project as the fu-
ture location for field trips and research 

experiences for students, technicians 
and scientists, as well as a source of 
great pride for the people of Krakor as 
well as Pursat, which he said was se-
lected by the government to develop 
the labour market and cut migration.

Pursat provincial governor Cheav 
Tay told The Post that the genera-
tion of solar power has greatly ben-
efitted the people of Pursat as well 
as other provinces.

“Solar-generated power does not 
adversely affect the environment and 
helps push down electricity rates,” 
he said, noting that electrification in 
Pursat now exceeds 90 per cent.

He also noted that a South Korean-
developed 80MW hydropower plant in 
Pursat was now 10 per cent complete.

Local investors, particularly small- 
and medium-sized enterprises have 
often complained that high elec-
tricity rates have had a significant 
impact on the competitiveness of 
domestic products in the internal 
market, relative to imports.

Federation of associations for 
Small and Medium Enterprises of 
Cambodia (Fasmec) president Te 
Taingpor pointed out that electricity 
and transport rates in the Kingdom 

remain higher than in neighbouring 
countries despite government ben-
efits, which he said amount to a one-
fifth reduction in associated costs.

This makes the processing of 
higher value products unfeasible, 
forcing Cambodia to export a lot of 
raw materials, he rued.

He advocated for more power 
plants, saying the facilities would 

slash costs for local producers and 
remove a major impediment to the 
competitiveness of a growing share 
of businesses.

“If the government allows inves-
tors to bankroll the development of 
more solar power plants, this would 
promote more competition as elec-
tricity rates dip, giving local products 
a leg up to outshine those from Viet-

nam or Thailand,” Taingpor said.
The Council for the Development 

of Cambodia announced in april 
2019 that it had approved a final reg-
istration certificate for SchneiTec Co 
Ltd’s solar farm.

Krakor Special Economic Zone also 
houses a garment factory, a trans-
former factory, and an assembly 
plant for Ford vehicles and parts.

Continued from page 1

plant in northeastern Kandal 
province’s Khsach Kandal dis-
trict; and TMH Poultry Co Ltd’s 
$5.7 million food production 
plant with chicken, duck, pork 
and beef processing and pack-
aging facilities in northeastern 
Kampong Speu province’s 
Oudong district are respec-
tively anticipated to provide 
265 and 226 new jobs.

Two others, due to deliver 
194 and 192 jobs, are Haopai 
Decoration Material (Cambo-
dia) Co Ltd’s $4.2 million fac-
tory to manufacture rubber 
tiles and baseboards, f loor 
mats and rug pads in western 
Kandal’s ang Snuol district; 
and Cambodian Guoxing yi 
Qun Lang Plywood Co Ltd’s 
$3.4 million plywood process-
ing plant in Kampong Thom 
province’s southernmost dis-

trict of Baray.
The CDC notes that a pro-

portion of the wood to be 
processed at the plant will be 
locally-grown.

The other two projects are 
garment factories that are 
planned to bring 649 and 714 
new jobs – Mutita Textile Social 
Enterprise Co Ltd’s $3.9 mil-
lion plant in Battambang town 
and Independence Clothing 
(Cambodia) Co Ltd’s $3.1 mil-
lion project in the capital’s Por 
Sen Chey district.

Cambodia Chamber of Com-
merce vice-president Lim 
Heng heralded the latest string 
of CDC-approved projects as 
a fresh positive sign, saying 
they would provide new 
opportunities to foster greater 
economic growth during and 
after Covid-19 crisis.

The entry of investments 
across broader sets of sectors 

would reduce economic vul-
nerabilities associated with 
stagnation traps, as produc-
tion rises and exports gain bet-
ter market access around the 
world, he said.

“The steady growth in invest-
ments now is inseparable from 
its positive determinants such 
as political stability, legal 
reforms in investment, the 
entry into force of a free trade 
agreement [FTa] with China 
and the recently-signed 
regional Comprehensive Eco-
nomic Partnership, as well as 
and higher rates of vaccination 
against the [Covid-19] virus,” 
Heng said.

royal academy of Cambodia 
economics researcher Ky 
Sereyvath told The Post on 
january 18 that the projects 
which have been given the nod 
by the CDC year-to-date have 
been quite diverse, and not 

limited to light industry.
a more diversified portfolio 

of project will serve as a strong, 
reliable pillar of growth in the 
economy that would stand tall 
should any one sector encoun-
ter uncertain contingencies, 
he opined.

“This is a starting point, 
albeit an accomplishment that 
the government and private 
sector in Cambodia have 
earned through their onerous 
contributions to the develop-
ment of new investment laws 
and subsequent bilateral and 
multilateral FTas that are tai-
lored to draw in more invest-
ment,” Sereyvath said.

He said the rash of new CDC-
endorsed projects would bring 
in modern technologies into 
the Kingdom and accelerate 
diversification in production, 
supporting a transition away 
from garments.

A solar farm in Banteay Meanchey province. HEAN RANGSEY

The Council for the Development of Cambodia on Monday posted a list 
of 10 newly-approved projects, with registered capital investment of 
nearly $1.9 billion. HENG CHIVOAN

new projects an ‘accomplishment, but starting point’

USD / KHR USD / CAD USD / CNY USD / JPY USD / MYR USD / SGD USD / THB AUD / USD EUR / USD GBP / USD

4,100 1.2526 6.3534 114.67 4.1835 1.3494 33.12 0.7184 1.1389 1.3624
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The Ministry of education, 
Youth and Sport oversees 
education at national level 
and it delegates the authority 

to provincial departments to manage 
the education at the sub-national 
level. 

The ministry is also involved 
in developing sport, information 
technology-related studies, research 
and development, and technical 
education. The Cambodian govern-
ment is modernising the education 
system by promoting digital learn-
ing to respond to the growing needs 
of the global industry. 

The Ministry of education 
has partnered with Metfone – a 
leading company in the telecoms 
and digital technology sector – to 
develop the School Information 
System (SIS) to digitalise educa-
tion in Cambodia. 

The SIS system makes learn-
ing more effective and productive. 
The user-friendly system that fully 
utilises digital features opens the 
door for schools to the digital world 
and serves as the best alternative 
for students to learn remotely. 

The SIS Cambodia app is devel-
oped to improve students’ online 
learning, perform their homework 
effectively and easy-to-review 
classes if they miss their regular 
lessons.  

Parents and school directors 
can rely on the SIS app to track 
students’ progress, monitor their 
attendance, homework, reports 

prepared by teachers and students’ 
academic achievements. 

This mobile application is ben-
eficial to the students’ development 
and also helps in the administration 

of schools. School administrators 
can store valuable information in 
the SIS archiving system. 

Metfone’s SIS Cambodia makes 
education safer, simpler and more 

cost-effective for students, parents 
and schools, and this innovative 
mobile application is set to enhance 
digitally-based education in the 
Kingdom. 

Metfone’s SIS digital technology set to enhance 
online learning and school management  

The SIS system helps in creating productive and efficient school ecosystem . SUPPLIED

Hom Phanet

C
HInESE investment 
in Cambodia will 
bolster the produc-
tion and export of 

fruits and other agricultural 
produce and shore up the de-
velopment of sustainable val-
ue chains, according to Min-
ister of agriculture, Forestry 
and Fisheries Veng Sakhon.

a post on Sakhon’s Facebook 
page on january 17 noted that 
the minister made the remark 
earlier that day at a meeting 
on agricultural cooperation 
with a company identified 
only as “Hualong”.

The Ministry of Commerce’s 
business registry shows three 
companies named “Hualong” – 
Hualong ji Tuan SHV Sand Field 
Co Ltd, Hualong Tou Zi ji Tuan 
(Cambodia) Co Ltd, and Hua-
long jianshe Fa Zhan (Cambo-
dia) Co Ltd – all of which were 
incorporated in 2019 and have 
“Li Zhonghua” listed as director 
and chairman.

The minister said a “com-
prehensive strategic partner-
ship” established between 
the two countries has allured 
a host of Chinese investors 
to Cambodian agriculture, as 
stated in the post.

Sakhon commented that a 
different firm, named “Hun 
Ty”, had invested in an 80ha 
agro-industrial centre that 
features a market and displays 
of agricultural goods, as well as 
cold storage, pest-control and 
packaging facilities for fruits 

such as mangoes, longan, ba-
nanas and coconuts, as well as 
aquaculture products.

The minister had previous-
ly said Hun Ty was set up in 
2017 by antony Wang, whom 
Sakhon identified as an in-
vestor hailing from mainland 
China. The business registry 
indicates that Hun Ty Co Ltd 
– which has Wang listed as 
director and chairman – was 

incorporated in 2014.
“Comprehensive coopera-

tion between the two govern-
ments will afford investors, 
farmers, plantation owners 
and traders the opportunity to 
expand their production, pro-
cessing and export potential 
in line with the ‘new normal’, 
with the agriculture ministry 
on standby to lend a hand to 
ensure that investments are 

successful,” he said.
The post noted that Chinese 

companies have invested in 
loads of other similar agricul-
ture- and aquaculture-related 
projects involving commer-
cial and exhibition spaces, as 
well as processing, packag-
ing, pest-control and sanita-
tion facilities.

These investments aim to 
develop the Cambodian agri-

cultural sector, and to ensure 
an adequate supply of exports 
and guarantee that they are 
up to quality, safety and other 
pertinent standards, the post 
cited an unnamed male direc-
tor of “Hualong” – most likely 
“Li Zhonghua” – as saying.

The director said he hopes 
that Chinese investment in the 
Kingdom will provide a mean-
ingful boost in the presence 

of Cambodian agricultural 
produce on the international 
market, especially in China.

a july 25, 2020 report on 
the Ministry of national De-
fence’s webpage identified Li 
as a director of China railway 
18th Bureau Group (Cambo-
dia) Co Ltd, and a compari-
son with images released by 
the agriculture ministry on 
january 17 confirms that he 
was present at the event.

Cambodia Chamber of 
Commerce vice-president 
Lim Heng told The Post that 
the government has chosen 
to pursue agriculture as the 
mainstay of the economy, in 
light of the Covid-19 crisis.

He underscored that invest-
ment in the sector would be 
key to restore the economy 
and create growth momen-
tum over the coming years.

If the Kingdom intends to 
draw in appreciable numbers 
of foreign investors, it is im-
perative that it tackle a host 
of issues to really amplify its 
appeal and smooth relevant 
processes, he said, identifying 
agricultural land, irrigation 
systems, human resources, 
logistics and electricity prices 
as priority areas.

“The new Law on Investment 
is already in place, along with 
bilateral and regional free trade 
agreements, and the provided 
mechanisms will all serve to 
catch the fancy of investors – 
Chinese and Cambodian ones 
above all – after the Covid-19 
situation eases,” he said.

Minister heralds Chinese agri investments

Agriculture minister Veng Sakhon (fourth right) and Li Zhonghua (sixth left) at a meeting on agricultural cooperation on Monday. VENG SAKHON VIA FACEBOOK
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aMOnG the real estate assets in the 
asia-Pacific, Colliers’ 2022 Global Inves-
tor Outlook report predicted indus-
trial and logistics to be the most cov-
eted in the region, whilst they named 
core and core-plus office spaces to be 
the top investment preference.

In the last quarter of 2021, investors 
have put off their transactions as they 
anticipate the return of cross-border 
capital flows as travel and business 
activity resumed.

Terence Tang, asia managing direc-
tor of capital markets and investment 
services at Colliers, said: “Optimism 
across the asia-Pacific region contin-
ues to gather momentum and inves-
tors have a clear appetite to expand 
their portfolios.

“Transaction volumes are recover-
ing back to their pre-Covid highs, and 
asset operating performances remain 
in a cyclical upswing.”

Based on the survey the firm con-
ducted, industrial and logistics are the 
most sought-after, with over 20 per 
cent of investors expecting to achieve 
around 10-20 per cent capital value 
gains in value-add assets in 2022.

The report also stated that core-plus 
offices continue to be regional inves-
tors’ favourite asset class in Singapore, 
Sydney, and Tokyo. roughly 63 per 
cent of respondents revealed their 
intent to invest in these assets, as 
opposed to only 54 per cent in 2021.

Despite businesses testing remote 
and hybrid working schemes for their 
operations, the positive sentiment 
indicates confidence in the capital 
growth outlook and durability of 
these markets.

Multifamily projects across the 
region have also started to draw the 
attention of investors, yet the report 
noted that access to entry is mostly 
via development in australia and 
China. nearly 50 per cent of respond-
ents said that they are searching for 
development prospects, particularly 
keeping an eye on these markets.

as for core and value-add investors, 
the report found japan as their target, 
considering it as the only established 
market. yet, some participants also 
showed interest in smaller fragment-
ed multifamily markets, such as Sin-
gapore and Hong Kong. THE ISLAND (SRI 

LANKA)/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

TSMC earmarks $44B to shake off
S Korea’s Samsung in foundry race
T

HE goal of Samsung Elec-
tronics becoming the num-
ber-one foundry player by 
2030 is facing a major hur-

dle as its rival Taiwan Semiconduc-
tor Manufacturing Co Ltd (TSMC) 
prepares a whopping $44 billion in-
vestment in 2022 to consolidate its 
lead, according to industry sources 
on january 17.

“Last year, Samsung Electronics 
spent roughly 40 trillion won [$33.6 
billion] in memory, foundry and in-
frastructure investments. This year, 
TSMC plans to spend more than 50 
trillion won solely for the foundry 
business,” said Lee Seung-woo, an an-
alyst at Eugene Investment Securities.

“as the foundry business requires 
a tremendous amount of invest-
ment, under the current business 
structure it would be difficult for 
Samsung to catch up with TSMC.”

Samsung’s pursuit of TSMC faces 

greater uncertainties as 2022 is like-
ly to become the first year the South 
Korean tech giant is surpassed by 
the Taiwanese foundry dominant in 
terms of chip investments.

TSMC this year plans to invest up 
to 52.2 trillion won for chips, where-
as Samsung is estimated to spend 
45 trillion won. Its plan goes beyond 
Samsung’s recent chip investments, 
which stood at 32.9 trillion won in 
2020 and 40 trillion won in 2021 
which both far exceeded TSMC’s 
18.4 trillion won and 35.6 trillion 
won in the same period.

Behind TSMC’s massive chip invest-
ments stand staggering performance 
in 2021. Last year, TSMC’s revenue 
surged 24.9 per cent to $56.8 billion 
compared to a year prior, while its op-
erating profit spiked 40.9 per cent to 
$23.2 billion, which is almost at 90 per 
cent of Samsung’s operating profit in 
chip business worth $25.6 billion.

as TSMC doubles down on chip 
investments, its gap with Samsung is 
expected to only widen. according to 
TrendForce, TSMC commanded 53.1 
per cent of the global foundry market 
in the third quarter last year, followed 
by Samsung’s 17.1 per cent.

Knowing that it can’t beat TSMC in 
terms of scale, Samsung is making all-
out efforts to take the lead in technol-
ogy. Samsung aims to mass-produce 
3-nanometre (nm) chips in the first 
half of this year, which would be at 
least one month earlier than TSMC’s 
mass production timeline scheduled 
for the second half of this year.

To further catch up with its arch-
rival, Samsung aims to produce the 
3-nm chips with a breakthrough 
technology called gate-all-around 
(Gaa) which would allow up to a 
35 per cent decrease in area and 
30 per cent higher performance or 
50 per cent lower power consump-

tion compared to 5-nm chips.
TSMC is expected to apply Gaa 

technologies starting with 2-nm 
chips, which are set for mass pro-
duction in 2024.

nanometres refer to the distance 
between two transistors on a chip, 
with one nanometre being one-
billionth of a metre. The smaller 
the distance, the more transistors 
can fit inside and the faster the chip 
becomes. The shorter the distance 
also means less power is required to 
reach all the billions of transistors 
packed in a chip.

The most advanced chips in the 
market are 5-nm chips, which are in 
demand by advanced information 
technology (IT) firms such as apple 
and nvidia. They are also bestsellers 
in the cryptocurrency industry, where 
high-computing and low-power 
chips are essential for profitability. THE 

KOREA HERALD/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Thailand, Malaysia, Laos make inroads into crypto
TaXES on cryptocurrency trading 
should be fair, clear, practical and 
promote trade, the Thai Security and 
Exchange Commission’s former dep-
uty secretary-general Tipsuda Tha-
varamara said on january 16.

The revenue Department’s deci-
sion to discuss taxes for cryptocur-
rency trading with relevant agencies 
was a good move, she added.

Tipsuda also pointed out the three 
issues related to taxing cryptocur-
rency trading that are questionable, 
in the areas of capital gains tax, value-
added tax (VaT) and tax on issuing 
tokens.

First, the department’s decision to 
collect capital gains tax is unfair and 
unpractical as digital asset exchange 
operators do not pay investment 
returns to customers. Withholding tax 
also affects transactions as stores that 
accept cryptocurrencies must collect 
capital gains tax from customers.

Second, the department considers 
cryptocurrency a product, so busi-
nesses and traders are required to pay 
VaT for selling cryptocurrency. Many 
other countries, like australia, Singa-
pore and some European nations, 
have waived this tax for the sale of 
cryptocurrencies.

and third, the tax on the issuance 
of debentures should not apply to the 
issuing of investment tokens. The 
department says all issuances are 
considered as income unless exemp-
tion is announced.

“Whether policies focus on the pro-
motion of trade industry or not, the 
revenue Department should collect 
taxes fairly under clear rules and 
practises,” Tipsuda said.

neighbouring Malaysia is assessing 
the potential benefits of adopting a 
digital currency, the country’s central 
bank said.

Bank negara “is actively assessing 

the value proposition of central bank 
digital currency [CBDC] to Malaysia”, 
it said in an emailed response to a 
query from Bloomberg.

“While a decision has not been 
made to issue CBDC, we have focused 
our research on CBDC via proof-of-
concept and experimentation to 
enhance our technical and policy 
capabilities, should the need to issue 
CBDC arise in the future,” it said.

and over in Laos, the joint Develop-
ment Bank (jDB) on january 14 held 
a ceremony to announce that Bitqik 
Co Ltd had been given approval in-
principle to hold a Crypto Exchange 
Business Licence after an agreement 
in-principle had been granted for a 
cryptocurrencies exchange platform 
by the Bank of the Lao PDr (BoL), the 
central bank.

The ceremony took place at the jDB 
headquarters in the capital Vientiane 
and was attended by BoL governor 

Sonexay Sithphaxay, jDB board chair-
man Ekaphanh Phapithack, repre-
sentatives of government bodies and 
the management boards of jDB, Bitqik 
Co Ltd and SMG Group Sole Co Ltd.

BoL Payment Systems Department 
director-general Soulysak Tham-
nuvong reported the results of research 
and selection at the ceremony, on 
behalf of the research committee.

He noted that more than 30 busi-
nesses had submitted proposals to 
launch cryptocurrency trading services.

With due consideration of the 
terms of cryptocurrencies trading tri-
als, only two licensed crypto exchange 
platforms were given authority to 
operate in Laos, namely Bitqik Co 
Ltd, under SMG Group Sole Co Ltd 
and jDB, while the second is a joint 
venture between the aIF Group and 
the Phongsubthavy Group.

Speaking at the ceremony, jDB’s 
Ekaphanh underscored that setting 

up a company to provide cryptocur-
rency trading services is an opportu-
nity to attract money into Laos, con-
tribute to the country’s development, 
and pay profit tax to the government, 
which he described as turning crisis 
into advantage.

The BoL’s Sonexay said that proper 
action must be taken to operate in 
accordance with the rules and condi-
tions set by the government.

This is a new step by Lao investors 
to establish a cryptocurrency trading 
platform legally, under audit and 
management from the government, 
to ensure that investors are not at risk 
of being lied to.

It also enables people to invest with 
confidence in ways that the kip and 
other currencies, using a crypto plat-
form via the banking system, can be 
conveniently traded in the very near 
future. THE NATION (THAILAND), THE STAR  

(MALAYSIA), VIENTIANE TIMES/ANN

Investments
in asia-Pacific
industry and
logistics set to
bloom in 2022
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InDIan politicians are clam-
ouring for Elon Musk’s atten-
tion on Twitter, chasing the 
coveted right to host a Tesla 
factory, after the billionaire 
said government “challenges” 
were delaying his electric car 
company’s local launch.

Tesla’s hopes to sell its vehi-
cles in one of the world’s big-
gest markets have been stalled 
by efforts to negotiate lower 
import duties, which can be as 
high as 100 per cent.

after being quizzed about a 
potential launch date last week, 
Musk tweeted that his California, 
uS-based company was “still 
working through a lot of chal-
lenges with the government”, 
without giving further details.

The comments have since 
prompted ministers from sev-
eral Indian states to respond 
on Twitter with public over-
tures to the world’s wealthiest 
man – himself a prolific user 
of the social media platform.

“Hey Elon, I am the Industry 
& Commerce Minister of Tel-
angana state in India,” KT 
rama rao tweeted in response 
to Musk on january 14.

“Our state is a champion in 
sustainability initiatives & a top 
notch business destination.”

Three other states put their 
own cases forward over the 
weekend.

West Bengal’s minority 
affairs minister said his corner 
of the country boasted the best 
infrastructure and “vision”.

In Mumbai the development 
minister touted his state’s 
“progressive” credentials.

and in Punjab, lawmaker and 
retired international cricketer 
navjot Singh Sidhu promised a 
commitment to green jobs and 
sustainable development.

Musk has tweeted numerous 
times since his “challenges” 
comment on january 13, but 
has so far not responded to 
any of his Indian entreaties.

new Delhi has introduced 
incentives for foreign carmak-
ers to manufacture their vehi-
cles locally but Musk has said 
he wants to gauge demand 
with imports first.

India imposes a 100 per cent 
tax on imported electric vehi-
cles worth more than $40,000, 
and Tesla fears the steep duties 
will price them out of the cost-
sensitive Indian market.

Electric cars accounted for 
only 1.3 per cent of all vehicles 
sold in the country in 2020-
2021, according to research by 
digital consultancy Techarc.

The government’s target is 
for 30 per cent of private cars 
to be electric by 2030 as part of 
a wider push to decarbonise 
the transport sector. AFP

Vn won’t add wind, solar power in 2022
V

IETnaM’S Minis-
try of Industry and 
Trade will not add 
any more wind and 

solar power into this year’s 
plan, due to a lack of input fa-
cilities to transfer them to the 
national grid.

at the 2021 review meet-
ing of the national Load Dis-
patch Centre on january 10, its 
deputy director nguyen Quoc 
Trung said the total electric-
ity produced and imported 
including rooftop solar power 
output was expected to reach 
275.5 billion kWh this year, up 
7.9 per cent compared to 2021.

Trung said that total hydro-
power output was expected 
to be 82.5 billion kWh, 3.8 bil-
lion kWh higher than in 2021.

Traditional power sources ex-
pected to come into operation 
in 2022 were 3,407MW, includ-
ing large thermal power plants 
with a capacity of 600MW each 
plant, such as the nghi Son 2 
and Song Hau 1, with no more 
wind power, farm solar power 
and rooftop solar power to the 
grid this year.

Trung also said the south-
east gas source would reach 
13.5-14.5 million cubic me-
tres per day, while the south-
west gas sources would reach 
from 3.9-4.5 million cubic 
metres in the year.

Buying electricity from Chi-
na with an output of about 
380 million kWh in May and 
june was also expected.

For the north of Vietnam, 
Trung said the peak load was 
expected to grow by 9.5-13 
per cent, or increase by 2,497-

2,870MW in the year.
Though the north will have 

many potential risks of short-
ages during peak capacity, 
especially during the peak 
hot months from May to july, 
the national Load Dispatch 
Centre has proposed asked 
to adjust the repair schedule, 
changing the wiring in nghi 
Son when necessary so that 
the nghi Son 2 plant could 
supply the region when nec-
essary, together with calculat-

ing the purchase of Chinese 
electricity under the direction 
of Vietnam Electricity (EVn).

“Currently, low cost gas 
fields are decreasing while 
high cost gas fields were 
put into operation with the 
policy that BOT [build-oper-
ate-transfer] gas-fired power 
plants continue to be used, 
leading to the higher cost of 
new gas fields, affecting the 
electricity cost of the whole 
system,” Trung said.

Even after energising all ap-
proved new projects to ensure 
power supply to important 
load centres such as Hanoi 
and Ho Chi Minh City as well 
as to release renewable energy 
(rE), most of the 500kV trans-
formers were at full load.

“The using of rE sources in 
2022 continues to face many 
difficulties, because the pow-
er grid has suffered with the 
amount of rE sources that 
have been put into operation 

in recent years,” Trung said.
The challenges were report-

ed in the provinces of Binh 
Dinh, Khanh Hoa, Phu yen, 
ninh Thuan, Binh Thuan, Ca 
Mau, Bac Lieu, Dak Lak, Dak 
nong, Kon Tum and Gia Lai 
– the latter four of which bor-
der Cambodia.

In addition, with the in-
creasing rate of rE sources 
put into operation, the prob-
lem of stabilising the power 
system in real time was still 

a big challenge, he added.
Last year, the total new 

power source put into opera-
tion was 7,433MW, bringing 
the total installed capacity of 
the national power system to 
78,682MW including 75 wind 
power plants with a total ca-
pacity of about 3,600MW.

By the end of 2021, the total 
number of national dispatch-
ing plants was 337, an in-
crease of 73 plants compared 
to 2020.

Currently, there are 104 
plants directly participat-
ing in the power market with 
a total installed capacity of 
27,990MW, accounting for 36.8 
per cent of the total installed 
capacity of power plants. Dur-
ing the year, four new factories 
entered the market with a to-
tal capacity of 372MW.

In addition, the national 
dispatcher energised, tested 
and accepted many impor-
tant transmission lines and 
transformers projects on the 
500kV power grid such as 
energising eight new trans-
formers with a total capacity 
of 4,387MVa, increasing the 
capacity of five transform-
ers with a total capacity of 
3,900MW, and 14 newly ener-
gised 500kV lines with a total 
length of 2,022km. 

at the same time, the indus-
try has built 203 new 220kV-
110kV transformers with a 
total capacity of 13,016MVa, 
and 236 new sections of 
220kV-110kV transmission 
lines with a total length of 
3,450km. VIET NAM NEWS/ASIA NEWS 

NETWORK

Declining coffee production in Laos
needs urgent attention: association
THE Lao Coffee association 
(LCa) is worried about a steep 
decline in domestic coffee pro-
duction and a gradual increase 
in prices of the commodity.

The volume of production is 
continually decreasing, espe-
cially when compared to the 
figures for the past decade.

according to an update 
unveiled by the LCa, annual cof-
fee production may drop to 
20,000 tonnes in 2022, from 
50,000 tonnes in 2005-2006, and 
producers fear this trend could 
continue into the coming years.

Faced with this fresh chal-
lenge, LCa adviser Sisanouk 
Sisombath, who is also Sinouk 
Group president, met media 
representatives on january 14 
to provide an update on coffee 
prices and production in Laos 
and on the global markets.

During the meeting with a 
media group led by the Lao 
journalists’ association presi-
dent Savankhone razamountry, 
Sisanouk said the price of green 
coffee has seen a threefold 
increase when compared to the 
figures for the past 10 years.

“at the same time, the produc-
tion of coffee has continued to 
decline in the local and global 
markets,” he said, adding there 
were several reasons for the 
plunge in production. Climate 
change and the invasion of 
insects are among these factors.

Sisanouk said the LCa had 

recorded coffee production of 
more than 30,000 tonnes for 
2021.

“In 2022, it is forecast to be 
only 20,000 tonnes. It is a big 
shock for the Lao coffee indus-
try to experience such a con-
tinuous decline in annual pro-
duction,” he said.

The per-kg price of green 
coffee (robusta) in Laos has 
jumped from 3,200 to 9,300 kip 
($0.28 to $0.82) due to the 
decline in production, while 
the world’s largest coffee 
exporters, such as Brazil and 
Vietnam, also witnessed a 
decrease in production.

“The prices of Lao coffee are 
higher than the world prices, 
which is good for growers to 

make revenues. But the qual-
ity of the coffee bean will be 
lower when buyers are in a 
rush to buy beans for their 
processing factories,” he said.

Sisanouk noted that the ris-
ing price of green coffee pro-
duces positive results for grow-
ers, but it may lead to a loss of 
the quality for Lao coffee prod-
ucts when growers are in a 
rush to sell their beans.

Last month, coffee prices 
reached a new multi-year high 
as the monthly average of the 
International Coffee Organisa-
tion (ICO) composite indicator 
price broke through the 200 uS 
cents/lb mark, averaging 203.06 
uS cents/lb ($4.48 per kg).

This marked an increase of 4.0 

per cent when compared to the 
195.17 uS cents/lb recorded in 
november 2021. The price levels 
during the coffee year 2021-2022 
have so far marked a return to 
the higher levels seen in 2011.

as coffee prices continue to 
increase, intra-day volatility of 
the ICO composite indicator price 
increased by 0.6 percentage 
points to 10.1 per cent last month.

Exports of all forms of coffee 
in november totalled 9.25 mil-
lion 60-kg bags, down 12.4 per 
cent in comparison to 10.56 mil-
lion bags in november 2020.

In the first two month of the 
coffee year 2021-2022, the exports 
of South america decreased sig-
nificantly by 24.4 per cent to 9.67 
million 60-kg bags, as compared 
to 12.79 million bags in October-
november 2020.

Estimates of the total pro-
duction for coffee year 2020-
2021 were revised up margin-
ally to 169.66 million 60-kg 
bags, representing a 0.4 per 
cent increase as compared to 
169.00 million bags during the 
previous coffee year.

Since january 2021, when the 
ICO composite indicator was at 
115.73 uS cents/lb, an increase 
of 75.5 per cent has been record-
ed till last month, when the aver-
age price reached a decade-long 
high since September 2011, 
which averaged 213.04 uS cents/
lb, according to ICO reports. VIEN-

TIANE TIMES/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Indian states clamour
for Tesla car factory
following Musk tweet

The use of renewable energy (RE) sources in Vietnam is set to face many difficulties in 2022 due to power grid limitations. VNEXPRESS.NET

Lao Coffee Association (LCA) adviser Sisanouk  Sisombath (left). VIENTIANE TIMES
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n Korea fires more missiles, 
flouts threat of new sanctions
n

orth Korea said on 
january 18 that it 
test-fired two tacti-
cal guided missiles 

a day earlier to verify the accu-
racy of that weapon system.

Despite biting international 
sanctions, Pyongyang has con-
ducted a string of weapons tests 
this year, including hypersonic 
missiles, as leader Kim jong un 
pursues his avowed goal of fur-
ther strengthening the military.

reeling economically from 
a self-imposed coronavirus 
blockade, impoverished north 
Korea has not responded to 
Washington’s offers of talks, 
while doubling down on weap-
ons tests and vowing a “stron-
ger and certain” response to 
any attempts to rein it in.

the launches come at a deli-
cate time in the region, with 
north Korea’s sole major ally 
China set to host the Winter 
olympics next month and 
South Korea gearing up for a 
presidential election in March.

two “short-range ballistic 

missiles” were fired east from 
an airport in Pyongyang early 
on january 17, the South Ko-
rean military’s joint Chiefs of 
Staff (jCS) said, with japan also 
confirming the launch.

Fired just before 9am (0000 
GMt), they flew 380km at an al-
titude of 42km, the jCS added.

the frequent and varied tests 
this year indicate north Korea 
“is trying to improve its tech-
nology and operational capa-
bility in terms of covert actions”, 
japanese Defence Minister no-
buo Kishi told reporters.

Pyongyang said it successfully 
tested hypersonic gliding mis-
siles on january 5 and january 
11, with the second launch per-
sonally supervised by Kim.

In response, the uS imposed 
fresh sanctions on five north 
Koreans connected to the 
country’s ballistic missile pro-
grammes, prompting an angry 
reaction from Pyongyang.

a north Korean foreign min-
istry spokesman described the 
move as a “provocation”, accord-

ing to state news agency KCna.
If “the uS adopts such a con-

frontational stance, the DPrK 
will be forced to take stronger and 
certain reaction to it”, the spokes-
man said hours before Pyong-
yang fired two train-launched 
missiles on january 14.

analysts said the january 
17 test also appeared to be 
an attempt to send the uS a 
message.

“It is signalling that it will 
forge ahead with tests despite 
criticism,” hong Min of the Ko-
rea Institute for national unifi-
cation in Seoul said.

hypersonic missiles are a top 
priority in Pyongyang’s new five-
year defence development plan, 
unveiled in january 2021, which 
it has pursued while dialogue 
with the uS remained stalled.

With the country battling 
major economic hardship do-
mestically after years of Covid-
induced isolation, Pyongyang 
may be looking to offer citizens 
a military victory ahead of key 
domestic anniversaries.

“It needs to present some-
thing to north Koreans,” said 
Cheong Seong-chang of the 
Center for north Korea Studies 
at the Sejong Institute. 

“It now has become clear that 
it will be difficult for the north 
to score on the economic side.”

on the weekend, a north Ko-
rean freight train crossed the 
yalu river railroad bridge into 
China for the first time in over 
a year, according to the yonhap 
news agency.

the move could signal the 
prospect of resumed China-
north Korea land trade, which 
has been suspended since the 
start of the pandemic in early 
2020.

It is likely the missile launches 
will ease off ahead of the start of 
the Beijing Winter olympics, 
said yang Moo-jin of the uni-
versity of north Korean Studies.

“as stability on the penin-
sula is a prerequisite for the 
successful Beijing olympics, 
the north will not cross a red 
line,” yang said. AFP

Macau’s casino giants rally 
after gaming bill revealed
ShareS in Macau’s casino 
giants surged on the morn-
ing of january 17 after the 
world’s biggest gambling hub 
announced changes to its 
regulations, reducing the 
uncertainty that has plagued 
the lucrative sector’s six 
operators.

the Chinese territory’s multi-
billion-dollar industry has been 
on tenterhooks ever since offi-
cials announced plans to over-
haul the sector last September, 
but new rules unveiled on jan-
uary 14 were less punishing 
than expected. 

Shares in all six casino oper-
ators rallied early january 17 
in hong Kong, with Sands 
China seeing the greatest gain 
at almost 13 per cent, followed 
by Wynn Macau at 9.6 per 
cent.

MGM China – which oper-
ates two massive properties in 
Macau – saw an 8.1 per cent 
jump, while Galaxy entertain-
ment and Melco International 
gained 7 per cent and 6.2 per 
cent, respectively.

SjM holdings saw the small-
est bump, though still substan-
tial, at about 5 per cent.

the former Portuguese colo-
ny is the only place in China 
where casino gambling is 
allowed. Before the coronavi-
rus pandemic, it raked in more 
in a single week than Las Vegas 
makes in a month.

under a proposed bill 
unveiled on january 14 – all 
but certain to pass Macau’s 
legislature – the number of 
gaming concessions will 
remain at six.

But the length of the conces-
sions – which come up for 
renewal in june for all six – “will 
not exceed 10 years”, slashing 
the previous terms by half.

In exceptional situations, 
concessions can be extended 
by an additional three years.

It also plans to increase the 
proportion of local ownership 
in casino firms from the cur-
rent 10 per cent to 15 per 
cent.

under the new rules, Macau’s 
executive Council on january 
14 also said gaming must not 

undermine China’s national 
security.

Since the industry liberalised 
in 2002, the sector has explod-
ed into a $24 billion cash cow, 
its operations accounting for 
about 80 per cent of govern-
ment revenue and more than 
half of gross domestic prod-
uct. 

But Macau – with its gleam-
ing, palatial fortresses and 
neon-lit boulevards – was also 
a playground for wealthy offi-
cials and tycoons, allowing 
them to skirt China’s strict rules 
on how much cash can be tak-
en out of the country.

under Chinese President Xi 
jinping, authorities have 
cracked down on money laun-
dering as well as VIP junkets, 
and Macau authorities in 
recent years have tried to 
diversify away from the gam-
ing sector.

Late last year alvin Chau, 
boss of SunCity, the special 
administrative region’s largest 
junket operator, was detained 
for allegedly running illegal 
betting activities overseas.

the industry has also been 
hammered by the coronavirus, 
which put a stop to almost all 
arrivals from mainland China 
– bringing the city’s operations 
to a crawl.

Gaming revenue plunged to 
$7.5 billion in 2020 as the pan-
demic struck.

It recovered a little the follow-
ing year at $10.8 billion, but 
that figure was still down 70 per 
cent from pre-pandemic levels. 
AFP

A firing drill by a railway-borne missile regiment is held in North Pyongan province on January 14. KCNA/AFP

Libya’s parliamentary speaker calls for new government
LIBya’S parliamentary speaker 
called on january 17 for a new 
interim government to be estab-
lished in the capital tripoli, not-
ing that the current executive 
has outlived its mandate.

a presidential election was due 
to take place on December 24, 
followed by legislative polls, but 
the un-sponsored electoral pro-
cess was postponed indefinitely 
due to political tensions.

those tensions pit a long-
standing ally of military strong-
man Khalifa haftar against a 
tripoli-based interim govern-
ment formed last year.

the tripoli government was 
selected amid intensive diplo-
macy after an october 2020 

ceasefire between warring east-
ern and western factions.

the government’s mandate 
“expired due to a censure motion 
voted by parliament, and the fact 
that its mandate ended on 
December 24,” speaker aguila 
Saleh said during a parliamen-
tary session, in the eastern port 
city of tobruk.

“a new government must be 
formed,” he added.

the call comes as un Secre-
tary-General antonio Guterres 
urged Libya’s political factions 
and parties to hold safe, “inclu-
sive and credible” presidential 
and parliamentary elections as 
soon as possible.

Libyans “must now work 

together to address the funda-
mental issues that have resulted 
in the postponement and create 
the political and security condi-
tions necessary for holding the 
presidential and parliamentary 
elections without further delay,” 
he said in a yet-to-be-published 
un report submitted to the 
Security Council on january 17 
and obtained by aFP. 

he also stressed the need to 
continue implementing the 
ceasefire agreement, “including 
the full withdrawal of mercenar-
ies, foreign fighters and foreign 
forces.”

Parliament in September 
passed a vote of no confidence 
in the interim government. 

Saleh, himself a candidate in 
the postponed presidential elec-
tion, called on the attorney gen-
eral to “investigate” the govern-
ment’s expenses along with 
“abuses of power” including 
nominations to posts.

he also demanded that the 
central bank avoid transferring 
funds to the government in the 
absence of parliamentary 
approval.

no new date has been set for 
the elections.

Libya has been ravaged by vio-
lence and insecurity ever since a 
nato-backed uprising in the oil-
rich north african nation toppled 
and killed dictator Muammar 
Gaddafi in 2011. AFP

Aguila Saleh Issa, speaker of the Tobruk-based Libyan House of  
Representatives, chairs a session with other representatives in the 
eastern Libyan city of Benghazi on December 7, 2020. AFP

MGM China saw an 8.1 per cent 
jump in it shares after the gaming 
bill was revealed. AFP
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Family of MLK jr 
joins appeal for 
uS voting reform
M

eMberS of Martin 
Luther King jr’s fam-
ily joined marchers on 
january 17 in Washing-

ton urging Congress to pass voting 
rights reform as the uS marked the 
holiday commemorating the slain 
civil rights leader.

King’s son Martin Luther King III 
spoke at the march, warning that many 
states “have passed laws that make it 
harder to vote” more than half a cen-
tury after the activism of his father.

The march’s message was aimed at 
boosting support for the Freedom to 
Vote act currently before the Senate, 
and which passed in the House of 
representatives last week.

but the bill faces an uphill battle 
as President joe biden negotiates 
with two holdout senators in his 
own Democratic Party to change a 
procedural rule that would allow 
Congress to pass the law without 
republican support. 

biden argues the bill is vital to 
protecting uS democracy against 
republican attempts to exclude 
black and other predominantly 
Democratic voters through a spate 

of recently enacted laws at state and 
local levels.

Marchers at january 17’s Peace 
Walk echoed demands made by 
MLK more than 60 years ago as they 
chanted, “What do we want? Voting 
rights! When do we want it? now!”

Many carried posters printed with 
King’s image and his famous 1957 
appeal to “Give us the ballot”, which 
called on the federal government to 
enforce black americans’ right to vote 
nationwide, including in the heavily 
segregated uS southern states.

“We march because our voting 
rights are under attack right now,” 
pastor reverend Wendy Hamilton 
said at the demonstration.

“as a matter of fact, our democracy 
is very fragile,” said Hamilton, a lo-
cal politician in Washington, whose 
residents themselves do not have 
full representation in Congress. 

House Speaker nancy Pelosi and 
members of the Congressional black 
Caucus, such as Terri Sewell from 
alabama and chairwoman joyce 
beatty from Ohio, also spoke at the 
march – as did King’s 13-year-old 
granddaughter yolanda renee King. 

King’s daughter bernice King also 
took to the social media platform to 
call for the Senate to pass voting re-
form. 

“If these state voter suppression 
laws persist, the america my father 
dreamed about will never come to 
be,” she wrote.

at the White House, Vice Presi-
dent Kamala Harris urged senators 

to pass the Freedom to Vote act in 
honour of King’s legacy.

King “pushed for racial justice, 
for economic justice and for the 
freedom that unlocks all others: the 
freedom to vote,” she said. 

She denounced bills under con-
sideration or already passed in 
state legislatures that she said 
could make it harder for 55 million 

uS citizens to cast ballots. 
“To truly honour the legacy of the 

man we celebrate today, we must 
continue to fight for the freedom to 
vote, for freedom for all,” Harris said.

biden and Harris last week visited 
the crypt where King – who was as-
sassinated in 1968 at age 39 – and 
his wife, Coretta Scott King, are bur-
ied in atlanta. AFP

ukraine prosecutors seek $35 million bail for Poroshenko
uKraInIan prosecutors on 
january 17 requested $35 mil-
lion in bail for former leader 
Petro Poroshenko after his 
return to the ex-Soviet country 
earlier in the day despite facing 
arrest on treason charges.

Poroshenko, who served as 
president from 2014 to 2019, 
was placed under investiga-
tion for high treason and left 
ukraine in December.

One of the country’s richest 
men, he touched down in Kyiv 

on the morning of january 17 
after a month’s absence vow-
ing to help ex-Soviet ukraine 
fend off a possible russian 
invasion.

after the day’s hearing in 
court over whether to arrest 
Poroshenko or bail him, judge 
Oleksii Sokolov declared late in 
the evening that he would 
announce his ruling at 1300 
GMT on january 19.

Poroshenko told hundreds of 
suppprters gathered outside the 
court in freezing temperatures 
that nothing was lost.

“We have not won the war, not 
even a battle, but we have held 
our positions”, he said.

His return comes with 
ukraine facing its biggest crisis 
in years as russia masses tens 
of thousands of troops on the 
border, raising fears of an inva-
sion and prompting warnings 
from the West.

Poroshenko is a staunch 
critic of President Volodymyr 
Zelensky, who he accuses of 
failing to do enough to prevent 
russian aggression.

He returned on a flight from 
Warsaw, passing through pass-
port control amid chaotic 
scenes, saying later that border 
guards had tried to prevent him 
from entering.

after addressing thousands of 
supporters who gathered near 
the airport, Poroshenko 
appeared in court where pros-
ecutors said he should pay $35 
million and agree to wear an 
electronic bracelet to secure his 
release or be detained for two 
months.

In response, Poroshenko 
accused the prosecution of act-
ing “shamefully” and of “divid-
ing” the country.

The prosecution also request-
ed that Poroshenko be banned 

from leaving Kyiv without per-
mission and that he surrender 
his passport.

Intensive negotiations 
between russia and the West  
failed to reduce tensions, as 
Moscow demands wide-rang-
ing concessions including a 
ban on ukraine ever joining 
naTO.

Washington accused Moscow 
on january 14 of sending sabo-
teurs trained in explosives to 
stage an incident that could be 
a pretext to invade russia’s pro-
Western neighbour.

Kyiv has also accused russia 
of being behind a massive 
cyberattack on january 14 that 
knocked out key government 
websites.

at the airport, Poroshenko 
told supporters he had 
returned to help ukraine face 
the “growing threat of rus-
sian invasion” and accused 

Zelensky of “betrayal”.
“The authorities are confused, 

weak, and instead of fighting 
[russian President Vladimir] 
Putin, they are trying to fight 
us,” he said.

uS Senator Chris Murphy, 
who was visiting Kyiv as part of 
a congressional delegation, said 
on january 17 that Washington 
had “concerns about selective 
justice. I certainly have con-
cerns about the targeting of 
political opponents”.

“We’ll leave it to the justice 
system to make sure that presi-
dent Poroshenko gets a fair tri-
al,” he said during a meeting 
with foreign media.

Poroshenko, 56, was elected 
president after russia annexed 
the peninsula of Crimea and as 
fighting escalated between 
Kyiv’s troops and Moscow-
backed separatists in the indus-
trial east of the country. AFP

THe FIrST death from a massive 
underwater volcanic blast near 
the Pacific island nation of Tonga 
has been confirmed, as the 
extent of the damage remained 
unknown on january 17.

Tonga remained virtually cut 
off from the rest of the world, 
after the eruption crippled com-
munications and stalled emer-
gency relief efforts.

It is two days since the Hun-
ga Tonga-Hunga Ha’apai vol-
cano exploded, cloaking Tonga 
in a film of ash, triggering a 
Pacific-wide tsunami and 
releasing shock waves that 
wrapped around the entire 
earth.

but with phone lines still down 

and an undersea internet cable 
cut – and not expected to be 
repaired for weeks – the true toll 
of the dual eruption-tsunami 
disaster is not yet known.

The first known death in Ton-
ga itself was confirmed: that of 
a british woman swept away by 
the tsunami. She was identified 
as angela Glover, 50, who lived 
in the Tonga capital with her 
husband james, Glover’s broth-
er nick eleini told british 
media.  

Two women also drowned on 
january 15 in northern Peru in 
big waves recorded after the vol-
canic blast, authorities there 
said.

Only fragments of information 

have filtered out via a handful of 
satellite phones on the islands, 
home to just over 100,000 peo-
ple.

In one of the few communica-
tions with the outside world, 
two stranded Mexican marine 
biologists made a plea for help 
from their government, using a 
satellite phone provided by the 
british embassy to call their 
family.

“They said they were shelter-
ing in a hotel near the airport and 
they asked us for help to leave 
the island,” amelia nava, the 
sister of 34-year-old Leslie nava, 
said in Mexico.

Tonga’s worried neighbours 
are still scrambling to grasp the 

scale of the damage, which new 
Zealand’s leader jacinda ardern 
said was believed to be “signifi-
cant”.

both Wellington and Canberra 
scrambled reconnaissance 
planes on january 17 in an 
attempt to get a sense of the 
damage from the air.

and both have put C-130 mil-
itary transport aircraft on stand-
by to drop emergency supplies 
or to land if runways are deemed 
operational and ash clouds 
allow.

There are initial reports that 
areas of Tonga’s west coast may 
have been badly hit.

australia’s international devel-
opment minister, Zed Seselja, 

said a small contingent of aus-
tralian police stationed in Tonga 
had delivered a “pretty concern-
ing” initial evaluation.

They were “able to do an 
assessment of some of the west-
ern beaches area and there was 
some pretty significant damage 
to things like roads and some 
houses,” Seselja said.

“One of the good pieces of 
news is that I understand the 
airport has not suffered any sig-
nificant damage,” he added. 

“That will be very, very impor-
tant as the ash cloud clears and 
we are able to have flights com-
ing into Tonga for humanitarian 
purposes.”

Major aid agencies, who would 

usually rush in to provide emer-
gency humanitarian relief, said 
they were stuck in a holding pat-
tern, unable to contact local 
staff.

“From what little updates we 
have, the scale of the devastation 
could be immense – especially 
for outlying islands,” said Katie 
Greenwood, IFrC’s Pacific Head 
of Delegation.

even when relief efforts get 
under way, they may be compli-
cated by Covid-19 entry restric-
tions. Tonga only recently 
reported its first-ever coronavi-
rus case.

France, which has territories 
in the South Pacific, pledged to 
help the people of Tonga. AFP

Ukraine’s former leader Petro Poroshenko (centre) leaves the court 
after his hearing in Kyiv on Monday. AFP

Participants, including Martin Luther King III (centre), walk across the Frederick Douglass Memorial Bridge to mark Martin Luther 
King Jr Day during the Peace Walk in Washington, DC, on Monday. AFP

First death in Tonga volcano blast as nation remains cut off
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Sudan security forces kill seven 
protesters in anti-coup rallies
S

udaneSe forces 
opened fire killing sev-
en protesters january 
17 in one of the deadli-

est recent mass rallies against a 
military coup, with un Security 
Council members urging Khar-
toum to exercise the “utmost 
restraint”.

The latest violence, which took 
place in the capital as well as in 
other major cities, comes ahead 
of a key visit by uS diplomats, as 
Washington seeks to broker an 
end to the months-long crisis in 
the northeast african nation.

un special representative 
Volker Perthes condemned the 
“continued use of live ammuni-
tion” to put down the protests, 
confirming at least seven people 
killed and “scores injured”, while 
the uS embassy in Khartoum 
criticised “the violent tactics of 
Sudanese security forces”.

nine un Security Council 
members including Britain and 
France urged all parties to “re-
frain from the use of violence”, 
stressing the importance of 
“peaceful assembly and free-
dom of expression”.

The seven deaths on january 
17 brings to 71 the number of 
protesters killed since the army’s 
October 25 takeover led by Gen-
eral abdel Fattah al-Burhan.

The military power grab trig-
gered international condem-
nation, and derailed a fragile 
transition to civilian rule fol-
lowing the april 2019 ouster of 
longtime autocratic president 
Omar al-Bashir.

Protesters – sometimes num-
bering in the tens of thousands – 
have regularly taken to the streets 
despite the security clampdown 
and periodic cuts to communi-
cations since the coup.

On january 17, anti-coup 
medics said three protesters 
were shot dead by “militias of 
the putschist military council”, 
while later, the independent 
Central Committee of Sudan 
doctors reported four more 
were killed during a “massacre 
by the coup authorities”.

Medics reported multiple were 
wounded by “live rounds”.

Sudan’s mainstream civilian 
bloc, the Forces for Freedom 
and Change, called for “civil 

disobedience” following what 
they also dubbed a “massacre”.

In protests in Khartoum, as 
well as its north Khartoum 
suburb and twin city Omdur-
man across the nile, security 
officers deployed in large num-
bers, firing volleys of tear gas at 
protesters.

Several people were seen suf-
fering breathing difficulties and 
others bleeding due to wounds 
by tear gas canisters, an aFP 
correspondent said.

demonstrators used rocks 
and burning tyres to create 
roadblocks, demanding the sol-
diers go back to their barracks, 
and chanting slogans in favour 
of civilian rule, witnesses said.

at nightfall, hundreds of pro-
testers remained on the streets 
in several parts of Khartoum, 
while pro-democracy activists 
led online calls to keep up the 
demonstrations.

Burhan held an emergency 
meeting with security chiefs 
on january 17, who blamed the 
“chaos” on protesters who “de-
viated from legitimate peaceful 
demonstration”, and vowed to 

hold to account those involved 
in “violations” during protests, 
according to a statement by Su-
dan’s ruling Sovereign Council.

The authorities have repeat-
edly denied using live ammuni-
tion in confronting demonstra-
tors, and insist scores of security 
personnel have been wounded 
during protests, including a 
police general stabbed to death 
last week.

earlier this month, Sudan’s 
civilian prime minister abdalla 
Hamdok resigned saying the 
country was now at a “danger-
ous crossroads threatening its 
very survival”.

The uS envoy to the Horn 
of africa david Satterfield and 
assistant Secretary of State for 
african affairs Molly Phee are 
expected in Sudan in coming 
days, in a bid to “facilitate a re-
newed civilian-led transition to 
democracy”, the uS State de-
partment said.

Washington’s push comes 
after the un said last week 
it will launch talks involving 
key figures to help resolve the 
crisis. AFP

Travel woes as winter storm blankets eastern uS, Canada
a MajOr winter storm blan-
keted a swathe of north america 
in snow on january 17 as it sliced 
up the uS east coast into Cana-
da, disrupting travel and cutting 
power to thousands of homes.

about 120,000 american cus-
tomers were without power at 
4:45pm eST (2145 GMT), accord-
ing to the website PowerOutage.
us, with the largest concentra-
tion in the mid-atlantic state of 
West Virginia and the southeast-
ern states of north and South 
Carolina and Georgia.

More than 1,600 flights within, 
into or out of the uS were can-
celled by mid-afternoon on 
january 17, in addition to the 
3,000 the day before, according 
to flight tracking website Flight-
aware.

Large parts of the Canadian 
provinces of Quebec and 
Ontario remained under win-

ter storm or blizzard warnings, 
according to a Canadian gov-
ernment website.

In Toronto, up to 60 cm of 
snow was expected – “a historic 
storm for the city,” tweeted 
anthony Farnell, chief meteor-
ologist of Canadian TV channel 
Global news.

Many schools were closed and 
school buses were not operating 
in Quebec and in the south of 
Ontario, including the Toronto 
area. Students had been due to 
return to class-rooms on january 
17 in both provinces after the 
holiday break. 

january 17 was a national 
holiday in the uS, so most 
schools and many businesses 
were already closed, though lots 
of people usually take the oppor-
tunity to travel during the long 
weekend.

The uS national Weather Serv-

ice (nWS) said earlier it expects 
the storm to “slowly wind down 
today [january 17],” but that 
snow will continue to fall through 
the evening in upper new york 
and new england.

The heaviest snowfall, of 0.7m, 
was recorded in ashtabula, Ohio, 
the agency said.

“Significant impacts due to 
snow, ice, wind, and coastal 
flooding will persist across a 
large area,” nWS said in a 
tweet.

The storm spawned damaging 
tornadoes in Florida, while in the 
Carolinas and up through the 
appalachian mountain region 
icy conditions and blustery 
winds raised concerns. 

Powerful winds downed trees 
and caused coastal flooding, 
with a 3.6m storm surge report-
ed in Boston.

Transport was seriously dis-

rupted, with drivers warned of 
hazardous road conditions 
and major travel headaches 
from the southern uS state of 
arkansas all the way up to 
Quebec in Canada.

a portion of busy interstate 
highway I-95 was closed in north 
Carolina.

In Toronto, police tweeted that 
they had closed two sections of 
highway due to extreme weath-
er, and asked drivers to stay 
home, “unless it’s absolutely 
necessary”.

“We’re seeing a number of cars 
having to stop and de-ice their 
windshield,” said the Quebec 
transportation ministry in a 
tweet on the morning of january 
17.

“Heavy precipitation and gusts 
allow ice to form, despite wind-
shield wipers – all the more rea-
son to stay home!”

uS officials also discouraged 
driving and many states prep-
ositioned teams to deal with 
the emergency, especially in 
the south where snow is much 
less common.

The northeastern uS already 

experienced snow chaos earlier 
this month. When a storm blan-
keted the northeast, hundreds of 
motorists were stuck for more 
than 24 hours on the I-95, a 
major highway linking to the 
capital Washington. AFP

A protester holds a tear gas canister fired by security forces during a rally against a military coup, south of the capital Khartoum, on Monday. AFP

A man walks by an abandoned car stuck in the snow in Toronto, Ontario, 
Canada, on Monday. AFP

yeMen’S Huthi rebels claimed 
attacks in abu dhabi that trig-
gered a fuel tank blast killing 
three people on january 17, and 
warned civilians and foreign 
firms in the uae to avoid “vital 
installations”.

The uae is part of a Saudi-led 
military coalition that supports 
yemen’s government against 
the Iran-backed Huthis, and the 
coalition launched retaliatory 
raids against yemen’s rebel-held 
capital Sanaa late on january 17, 
without any immediate reports 
of casualties.

The Huthis have repeatedly 
carried out cross-border drone 
attacks against Saudi arabia, 
but this is the first deadly 
assault acknowledged by the 
uae inside its borders and 
claimed by the yemeni insur-
gents, who said they had fired 
ballistic missiles and deployed 
armed drones.

abdul Ilah Hajar, adviser to 
the president of the Huthis’ 
Supreme Political Council in 
Sanaa, said the military opera-
tion in abu dhabi was a warn-
ing shot.

“We sent them a clear warn-
ing message by hitting places 
that are not of great strategic 
importance,” he said.

“But it is a warning if the 
uae continues its hostility to 
yemen, it will not be able in the 
future to withstand the com-
ing strikes.”

The uS vowed to hold the 
Huthis “accountable”, while 
Britain, France and Gulf powers 
all likewise strongly condemned 
the attacks in the uae.

Two Indians and a Pakistani 
working for oil giant adnOC 
died as three petrol tanks 
exploded near a storage facil-
ity, while a fire also ignited in 
a construction area at abu 
dhabi airport in the heart of 
the uae, a renowned safe 
haven in the volatile Middle 
east.

Police said “small flying 
objects, possibly belonging to 
drones” were found at both 
sites. 

“We condemn the Huthi ter-
rorist militia’s targeting of civil-
ian areas and facilities on uae 
soil today . . . this sinful targeting 
will not go unpunished,” uae 
Foreign Minister abdullah bin 

Zayed al-nahyan said in a state-
ment, as his ministry described 
the attack as a “heinous crimi-
nal escalation”.

Huthi military spokesman 
yahya Saree said that the insur-
gents had “carried out . . . a suc-
cessful military operation” 
against “important and sensi-
tive emirati sites” using both 
ballistic missiles and drones.

The Huthis warned civilians 
and foreign firms in the uae to 
avoid “vital installations”.

Late on january 17, the offi-
cial Saudi Press agency report-
ed that the coalition had 
launched retaliatory air strikes 
against yemen’s rebel-held 
capital Sanaa. The Huthis’ al-
Masirah TV channel confirmed 
those raids.

The escalation follows a surge 
in fighting in yemen, including 
advances by uae-trained 
troops.

The rebels have previously 
threatened to target abu dhabi 
and dubai, the gleaming crown 
jewels of the uae, which last 
year opened its first nuclear 
power plant.

uS national Security advisor 
jake Sullivan pledged that Wash-
ington will “work with the uae 
and international partners to 
hold” the Huthis accountable, 
while French Foreign Minister 
jean-yves Le drian said the 
rebels’ move threatened the 
security of both the uae and the 
wider region.

British Foreign Secretary Liz 
Truss said she condemned “in 
the strongest terms” the Huthis’ 
“terrorist attacks” – terminology 
also used in condemnations by 
Saudi arabia, Bahrain, Qatar 
and the Organisation of Islamic 
Cooperation.

Israel said it also stood with 
the uae. AFP

Fighters loyal to Yemen’s Huthis 
stand guard in Sanaa. AFP

3 killed in blast as yemeni 
rebels attack abu dhabi



15THE PHNOM PENH POST  january  19, 2022  www.PHNOMPENHPOST.cOM

ASEAN

Indonesia kicks 
G20 presidency 
into high gear
I

ndonesIa kicks its presidency 
of the Group of 20 (G20) into high 
gear this month with a flurry of 
activities and events including 

forums for Ceos of companies from 
member countries where they will 
discuss issues from sustainable devel-
opment to women’s empowerment.

The office of the Coordinating eco-
nomic Minister, which is responsible 
for the scheduling and substance 
of Indonesia’s G20 presidency, said 
that on january 27 representatives 
of companies from the 20 member 
countries and another 40 from non-
member countries would begin what 
it called an inception meeting for 
Business 20 (B20).

More than 1,200 representatives 
from various firms are expected to 
join the virtual meeting that will kick 
off a year-long series of meetings for 
the business community under the 
aegis of the G20.

Former British prime minister Tony 
Blair and singaporean geopolitical 
consultant Kishore Mahbubani are 
expected to speak at the event, as 
well as executives from companies 
like alibaba and Microsoft.

The Indonesian government ex-
pects to hold the B20 summit along-
side the G20 summit in Bali in octo-
ber this year and expects marquee 

names like former Microsoft Ceo Bill 
Gates and spaceX and Tesla founder 
elon Musk to speak at the event.

Preceding the B20 meeting on jan-
uary 24, Indonesia has organised a 
forum for Ceos where they will dis-
cuss efforts to increase the leader-
ship capacity of women in the busi-
ness world.

Indonesia will also use its G20 pres-
idency to showcase its development 
progress by launching the country’s 
investment map on january 20, a 
side event organised by the Invest-
ment Coordinating Board (BKPM)/
Investment Ministry.

Coordinating economic Minister 
airlangga Hartarto said the business-
centered events would allow Indone-
sia to bring home concrete results 
from what had traditionally been te-
dious and drawn-out summitry.

“President jokowi has always want-
ed to bring in something concrete 
from Indonesia’s [G20] presidency, 
something that’s real and tangible 
for the people and we want the meet-
ings to focus on that,” airlangga told 
a press briefing late on january 14.

airlangga also said Indonesia, 
learning from past experiences, 
would only steer G20 toward solving 
concrete problems like equitable ac-
cess to Covid-19 vaccines and eco-

nomic recovery post-pandemic.
“G20 was born out of crisis, first 

the 1997 asian economic crisis and 
then the 2008 financial meltdown. 
We now have the Covid-19 crisis and 
in the third year we expect that we 
can find a common solution to turn 
this pandemic into an endemic situ-
ation,” airlangga said.

The senior minister said the G20 
leadership would also mark signifi-
cant progress for Indonesia on the 
global stage and that the presidency 
could be a stepping-stone for the 

country to have a more prominent 
role in the region, including the 
leadership of asean.

“all this time we’ve been busy deal-
ing with domestic affairs. now, we’re 
back in the limelight. another presi-
dency for Indonesia will only come 
again in 2042, so this is a rare oppor-
tunity,” he said.

In his speech to kick off the G20 
presidency in december, President 
jokowi said the country sought to 
strengthen global solidarity in ad-
dressing climate change and sus-

tainable development and to get 
developed countries to raise their 
commitments to assist developing 
countries.

He said the presidency would be 
used to strive for the aspirations and 
interests of developing countries 
in an attempt to create “a more just 
world order”. specifically, the 2022 
programme will primarily focus on 
inclusive healthcare, digital-based 
transformation and the transition to 
sustainable energy. THE JAKARTA POST/ASIA 

NEWS NETWORK

Monks flee temples in eastern Myanmar as fighting intensifies

Polls panel denies petition to cancel Marcos’ candicacy

Hundreds of Buddhist monks have fled 
two major towns in eastern Myanmar, wit-
nesses said on january 16, among thou-
sands of people recently displaced by fight-
ing between the military and rebel groups 
opposed to last year’s coup.

a military power-grab in Myanmar 11 
months ago expelled civilian leader aung 
san suu Kyi’s government and sparked 
mass protests and a subsequent crackdown 
that has killed more than 1,400 people.

Loikaw town in eastern Myanmar’s Kayah 
state saw intense fighting last week that the 
un estimates has forced almost 90,000 peo-
ple to flee. Local nGos have placed that 
figure far higher at 170,000.

“More than half the population of Loikaw 
township has been internally displaced,” 
the un said.

a Buddhist monk said about 30 monas-

teries had been abandoned – an unusual 
sight in a nation where holy men are revered 
and temples are considered safe havens.

“It was impossible for us to stay there,” 
the monk said, requesting anonymity for 
his safety. 

“It was hard to make the decision to leave, 
but we had to do it.”

The monk, among roughly 5,000 people 
who have fled Loikaw to eastern shan state, 
said 12 monasteries in nearby demoso 
town had also been emptied.

a community leader in Taunggyi in shan 
state said last week he had seen a group of 
at least 30 monks arrive in the township 
seeking refuge.

a Christian priest said that about 15 
priests also fled Loikaw last week.

rebel fighters have taken over churches 
and homes in the town and also attacked a 

prison, said a policeman who asked for 
anonymity.

“The town is deserted like a cemetery. The 
situation in town is very bad,” he said. 

roughly 600 vehicles were leaving the 
town daily, the police officer added.

Both demoso and Loikaw are rebel 
strongholds and the un says fighting has 
intensified in the region since december.

over Christmas the bodies of at least 35 
people – including two save the Children 
nGo workers – were found burnt in Kayah 
state, an atrocity blamed on junta 
troops.

earlier this week un special rapporteur 
on Myanmar Tom andrews called on junta 
leader Min aung Hlaing to “halt the air and 
ground attacks” on Loikaw, lift a blockade 
on people seeking to escape, and allow aid 
to get through. AFP

THe seCond division of the 
Commission on elections 
(Comelec) has denied a petition 
seeking to cancel former senator 
Ferdinand ‘Bongbong’ Marcos 
jr’s certificate of candidacy 
(CoC) for president, attorney 
Theodore Te disclosed on janu-
ary 17.

Te, who serves as lawyer for 
petitioners composed of politi-
cal detainees and human rights 
and medical organisations that 
opposed Marcos’ dictatorship, 
said the denial of the petition 
was sent to their camp on the 
morning of january 17.

“In essence, the Comelec 
agreed with the petitioners that 
the representations made in 
Item 11 and Box 22 of the CoC 

of Marcos jr are material but 
disagreed that they were false; in 
the process, the second division 
ruled that there was no ground 
to cancel Marcos jr’s CoC on the 
ground of material representa-
tion,” Te said in a tweet.

Te said the petitioners will seek 
reconsideration of the decision.

“Counsels are not free to dis-
cuss the grounds to be included 
in the Motion for reconsidera-
tion until the same is filed. addi-
tional updates will be provided 
once the same is filed,” he said.

since the ruling was hand-
ed down by the second divi-
sion, the Comelec en banc 
may still have to convene to 
tackle the matter after the 
panel has ruled on the motion 

for reconsideration.
The petitioners claimed that 

Marcos jr. is not eligible to run for 
any public office since the Que-
zon City regional Trial Court con-
victed him in 1995 for his failure 
to file income tax returns.

“specifically, Marcos falsified 
his Certificate of Candidacy 
when he claimed that he was 
eligible to be a candidate for 
president of the Philippines in 
the 2022 national elections when 
in fact he is disqualified from 
doing so,” the petitioners earlier 
said.

Marcos jr’s spokesperson, 
attorney Vic rodriguez, thanked 
the Comelec for “upholding the 
law” and the right of Marcos to 
“run for public office free from 

any form of harassment and dis-
crimination”.

“The petitioners’ mere creativ-
ity for writing and wanting what 
is not written in the law as basis 
to cancel the certificate of can-
didacy of Presidential aspirant 
Bongbong Marcos is way too 
frivolous and unmeritorious to 
override the basic precepts of the 
Constitution,” rodriguez said in 
a statement.

“after the petitioners’ right to 
have their day in court where 
their case was fully heard and 
ventilated, the Comelec has 
unanimously spoken – the peti-
tion to cancel the certificate of 
candidacy of Bongbong Marcos 
was denied,” he added. PHILIPPINE 

DAILY INQUIRER/ASIA NEWS NETWORK

Italian Prime Minister Mario Draghi (left) greets Indonesian President Joko Widodo as he arrives for the G20 of World Leaders 
Summit on October 30, 2021, at the convention centre ‘La Nuvola’ in Rome for the handover of the group’s presidency. AFP

Refugees, who fled a surge in violence as the military cracks down on 
rebel groups, walk across the river on the Thai border as pictured from 
Thailand’s Mae Sot district. AFP

Former Philippine senator Ferdinand ‘Bongbong’ Marcos Jr, son of former 
dictator Ferdinand Marcos, greets supporters after filing his candidacy 
for the country’s 2022 presidential race on October 6, 2021. AFP



T
HE coming months leading 
to the next general election 
promise to be a somewhat 
busy period for the nation’s 

domestic politics, and one could 
expect to see significant movements 
for both the ruling Cambodian Peo-
ple’s Party (CPP) and the Supreme 
Court-dissolved Cambodia National 
Rescue Party (CNRP). 

For the ruling party, the stage has 
already been set.  On December 24 
last year, the CPP held its 43rd con-
gress during which its central com-
mittee, at Prime Minister Hun Sen’s 
behest, unanimously anointed his 
eldest son and de facto successor, 
General Hun Manet, as prime minis-
terial candidate for future elections.  
However, which election will actually 
see Manet running for the top post 
remains yet to be specified, which 
conveniently gives the incumbent 
prime minister full discretion and 
plenty of time to choose when the 
actual transfer of power will occur.  
And, that is not necessarily because 
he wants to cling to power as some 
have claimed, but more importantly 
because he needs to diligently ensure 
that Manet is ready and that the win-
ning conditions are in place for the 
latter to succeed. The continuation of 
his political dynasty depends on it.

CPP 2.0
Manet’s official appointment didn’t 

come as a surprise. After all, he has 
been groomed for the top job for 
years. Ceremoniously on the paper, he 
checks all the boxes: West Point gradu-
ate, holder of PhD in economy from 
Bristol, head of the CPP’s youth wing, 
commander of the Royal Cambodian 
Army and deputy commander-in-
chief of the Royal Cambodian Armed 
Forces (RCAF), not to mention a 
charming public speaker – I met him 
once in person a few years ago in 
Montreal, Canada, during a dinner 
reception held in his honour as part of 
his North America public relations tour.  

That said, there are inevitably open 
questions about his actual leadership, 
ability and readiness as they are large-
ly unknown or yet to be tested.  Over 
the years,  he seems to have missed 
valuable opportunities – though it is 
unclear whether he has inadvertently 
overlooked or purposely shied away 
from them – at home and abroad that 
could in many ways prove his worth, 
make him shine and well prepare him 
for the top job.

One of such opportunities is the 
high-profile international diplomatic 
missions to the countries of utmost 
strategic importance to his eventual 
government – particularly China, 
Vietnam and the US. Had he held the 
official duties of ambassador and 
chief of the missions, he would have 
plenty of chances to get to know 
powerful political figures of these 
respective countries in person, their 
agenda, priorities and ways of think-
ing; and last but not least, be known.  

What could have been his intimate 
knowledge, experience and cordial 
interactions with the decision makers 
of these countries are vital to his 
future premiership role as their poli-
cies have historically, and even more 
so today and in the foreseeable future, 
weighed heavily on Cambodia’s devel-
opment, peace and stability.  During 
the reign of Napoleon, Klemens von 
Metternich, an aristocratic Prussian 

diplomat, eloquently said: “When 
France sneezes, the whole of Europe 
catches a cold.” Translation for Cam-
bodia: “When Beijing, Hanoi or Wash-
ington coughs, Phnom Penh gets the 
flu.” Such unique relations or rather 
dependency dictate that he be well 
versed with political developments in 
these countries at all times, and be 
able to correctly decipher their often 
more-than-meets-the-eye policies 
and anticipate changes.

Another missed opportunity for him 
is high-impact-high-visibility civilian 
roles at home, such as being mayor of 
Phnom Penh or governor of a key 
province or a special economic zone, 
in which he could further develop his 
leadership talent, put it to work and 
earn a good reputation in the process.  
As head of the municipal or local gov-
ernment, he would be in the best 
position to introduce a fresh perspec-
tive and a new era of CPP, or CPP 2.0, 
to improve the lives and capture the 
heart and soul of the electorate, turn 
the undecided into believers and sway 
the international opinion.

The opposition doesn’t own the 
exclusivity of patriotism, rule of law, 
good governance and accountability.  
He has everything to gain by making 
them the main pillars of his CPP 2.0.

Manet’s readiness, perceived or 
real, will not be the only factor. There 
are two other key factors that could 
motivate, if not compel, Hun Sen to 
extend his premiership beyond 2023. 
One is South China Sea rivalry while 
the other is international legitimacy 
and recognition.

Any eventual high-intensity escala-
tion of South China Sea dispute result-
ing from the broadening of US strate-
gic pivot in the Indo-Pacific could 
strand Cambodia between a rock and 
a hard place, despite it having no 
claim in the dispute. Should such an 
eventuality materialise, there is an 
overwhelming possibility that he 
chooses to remain at the helm of the 
country to navigate through the trou-
bled waters rather than pass on the 
responsibility to his less experienced 
son and make the latter bear the brunt 
of tough decisions or missteps, if any.

International Legitimacy and recognition
To the trained eye, it is obvious that 

Hun Sen’s succession plan encompass-

es two main objectives: to ensure not 
only the uncontested transfer of power 
to his eldest son at home, but also the 
international recognition of the latter 
as the legitimate country’s ruler. At the 
moment, the first objective is all but a 
fait accompli given his firm control of 
the party and the government appara-
tus. The same however can not be said 
for the second objective. And this is 
where new political dynamics could 
emerge and unfold.

Securing international legitimacy 
and recognition, or attempting to 
achieve them, will be his top priority 
for the upcoming 2023 election. As far 
as the international community and 
observers are concerned, an election 
is considered legitimate only if it is fair 
and open to all political formations.  

To put it pointedly, the internation-
al community most likely demand 
and expect the incumbent prime 
minister to show tangible political 
openness vis-a-vis the banned oppo-
sition party – namely the CNRP – by 
reinstating it and allowing it to par-
ticipate in the election.

Predictably, if we were to rely on sev-
eral key events in the past, the premier 
will have no problem playing along on 
that point. But, as he has cleverly  
pulled off some other issues in the 
past, it will be under his own choosing 
terms. Reinstating the CNRP and 
allowing it to participate in the next 
election are not something that keeps 
him up at night. Instead, his main goal 
is to draw the wedge and break the 
bond of unity between former CNRP 
president Kem Sokha and its acting 
president Sam Rainsy, and it is unlikely 
that he would budge or compromise 
on that goal. That would be his condi-
tion for the CNRP’s reinstatement.

The Emperor has no clothes
According to some CNRP insiders 

familiar with the matter, the CPP is said 
to have repeatedly used such divide-
and-conquer tactics and pressure on 
Sokha in the past but the latter has 
steadfastly stood his ground, at least 
up to now.  While there is no doubt that 
Sokha’s unwavering stance on the alli-
ance with Rainsy has continued to 
poke the CPP in the eye, it has none-
theless done little or nothing to 
advance the CNRP’s own agenda since 
the court dissolved the party in 2017.  

There are several reasons for that.  
The Sokha-Rainsy-is-the-same-

person mantra just doesn’t seem to 
stick or hold water anymore, and 
more people start to openly admit 
the emperor has no clothes. From the 
very top echelon to the grassroots, 
the party is riven with irreconcilable 
conflicts and deepening internal 
fighting between Sokha’s and Rainsy’s 
factions – often unrestrained and out 
in the open. Moreover, the two lead-
ers exhibit increasingly incompatible 
leadership styles and diametrically 
opposed personalities. The former is 
perceived as a coolheaded and pru-
dent, or perhaps a little too prudent, 
politician while the latter is the kind 
of politician who likes to throw eve-
rything at the wall and see what 
sticks – from botched homecoming-
after-exile adventurism to pointless 
attacks on Manet’s overseas educa-
tional credentials to preposterous 
and repugnant insults to the King, 
just to name a few. 

Fresh start over
Going forward, the promise of 

Sokha-Rainsy partnership is becom-
ing increasingly elusive and wishful 
thinking. The burden is on Sokha 
now more than ever to face the real 
dilemma and make bold decisions – 
either to continue the current path in 
spite of unbridgeable internal divi-
sion and at the mounting risk of fad-
ing into irrelevance over time, or to 
pull the plug on his (un)love affair 
with Rainsy and go separate ways. It 
is a classic case of “desperate time 
calls for desperate measures”.

At this juncture, although neither 
camp wants to admit it, the CNRP des-
perately needs a fresh start over just as 
the CPP badly needs international rec-
ognition for the outcome of the 
upcoming 2023 general election. The 
CNRP has to seize the momentum and 
act swiftly as the window of opportuni-
ty will not remain open indefinitely. 
For Sokha, his choices are limited as 
there is hardly any other viable option 
left at the moment.  All things consid-
ered, it’s arguably far better to have an 
active voice in the parliament than to 
be confined to the house of arrest. 

Davan Long is a political analyst based abroad. 
The views expressed are solely his own. 
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Hun Manet is currently commander of the Royal Cambodian Army and deputy commander-in-chief of the Royal Cambodian Armed Forces. hun manet
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rebirth of capital art scene at collaborative show
Roth Sochieata

O
ne evening last 
month at an art gal-
lery in the capital, 
those attending ar-

rived and saw a wall filled with 
photos and pictures – both film 
prints and paintings – com-
bined together in an undeni-
ably creative and stunning pre-
sentation that conveyed a sense 
of many different cultures and 
religions overlapping. 

While the audience was ab-
sorbing the scenery created 
by the art around them, mod-
els strode in and out of the 
room wearing different outfits 
and clothing in a simultane-
ous art exhibition and fash-
ion show featuring the works 
of a trio of collaborators with 
backgrounds in photography, 
painting and fashion. 

The Genesis MMXXI exhibi-
tion opening took place on 
December 11-12, 2021, at FT 
Gallery and it will be on display 
until February, 6, 2022. The 
main collaborators for the ex-
hibition are arMaDa founder 
and designer reynier abello, 
photographer Tyta Buth of 
Tytaart and the artist and cura-
tor/owner of FT Gallery, Fonki.  

reynier says the project 
takes traditional iconography 
from various cultures and re-
ligions and shifts the gender 
constructs into more progres-
sive and open-minded con-
ceptualisations which aims to 
highlight that even with shifts 
in traditional gender roles tak-
ing place, the underlying in-
herent power and beauty they 
depict remains unaffected or 
is even elevated and in this 
sense the exhibition is meant 
to reflect everyday life.  

“using the mediums of pho-
tography and painting to com-
municate the story of a fashion 
line that is an expression of the 
shifts in our collective attitude 
towards gender and how we 
perceive it isn’t really something 
Cambodia has ever seen before,” 
Tyta tells The Post. 

reynier, a fashion designer 
originally from the Philip-
pines, says that due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic he found 
himself having to re-evaluate 
his life and his professional di-
rection and this influenced his 
creative processes immensely 
and that’s where the idea of 
doing a different kind of fash-
ion line sprung from. 

“When Cambodia went into 
the second wave of the pan-
demic towards the end of Feb-
ruary this year, it was clear to 
me that my brand might not 
be able to do a proper runway 
presentation for our Spring/
Summer collection Venus.

“The idea of doing some-
thing involving a highly ar-
tistic and conceptual series 
of photographs came to me 
while I was browsing through 
Facebook and came across 
Tyta’s work.  Her body of work 
is truly inspiring and so in-
tune with my brand ethos. I 
approached her and she said 
yes immediately. Later in the 

process, Fonki got involved 
– and then the rest of the art-
ists,” reynier tells The Post. 

The exhibition and fashion 
show has since turned into 
a mammoth project involv-
ing more artists than he ever 
thought would be possible 
in Cambodia during a global 
pandemic and what began as a 
small idea for his latest fashion 
line has grown into a project in-
volving almost 20 artists based 
in and around the Kingdom.

apart from the clothing, 
paintings and photographs, 
there are digital paintings 
by Virekbot, graphic design 
by jean Baptiste-Carraro, 
Graffiti-style painting by The 
Sokheng and Fonki, sculpture 
by roma, drawings by ryysa, 
tattoos by Tor, abstract ex-
pressionist paintings by Don-
virao, traditional oil paintings 
by Sou Kimsan and calligra-
phy arts by yalev.

Tyta says she feels very happy 
to know that another creative 
person trusted her judgment 
and her work and allowed her to 
create stories and shape the di-
rection of the art to tell the story 
of his fashion line. 

“This is my first time col-
laborating with fashion to this 
extent. The merger of different 
mediums to showcase a fashion 
line is something that Cambo-
dia has not had for a long time 
and to bring it back and making 
it work this way was a great ex-

perience for me,” she says. 
Fonki says he used to do 

collaborations with street 
clothing brands like t-shirt or 
shoe companies, but never 
with a high-fashion designer 
like reynier, which was quite 
different from what he was 
used to or anticipated. 

“My role was inviting other 
artists and giving them a little 
direction on the narrative of 
the exhibition to see if they 
got inspired by it and obvi-
ously they were because they 
ended up participating in it. 
and bringing in Tyta’s photog-
raphy and photo-shoots with 
reynier’s clothing gave it a 
strong artistic direction.

“as a curator my goal is to 
give freedom to other artists 
to be inspired by the theme 
that we’re working with and 
the fact that this was done 
successfully in Cambodia 
with many local artists join-
ing in was great fun and the 
process helped merge the dif-
ferent fields involved in the 
exhibition,” says Fonki. 

Instead of wallowing in their 
troubles and bemoaning life’s 
difficulties during that chal-
lenging period of the pandem-
ic, they made themselves busy 
making plans and creating art. 

reynier says his entire col-
lection was designed with the 
theme of genesis in mind and 
he also coordinated and com-
municated with Tyta on how 

she wanted to style things and 
they even picked out a colour 
pallet for the collection togeth-
er to make it all mesh with Tyta’s 
vision for her photographs . 

Greek, Hindu and Filipino 
mythologies are merged to 
create the show’s imagery.  
Fonki and Tyta have Cambo-
dian roots and they wanted to 
reflect back on their identity 
through the core values of their 
culture, which is Buddhist but 
strongly influenced by ancient 
Hinduism. For reynier, as a 
Filipino, the pre-colonial Fili-
pino mythology was an inte-
gral part of his heritage.

Greek mythology and classi-
cal Greek art and architecture 
– which has heavily influenced 
all of western culture for thou-
sands of years – forms the core 
inspiration for the fashion de-
sign and the structure of the 
photography in terms of poses 
and gestures. 

“Since we have three different 
cultures as the basic structure 
of the project, finding similari-
ties and differences was an im-
portant factor for this. Through 
two months of research, I 
discovered that the gods and 
goddesses in these mytholo-
gies share very similar, if not 
the exact same values, roles 
and stories. So digging deep 
into the elements that tie them 
together, we wrote a new story 
for each piece and narrated the 
tales of modern gender identity 

through visual arts,” says Tyta. 
The name Genesis is in-

spired from its original mean-
ing of birth and rebirth or 
taking on new forms and 
interpretations. Genesis is 
selected as the name for this 
project because of its rebirth 
concept as all of the collabo-
rators took a step outside of 
their comfort zones and de-
cided to merge together their 
mediums to create a new fi-
nal piece.

Tyta says that one of her fa-
vourite pieces in the exhibi-
tion is Sunbathing, her collab-
orative piece with Sou Kimsan. 
The story of this piece brings 
together three Sun gods from 
three myths and has them 
merging together and giving 
them a new narrative about 
gender and relationships.

“First, is normalizing modern 
relationships and respecting 
that as individuals we have the 
right to love anyone and love as 
many people as we want to as 
long as there is an equal balance 
of power and respect. 

“Second, open your heart 
and accept that we all have 
different concepts of happi-
ness and third is self-love. all 
truth comes from within and 
one must love and accept 
themselves – even your own 
imperfections and flaws – be-
fore you can truly love and ac-
cept someone else,” says Tyta. 

Fonki’s favourite pick is a 

piece called hermaphrodite 
he worked on. 

“I started with reynier’s 
fashion design and then the 
next layer of Tyta’s photogra-
phy. Taking time to meditate 
on the photography she made 
and try to add to it in a way 
that would blend and be com-
plementary to her aesthetic. I 
wanted to do something clean 
and graphic so I opted for my 
Kbach graffiti style I have been 
doing for the past decade and 
I had it blend with their styles 
without one taking over the 
other,” Fonki says. 

reynier says he wasn’t al-
ways certain whether the end 
result they achieved would be 
worthy of the vision they had 
for the show while planning it, 
but in the end it came together 
very smoothly. 

 “I think this exhibition real-
ly pushed our creativity skills 
to the next level. This also 
shows that there’s beauty in 
working together and sharing 
individual talent and exper-
tise for the purpose of achiev-
ing one common goal which 
is to inspire and to start a 
conversation,” says reynier.  

a portion of all sales will 
be donated to the rainbow 
Community Kampuchea or-
ganization (rOCK). rOCK is a 
Cambodian nGO dedicated to 
supporting the LGBTQI+ com-
munity in the Kingdom, mak-
ing it a good fit for the exhibi-
tion’s gender identity themes. 

 “Our advocacy and commu-
nity engagement betters the 
lives of LGBTQI+ Cambodians 
across the capital and provinc-
es and our core values fit per-
fectly with the Genesis MMXXI 
project,” says adam rodwell, 
speaking at the exhibition’s 
opening on behalf of rOCK. 

Genesis MMXXI exhibition 
runs through February 6, 2022 
at FT Gallery at The Factory at 
Urban Village in Phnom Penh. 
For more information, check out 
the FT Gallery Facebook page: 
FTGalleryPhnomPenh

Filipino designer Reynier Abello says his entire collection for the show was built with the theme of genesis in 
mind. SUPPLIED

The show also has digital painting by Virekbot and tattoos by Tor along 
with many other artists working in different mediums. SUPPLIED

The main organisers are ARMADA fashion designer Reynier Abello, 
photographer Tyta Buth of Tytaart and FT Gallery owner Fonki. SUPPLIED

Hermaphrodite is a collaborative work of art with Tyta photographing 
Reynier’s fashion designs. SUPPLIED
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Why thieves are snatching French 
bulldogs across the uS at gunpoint
T

he TWo thieves who bru-
tally robbed 27-year-old 
Marieke Bayens at gunpoint 
on a California street were 

not after her purse – or her. They 
wanted the little dog at the end of her 
leash: Merlyn, a French bulldog.

From new york to Los angeles, and 
from Miami to Chicago, thefts of the 
prized breed have been on the rise.

Small and friendly – and thus easy 
to grab – French bulldogs are hugely 
popular, selling for thousands of dol-
lars on the black market.

They have the added draw of being 
a “dog of the stars”.

The most famous victim so far has 
been Lady Gaga. armed men last 
year stole her pet bulldogs Koji and 
Gustav, even opening fire on an em-
ployee who was walking them (he 
was wounded but survived).

The superstar singer offered a 

$500,000 reward for their return and 
eventually got the dogs back. Police 
made five arrests in the case.

Bayens survived a similarly trau-
matic attack in november while 
walking Merlyn, a friend’s dog, in 
the California city of oakland. The 
brazen attack occurred in broad day-
light.

“I was waiting for Merlyn to go 
about his business when I saw two 
people coming,” she said. “Before I 
knew it, one was in front of me point-
ing a gun at my face and said, ‘Give 
me the dog.’”

“The other had already grabbed 
Merlyn off the ground, and when I 
didn’t respond to the one pointing the 
gun, the other pulled the rest of Mer-
lyn’s leash out from my hand. They 
ran away towards their car and sped 
away down a street,” going the wrong 
way on a one-way street, she said.

Bulldog thefts elsewhere in the 
country have been carried out with 
similar cold-blooded tactics.

Last year, people in San Fran-
cisco heard the distressing story 
of 30-something Sarah Vorhaus, 
who was stopped by three armed 
men – and brutally beaten by one – 
before they made off with her five-
month-old French bulldog Chloe. 
Pictures on social media showed 
the young woman with a badly 
swollen face.

Tempting target
So why are French bulldogs quite 

such a tempting target for thieves?
Two key reasons: their high resale 

value – $3,500 to $5,000 or more – 
and their relative rarity, Brandi hunt-
er Munden, vice president of the 
american Kennel Club, said.

“This is not a breed that has large 

litters . . . and it can take a while to get 
one,” she said. “Their rise in popular-
ity has led to an increase in thefts.

“The use of violence, however, is 
new and alarming.”

In the face of the spate of “dognap-
pings,” experts offer a list of precau-
tions for owners: have a computer 
chip implanted in the pet to allow 
tracing; always keep it on a leash 
when outdoors (and seal any dog 
door that allows it to leave home 
unescorted); keep its identity papers 
in a safe place; use a GPS-equipped 
collar; and be wary of strangers who 
come knocking.

But the most crucial recommenda-
tion – and the one probably least ob-
served – involves social media: own-
ers are strongly urged to resist the 
temptation of posting cute photos or 
videos of their pets, which may allow 
thieves to locate them.

Countless celebrities – actors, 
athletes, musicians, models and in-
fluencers – have ignored that rule. 
They include stars like reese With-
erspoon, hugh jackman, Chrissy Tei-
gen, Leonardo DiCaprio, Madonna, 
Snoop Dogg, Michael Phelps and 
hilary Duff.

So it’s not surprising that hol-
lywood has become a hotspot of 
French-bulldog thievery.

In late December, one resident 
nearly lost his life in an incident near 
Sunset Boulevard.

robert Marinelli was walking Luca, 
his eight-year-old bulldog, when he 
was attacked.

Two thieves beat him brutally, and 
when his shirt was caught in their car 
door, he was dragged briefly on the 
ground.

he suffered extensive injuries and 
was hospitalised. AFP

In ancient rite, Spanish horses brave fire to fight virus
aT FuLL gallop, the horse 
emerges from the darkness and 
races through a string of bonfires 
in an ancient ritual to ward off 
sickness performed every janu-
ary in a tiny Spanish village.

Known as Luminarias, the 
festival takes place every janu-
ary 16 in San Bartolome de 
Pinares, a village perched high 
in the hills about 100km west 
of Madrid.

By the light of an almost full 
moon, several local officials are 
sweating copiously, despite 
freezing temperatures, as they 
pile branches onto the bonfires 
blazing along the main street of 
this village of just 600 residents 

as the bells ring out, there’s a 
sudden clatter of hooves as the 
first horse and rider come 
charging out. 

after the first horse passes 
another follows, then a group 
of them, sparks flying from 
their hooves as they gallop 
down the street, cheered on by 
hundreds of onlookers here to 
witness this mystical, medie-
val-like spectacle. 

The tradition takes place 
every year on the eve of the 

feast of San anton, Spain’s 
patron saint of animals, and 
dates back to the 18th century 
when an epidemic devastated 
the horse population.

“Before when animal died 
because of infection, they had 
to be burned,” said Leticia Mar-
tin, a 29-year-old physiothera-
pist riding a horse called Fiel.

“So when the epidemic dis-
appeared, people began to 
believe that the smoke pro-
tected the animals.” 

Purifying fire
“These fires, which purify ani-

mals from all diseases, are lit on 
the eve of San anton’s day, which 
is celebrated on january 17,” said 
anton erkoreka of the Museum 
of the history of Medicine in 
Spain’s Basque Country region. 

During the feast, masses are 
held across Spain to bless ani-
mals. 

“Fire is always a purifying ele-
ment and this festival asks the 
saint for his protection on ani-
mals.”

In other Spanish villages, 
bonfires are lit at different 
times of the year to remember 

earlier plagues and epidem-
ics, although the global pan-
demic has given the Lumi-
narias festival a slightly new 
dimension.

But locals such as emmanuel 
Martín insist the tradition has 
nothing to do with Covid. It is 
only about blessing the animals 
and keeping them “healthy all 
year round as the smoke from 
the green branches purifies 
them”, he says.

“It’s not a show to entertain 
people,” insists this 26-year-old 
who first witnessed the event 
when he was two years old.

urged on by the crowd, one 
rider crosses the bonfires with 
his arms spread wide in a cross, 
his horse’s mane plaited, its tail 
rolled up in a type of topknot, 
to avoid catching fire.

Adrenaline
although the tradition is wide-

ly criticised by animal rights 
groups, Martín insists it doesn’t 
harm the horse nor the rider. 

“you don’t even notice it,” 
says his cousin andrea Lenela, 
who compares it to brushing a 
finger quickly through the 

flame of a cigarette lighter. 
every year, the event is attend-

ed by vets and firefighters brought 
in by the local authorities. 

“If I thought there was any risk 
to the horses, I wouldn’t do it,” 
says local resident Mario Candil. 

“nothing has ever happened 
to anyone, ever,” insists Monce 
García, 49, who has come along 
to enjoy the “atmosphere, the 
smoke and the typical village 
tradition”.

Dismounting from her horse, 
a 46-year-old pharmacist noe-
lia Guerra speaks animatedly 
about “the emotions and the 
adrenaline” which flood 
through both horse and rider. 

“you don’t have to force them, 
they just go on their own,” she 
says of the festival, which was 
celebrated this year for the first 
time since the pandemic 
began.

“In this village, there wasn’t a 
single case of Covid until Decem-
ber 2021,” when omicron 
arrived, says Leticia Martin. 

“We laughed about that, say-
ing it was because we didn’t 
celebrate the Luminarias in 
january 2021.” AFP

A staff member takes photos of her French bulldog puppy Jefferson on a podium before a press conference 
by Senator Rand Paul on Capitol Hill in Washington, DC, on October 7. AFP

A woman wearing a protective mask carries flowers while walking a French Bulldog with a pacifier in its 
mouth during the coronavirus pandemic in New York City. AFP

A horseman rides through a bonfire in the village of San Bartolome de 
Pinares in the province of Avila in central Spain, during the traditional 
religious festival of ‘Las Luminarias’ on Sunday. AFP

Known as Luminarias, the festival takes place every January 16 in San 
Bartolome de Pinares, a village perched high in the hills about 100km 
west of Madrid. AFP
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japan’s disabled artisans fight for spotlight
I

n a trendy tokyo neigh-
bourhood, customers browse 
the wares at Majerca, a shop 
stocked with handmade items 

from scarves to glassware, all pro-
duced by people with disabilities.

the shop, and the workshops 
where the items were produced, are 
part of a small but burgeoning move-
ment in japan aiming to promote 
work by people with impairments.

despite being the only country to 
host the Paralympics twice, and the 
government’s public commitment to 
integrate people with disabilities, ac-
tivists and experts say workplaces in 
japan are rarely accessible to them.

In fact, public subsidies for those 
with disabilities have generally been 
understood to mean recipients will 
simply stay at home, and activists 
say there is little support for those 
seeking active employment.

that’s a huge loss for society, ac-
cording to Miho Hattori, who works 
with some of the producers at a 
workshop that supplies Majerca.

“Some workers here have a career 
of more than 30 years, and they are 
so experienced that we should refer 
to them as artisans,” Hattori said.

around two dozen employees with 
various intellectual impairments 
work at the site.

In one area, men filter pulp and 
press paper to make cards, while else-
where a woman spins yarn from raw 
wool and others manage a wooden 
weaver unfurling beautiful fabric.

“I am making the fabric for stoles, 
using wool for the woof and cotton 
for the warp,” ayame Kawasaki, a 
28-year-old with down’s syndrome, 
said. “I like weaving.”

Apologetically priced
the workshop sells bags and 

stoles to shops and galleries, with 
items priced at several thousand 
yen. after costs, each worker can 
expect to bring in about 15,000 yen 
($130) a month, an amount Hattori 
describes as “heartbreaking”.

It is not the main source of income 
for the workers, who are entitled to 
government support, and the figure 
is about the national average for 
people with intellectual disabilities, 

according to the welfare ministry.
“their labour and their products are 

so valuable but they remain invisible,” 
said Mitsuhiro Fujimoto, founder of 
Majerca, which is operated by five 
employees without disabilities.

Fujimoto was inspired to launch 
the store after buying wooden toys 
he later discovered were made by 
workers with intellectual disabilities.

Majerca passes about 60-70 per 
cent of product revenue back to pro-
ducers and Fujimoto says he encour-
ages artisans to value their work and 
demand fair pay, not just charity.

“at times, I’ve raised the price by 
more than five times on something 
that was apologetically priced at just 
500 yen,” he said.

Fashion house Heralbony, which 
produces high-end items working 
with about 150 designers with in-
tellectual disabilities, also prices its 

products at a level it says reflects the 
work of its employees.

It has organised pop-up shops 
at glitzy department stores, show-
casing its colourful apparel next to 
products from top makers such as 
Hermes and Louis Vuitton.

It offers ties at 24,200 yen and 
blouses at more than that, which 
spokeswoman Miu nakatsuka says 
are fairly priced.

“In japan’s welfare sector, there’s 
long been a sort of hesitation that 
suggested people receiving public 
welfare services are not supposed to 
make money,” she said.

Heralbony says its workers receive 
a licensing fee of at least five per cent 
of an item’s price, and sometimes 10-
30 percent, exceeding the local in-
dustry average of three per cent.

This is discrimination
Welfare workers say social stereo-

types hinder work opportunities for 
people with impairments, but they 
also blame japanese law.

“In japan, a disabled working per-
son is not allowed to use their pub-
licly funded helper to commute or 
at a workplace,” said Masashi Hojo, 
the director of an association of wel-
fare workshops in tokyo.

“this is discrimination.”
the situation was highlighted in 

2019 when two severely disabled 
candidates won seats in japan’s up-
per house.

their assistants are paid for by 
the upper house, but the lawmak-
ers want the rules changed to help 
the 11,500 other seriously disabled 
people who rely on public care.

despite the obstacles for work-
ers, Heralbony, which was founded 
three years ago, is profitable.

the firm plans to expand into in-
terior and furniture items this year.

and Majerca operator Fujimoto 
believes showcasing products by 
workers with disabilities will help 
challenge stereotypes about work-
ing with an impairment.

“By visiting Majerca, I hope people 
will see what they do, and what they 
can do, and start thinking about 
whether they are being treated fair-
ly,” he said. AFP

Loss of animals impacting plants’ ability to survive: study
decLIneS in seed-dispersing 
animal species are harming 
plants’ ability to move to more 
suitable habitats in a warming 
world, a new study in the jour-
nal Science said on january 13.

the findings illustrate a wor-
rying feedback loop between 
biodiversity loss and the global 

climate crisis, with forests vital 
for trapping carbon.

“When we lose birds and 
mammals, we’re not just losing 
the species themselves. We’re 
losing this important ecologi-
cal function, which is seed 
dispersal,” lead author evan 
Fricke of rice university said.

the paper is the first to quan-
tify the issue at the global scale, 
and estimates that the ability 
of animal-dispersed plants to 
keep pace with climate change 
has already been reduced by 60 
per cent due to the loss of 
mammals and birds.

climate change is altering 
ecosystems around the world, 
which means that an area that 
is hospitable for a given tree 
species today might be hostile 
in the coming decades.

there are regions where the 
tree can move, with more wel-
coming precipitation and tem-
perature conditions, but in order 
to get there it must undertake a 
journey while still a seed.

around half of all plants rely 
on animals to eat their fruit or 
nuts to carry forward their 
seeds, while some depend on 
wind alone.

For their study, the uS-dan-
ish research team used data 
from thousands of field stud-
ies about animal traits, togeth-
er with machine learning, to 
build a map of the contribu-
tions of seed-dispersing birds 
and mammals worldwide.

they also compared maps of 
seed-dispersal today to what 
things would have looked like 
without human-caused extinc-
tions and reduced ranges.

the models went into great 
detail, including “which ani-
mals eat the seeds of which 
fruit, how far the seeds go from 
the mother plant, and also the 
impact of that passage on ger-
mination,” said Fricke.

that means, when an animal 
eats a fruit, it might destroy the 
seeds, or it might disperse 
them between meters and 
kilometres away.

Machine learning was used 
to fill in the gaps for some ani-
mal species that haven’t been 
studied in-depth.

For example, if a South amer-
ican fox wasn’t as well studied 
as a european fox, but had sim-
ilar characteristics, the compu-
tational model predicted how it 
would interact with seeds.

the results were surprising, 
showing that seed-dispersal 
losses were especially severe 
in temperate regions in north 
america, europe, South 
america and australia, even 

though they’d lost only a few 
per cent of their mammal and 
bird species.

the disruption was less 
severe in tropical regions in 
South america, africa and 
Southeast asia – but would 
gather pace if more iconic 
endangered species are lost, 
such as elephants.

taken together, the research 
shows conservation efforts 
and restoring animal species 
to their former ranges can help 
fight climate change.

“animal declines can disrupt 
ecological networks in ways that 
threaten the climate resilience of 
entire ecosystems that people 
rely upon,” Fricke said. AFP

Naoko Saito (centre) makes crafts for a welfare trade shop that sells items made by 
hand by people with various disabilities across Japan. AFP

Mitsuhiro Fujimoto, an operator for Majerca, a welfare trade shop that sells items made by hand by people with various disabilities 
across Japan, visits a store in the Kichijoji district in Tokyo’s Musashino area. AFP

A male oriental pied hornbill is seen in a park in Singapore. Declines in 
seed-dispersing animal species are harming plants’ ability to move to 
more suitable habitats in a warming world. AFP

A fox cub reacts at Belyayev fox facility of the Institute of Cytology and 
Genetics of the Russian Academy of Sciences outside Siberian city of 
Novosibirsk. AFP
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Ozone pollution costs asia billions: study
P

ersistently high levels 
of ozone pollution in asia 
are costing China, japan 
and south Korea an esti-

mated $63 billion annually in lost 
rice, wheat and maize crops, a new 
study says.

While ozone forms a protective 
layer around the earth in the upper 
atmosphere, it is a harmful pollut-
ant at ground level.

it is created by a chemical reaction 
when two pollutants, often emit-
ted by cars or industry, combine in 
the presence of sunlight and it can 
interfere with plant photosynthesis 
and growth.

the research published Monday 
harnesses pollution monitoring 
data from the region and field ex-
periments to show ozone affects 
asia’s crop yields more than previ-
ously thought.

the study’s authors said the find-
ings should push policymakers to re-
duce emissions that produce ozone.

“air pollution control in north 
america and europe succeeded in 
lowering ozone levels,” said Kazuhiko 
Kobayashi, a co-first author of the 
study and professor emeritus affili-
ated with the university of tokyo.

“We need to repeat that success 
across east and south asia,” he said.

Previous estimates of ozone’s ef-
fects on staple crops such as rice, 
wheat and maize have sometimes 
used varieties that are not prevalent 
in asia, or tested plants grown in 
pots rather than fields.

to get a more accurate picture, 
the researchers looked at variet-
ies common in the region and did 
experiments with crops in pots but 
also in fields.

they exposed rice, wheat and 
maize to varying levels of ozone 
and used the resulting crop yields to 
model how different exposures af-
fected plant development.

they also tested the model with 
a second experiment in which the 
crops were treated with a chemical 

that protects against the effects of 
ozone, to see if the yield increased 
in line with their estimations.

Threat to food security
to determine real-world effects, 

the researchers then applied ozone 
data from more than 3,000 monitor-
ing sites in China, south Korea and 
japan to their model.

they found a mean of 33 per cent 
of China’s wheat crop is lost annual-
ly because of ozone pollution, with 
28 per cent lost in south Korea and 
16 per cent for japan.

For rice, the mean figure in China 
was 23 per cent, though the re-
searchers found hybrid strains were 
significantly more vulnerable than 
inbred ones. in south Korea the fig-
ure was nearly 11 per cent, while in 
japan it was just over five per cent.

and maize crops in both China 
and south Korea were also affected 
at lower levels. the crop is not grown 
in japan in significant quantities.

the researchers said their find-
ings were limited by several factors, 
including that ozone monitors are 
mostly in urban areas and levels in 
rural areas are often higher.

surface ozone “poses a threat to 
food security” given its effects in a 
region that supplies 90 per cent of 
the world’s rice and 44 percent of its 
wheat, the authors wrote.

“it has been well known that 
ozone exerts large impacts on crop 
production,” Kobayashi said.

“nevertheless, the estimated yield 
loss in rice, particularly of hybrid 
type cultivars, may be a bit shocking 
for those who have learned about it 
for the first time.”

in all, the study estimates $63 bil-
lion in annual losses, and Kobayashi 
said he hoped the findings would 
“encourage people to take action”.

“We in asia could repeat the suc-
cess of air pollution control in north 
america and europe, where ozone-
induced crop yield loss has been de-
clining.” AFP

Omicron cases nix China’s plan to sell Olympic tickets
China on Monday cancelled 
plans to sell tickets to the pub-
lic for the Winter Olympics in 
Beijing, as the number of Cov-
id-19 cases in the country 
reached its highest since 
March 2020.

Organisers said last year 
there would be no interna-
tional spectators at the Games 
– partly due to China’s weeks-
long quarantine requirements 
– but they had promised to 
allow domestic audiences.

But those plans were 
scrapped on Monday as Chi-
na reported 223 new infec-
tions just three weeks before 
the Winter Olympics are set 
to open.

“in order to protect the 
health and safety of Olympic-
related personnel and specta-
tors, it was decided to adjust 
the original plan to sell tickets 
to the public and [instead] 
organise spectators to watch 
the Games on-site,” the Beijing 
Olympic organising commit-
tee said in a statement.

it is unclear how these spec-
tators will be selected and 
whether they will have to quar-
antine before or after the 
Games.

China, where the virus first 
emerged in late 2019, has stuck 
to a strict policy of targeting 

zero Covid cases even as the rest 
of the world has reopened.

But its approach has come 
under sustained pressure in 
recent weeks with multiple 
virus clusters in key areas 
including the port of tianjin 
and the southern manufactur-
ing region of Guangdong.

athletes and officials have 
already started to land in the 
capital ahead of the Games, 
immediately entering a tightly 
controlled bubble separating 
them from the rest of the pop-
ulation.

after a local case of the high-

ly infectious Omicron strain 
was detected in Beijing over 
the weekend, authorities also 
tightened regulations for arriv-
als from elsewhere in China.

the capital is now demand-
ing a negative test before travel 
and a follow-up test after enter-
ing, with residents urged not to 
leave the city for the upcoming 
lunar new year holiday.

some tourist sites have also 
been closed.

Mail threat
a senior health official told 

residents to “avoid buying 

goods from overseas” after 
saying the local case could 
have been brought in by inter-
national post.

the infected woman in Bei-
jing had not travelled or had 
contact with other infected 
people, authorities said as they 
tested 13,000 people living or 
working in the same area.

health official Pang Xinghuo 
told reporters the virus had 
been found on the surface of a 
letter the infected person had 
received from Canada.

Dozens of letters from the 
same batch were tested and 

five showed traces of Covid-19, 
Pang said.

the strain was different from 
Omicron cases in China, and 
similar to variants identified 
from north america last 
month, she added.

“We come to the conclusion 
that the possibility of virus 
infection through inbound 
objects cannot be ruled out.”

therefore, residents should 
“try to avoid buying goods 
from overseas during out-
breaks”, Pang said.

“if you receive overseas mail, 
you should wear masks and 

disposable gloves to reduce 
direct contact.”

she advised people to “open 
the packages outdoors”.

China has linked a number 
of its virus clusters to products 
imported from overseas.

a theory from Beijing that 
the virus did not originate in 
China but was imported in fro-
zen food was judged “possible” 
but very unlikely in a report 
last year by international 
experts appointed by the World 
health Organisation.

the Centres for Disease 
Control and Prevention in the 
united states says on its web-
site it is “possible” for people 
to be infected through contact 
with contaminated surfaces or 
objects – but the risk is low.

Within three days, there 
should be a 99 per cent reduc-
tion in any virus traces left on 
surfaces.

analysts have warned that 
China’s zero-Covid approach 
– which includes targeted 
lockdowns and travel restric-
tions – will increasingly weigh 
on the economy.

some 68 Covid cases were 
reported on Monday across 
central henan province, where 
partial lockdowns and mass 
testing have been rolled out for 
millions of residents. AFP

A man in protective gear gives hand sanitiser to person at a highway 
rest area near Zhangjiakou on Saturday ahead of the Beijing 2022 
Winter Olympics. AFP

Asia-Pacific accounts for about three-quarters of global coal consumption – even as the region struggles with the environmental 
and public health impacts of global warming, from deadly levels of air pollution in India to extreme heatwaves and wildfires in 
Australia. AFP

The Beijing 2022 Winter Olympics logo is seen on cakes offered during 
a press conference on Monday by former NBA basketball star Yao Ming 
of China in Beijing, ahead of the start of the games on February 4. AFP

Persistently high levels of ozone pollution in Asia are costing China, Japan and South Korea an estimated $63 billion annually in 
lost crops. AFP



President of Pierre Cardin company Rodrigo Basilicati-Cardin poses during a photo session at the Cardin 
fashion house workshop in Paris on January 11. The house of Cardin will present their collection at the Paris 
Fashion Week. AFP

T
he city may still be 
deep in the throes of 
the Omicron surge 
and adapting to the 

latest Covid restrictions, but 
Paris Fashion Week neverthe-
less launched on January 18.

The industry is determined 
to get back on the catwalks 
after nearly two years during 
which most brands were forced 
to retreat online.

Despite the complications 
caused by the pandemic, the 
fashion community is stepping 
out regardless. Most fashion 
houses are returning to live 
shows as the menswear week 
kicks off, followed immediately 
by haute couture shows. 

Some 17 of the 76 brands of 
the official Paris menswear cal-
endar – including big names 
like Dior, hermes and Rick 
Owens – will be back on the 
catwalk, up from just six last 
summer.  

And nearly 30 others are opt-
ing for other types of in-person 
event – inviting journalists, 
buyers and other taste-mak-
ers to less formal gatherings 
around the French capital. 

There will be a bittersweet 
taste to the first week, however, 
as Louis Vuitton presents the 
final collection from US de-
signer Virgil Abloh, who died in 
November at the age of 41 after 
a private battle with cancer. 

Such is the interest around 

Abloh, a close partner of 
Kanye West who helped break 
through glass ceilings for black 
designers, that Louis Vuitton is 
presenting the show twice on 
January 20.

Many are also excited to see 
what streetwear veteran Nigo 
does as the new artistic direc-
tor of Kenzo. 

And there is hype, too, 
around French label egonlab, 
launched two years ago with a 
series of arty videos and now 
making its first foray in the of-
ficial calendar.

“To present your work along-
side the big houses that greatly 
influenced us – it does some-
thing to you,” said co-founder 
Florentin Glemarec.

Nonetheless, like many fash-
ion newcomers, egonlab is em-
bracing both the live and online 
worlds, with a line of NFTs and 
Metaverse digital clothing that 
it is developing in partnership 
with footwear brand Crocs. 

Caught in the crossfire
haute couture designers are 

also returning to the catwalk, 
with 18 of 29 houses planning 
live shows – albeit with the 
now-common caveat that the 
virus might throw a last-minute 
spanner in the works. 

Some changes have already 
been announced: the Sidaction 
charity evening to raise money 
for AIDS research, that tradi-

tionally marks the end of the 
haute couture week, has been 
postponed until July. 

Giorgio Armani cancelled his 
menswear show in Milan and 
haute couture show in Paris 
over the latest surge in Covid 
cases. 

That decision sparked a sense 
of deja-vu as it was the 87-
year-old Italian maestro who 
was first to cancel his catwalk 
shows in the early days of the 
pandemic in February 2020. 

“It’s their choice,” said Pascal 
Morand, head of France’s Fed-
eration for haute Couture and 
Fashion. 

he said the federation makes 
several recommendations in-
cluding the use of FFP2 masks, 
but he was happy to see brands 
returning to the live sphere. 

“We have learned to live with 
the virus,” he said. “Digital en-
riches the physical, but it can’t 
replace the emotion and senso-
ry side of the runway shows.”

Some still feel uneasy about 
returning to in-person events. 

“I feel caught in the crossfire,” 
said Jean Paul Cauvin, director 
of haute couture brand Julien 
Fournie, who has had to deal 
with the disruption of positive 
tests among models and work-
shop workers.

“We would be frustrated not 
to be on the catwalk, but I hope 
we don’t create an haute cou-
ture cluster,” he said. AFP

Paris fashion gets physical 
despite Omicron danger

Fashion designers and co-founders of the French brand ‘EgonLab’ Florentin Glemarec (left) and Kevin Nompeix pose 
at their atelier during a photo session in Paris on January 11. AFP
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Thinking caps

ACROSS
  1 Gallery contents
  4 Common construction girder
  9 Some cobras
 13 Any one will do in a storm
 15 Exotic jelly flavor
 16 Cashless deal
 17 Grouches
 19 Repeated word in a Doris Day song
 20 Intensify
 21 Essayers, essentially
 23 Former Justice John Paul
 24 Far from the most
 25 Old cager’s org. with a colorful ball
 26 Like some blinds
 29 Beast of Borden
 32 Harp and elephant
 33 Tail-end of a countdown
 34 100 dinars
 35 Plant with yellow flower clusters
 36 Fish hawk’s cousin
 37 Clear toothpaste
 38 “The evidence of things not seen”
 39 Ancient Germanic letters
 40 Survives
 42 Backstabber

 43 Adolescent
 44 Not a main route
 48 Foiled
 50 Create a division
 51 Didn’t swing at
 52 Difficult thing to swallow, figuratively
 54 Pond organism
 55 Confederacy’s counterpart
 56 And others, for short
 57 Party thrower
 58 Mends
 59 When this sound stops, you’ll be 

left flat
DOWN
  1 Church recesses
  2 Fowl place
  3 A handshake begins it
  4 Large lizard
  5 Some museum pieces
  6 Convenience
  7 It might briefly cross a street?
  8 With great skill
  9 Birthplace of St. Francis
 10 Succotash ingredient
 11 Henry VIII’s last wife
 12 Fitness centers

 14 Toil and trouble
 18 Newbie, of sorts
 22 Plural of 42-Across
 24 Chow line?
 26 Air outlets
 27 “Green Gables” girl
 28 Wine sediments
 29 Descartes’ “therefore”
 30 In ___ of (replacing)
 31 Experienced sailors, slangily
 32 Speaks like the Lord?
 35 Flavor sensor
 36 Colleague of Calliope
 38 Satyrlike creature
 39 Airspace monitoring device
 41 Consider
 42 Matures on the vine
 44 Cause to attack
 45 Long-line annoyances
 46 Book with legends
 47 Is sure to be heard
 48 2002 Winter Olympics state
 49 Court plea, for short
 50 Cookbook direction
 53 “... baked ___ pie”

“GOURMET SAMPLER” 

Tuesday’s solution

Tuesday’s solution



F
or the first time since 2004, 
the World rally Champion-
ship, which celebrates its 
50th anniversary by intro-

ducing hybrid cars, will have neither 
of the great French Sebastiens fight-
ing for the title.

The season that opens in Monte 
Carlo this week will be different.

For 17 of the last 18 seasons, the 
WrC champion has been won by ei-
ther Sebastien Loeb, with nine titles 
straight from 2004 to 2012, or his 
protege Sebastien ogier with eight 
titles in nine years.

The only non-French, non-Sebas-
tien to triumph in that time was the 
Estonian ott Tanak in 2019 when 
ogier had a disappointing return to 
Toyota and could only finish third.

Both Sebastiens will race in 2022, 
including the opener in Monte Carlo, 
but not for the full season, leaving the 
title open.

“I’m at the beginning of a different 
stage in my career, and as I’m not 
taking part in the full championship 
the feeling is a little bit different to 
usual for me at this time of the year,” 
said 38-year-old ogier.

Even though ogier is only racing part 
time he promises he will not make it 
easy for those who want his crown.

“I’m still a competitor and I still 
want to win, so I will be giving my 
best to perform,” he said. 

The Frenchman will have a new 
co-driver this season in Benjamin 
Veillas, who replaces Julien Ingras-
sia, retired after sitting by ogier’s 
side since 2005

The season of 13 rounds on four 
continents marks a step into the 

unknown for the teams as they 
switch to hybrid cars. 

The cars, WrC said, will be “plug-
in hybrid-powered” and use “100 
per cent fossil-free fuel and sustain-
able energy supplies”.

International automobile federa-
tion President Mohammed Ben Su-
layem, a former WrC competitor 
himself, called it “a very proud and 
significant moment”.

The chassis specifications have also 
been changed so cars must be built 
round an “upgraded safety cell”.

Exciting era
The destination of the title may de-

pend less on the drivers this year and 
more on how quickly the teams can 
bed in their cars.

“rallying is entering a very new 
era and it’s a very exciting moment,” 

said Toyota’s team principal Jari-
Matti Latvala 

“There are a lot of question marks 
and rally Monte-Carlo will be giving 
us some of the answers. 

“As a team we have been working very 
hard to be ready, but nobody can know 
how the different cars compare against 
each other until we get to the first rally.” 

once again the elite competition 
has teams from three manufacturers: 

reigning champions Toyota Gazoo 
racing, Hyundai Motorsport and M-
Sport Ford.

The three leading contenders for 
the driver’s title would appear to be 
Tanak, his Hyundai teammate – and 
serial runner-up – Belgian Thierry 
Neuville, and Toyota’s Welsh hope El-
fyn Evans, who took ogier to the last 
race in the last two seasons. Irishman 
Craig Breen will lead M-Sport with 
Loeb making cameos.

The absence of ogier will not make 
the contest any easier said Neuville, 
second in the title race in 2013, 2016, 
2017, 2018 and 2019.

“ogier going doesn’t change any-
thing,” Neuville told the Dirtfish ral-
lying web site. 

“If it’s not ogier, it will be Elfyn or 
whoever or Tanak. The challenge re-
mains the same.

“It was pretty close between Elfyn 
and ogier [last season] and it was very 
close the year before as well. We will 
not lose any animation of the cham-
pionship with or without ogier.”

Schedule
Jan 20-23 – Monte Carlo 
Feb 24-27 – Sweden
April 21-24 – Croatia
May 19-22 – Portugal
June 2-5 – Sardinia
June 23-26 – Safari rally, Kenya
July 14-17 – Estonia
August 4-7 – Finland
August 18-21 – TBC
September 8-11 – Acropolis rally, 

Greece
September 29-october 2 – New 

Zealand
october 20-23 – Catalunya
November 10-13 – Japan AFP

rallying readies for life with hybrids but no ogier
Sport
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Vaccine law could bar Djokovic from French open

‘This is beautiful’: Barty blitzes into 2nd round

NoVAK Djokovic could be 
barred from playing in the 
French open under current 
rules after the sports ministry 
said on Monday that elite sport-
speople would need to be vac-
cinated to perform in France.

The ministry said a new vac-
cine pass, approved by the 
French parliament on Sunday, 
“applies to everyone, to volun-
teers and to elite sportspeople, 
including those coming from 
abroad, until further notice.”

The unvaccinated Djokovic 
was deported from Australia 

on Sunday before the Austral-
ian open – the first Grand 
Slam tournament of the year 
– after failing in a court battle 
to have the cancellation of his 
visa overturned.

The French move appears to 
contradict Sports Minister rox-
ana Maracineanu’s assertion 
last week that certain events like 
the French open had a special 
exemption which could allow 
Djokovic to play in the tourna-
ment without being vaccinated 
against coronavirus. 

Major events like the French 

open previously permitted 
unvaccinated athletes to com-
pete as they operated a health 
bubble around the tourna-
ment.

If no exemption is possible, 
the measure would dash the 
34-year-old Serb’s hopes of 
defending his French open 
title and potentially winning 
an unprecedented 21st Grand 
Slam singles crown.

Djokovic’s hopes of a Grand 
Slam success in 2022 would 
then rest on Wimbledon as 
New york vaccination rules, as 

they stand now, would rule 
him out of the uS open.

France’s vaccine pass law 
will require people to carry 
vaccination certificates to 
enter public places such as 
restaurants, cafes, cinemas 
and intercity trains.

The first major international 
sports event to be directly 
affected would be the upcom-
ing Six Nations rugby champi-
onship when France will host 
Italy on February 6, Ireland on 
February 12 and England on 
March 19. AFP

WorLD No1  Ashleigh Barty 
launched her bid for a maiden 
Australian open title in 
emphatic fashion Monday, 
crushing qualifier Lesia 
Tsurenko in 54 minutes to 
send an ominous warning to 
her rivals.

The Australian top seed was 
all business on rod Laver Are-
na, taking command early to 
race through the first set to 
love and wrap up the match 
6-0, 6-1.

ukraine’s Tsurenko was no 
walkover. Despite being 
ranked 120 and forced to qual-
ify this year, the 32-year-old is 
an experienced player with 
four WTA titles to her name.

But she was out of her depth 
against the reigning Wimble-
don champion who is strongly 
fancied to be crowned cham-

pion in two weeks’ time, break-
ing her duck at a tournament 
where she has never gone 
beyond the semi-finals.

“This is beautiful, it’s felt like 
an eternity since I’ve been 
here,” Barty said of playing in 
front of her home crowd.

“Playing as well as I did, it 
was a lot of fun. It felt nice and 
clean and I did a good job. 
overall, I found my forehand 
and was able to control the 
court.”  

Showing typical poise, Barty 
cruised through her opening 
game for the loss of just one 
point and made a statement in 
the next, breaking Tsurenko at 
the first opportunity.

She faced a break point in 
the third game but recovered 
to go 3-0 in front then broke 
the struggling ukrainian twice 

more to secure the set in 24 
minutes.

The 25-year-old was unstop-
pable, with her power and 
accuracy too much for 
Tsurenko, who was broken 
again early to go 2-0 down in 
the second set. 

She finally won a game for 
5-1 to prevent an infamous 
“double-bagel” defeat and 
saved four match points, but 
the end was inevitable.

Asked if she ever felt sorry for 
an opponent on the receiving 
end of such a thrashing, Barty 
said it wasn’t something she 
considered.

“At that given time I’m think-
ing it’s just the next point over 
and over. obviously what I was 
doing was working and con-
tinuing to try and do the right 
things,” she said.

“you know, I mean, I have no 
regard for the score in a sense 
of putting any extra value on a 
certain point just because it is 
match point or whatever the 
scoreline may be. 

“I try and keep it very proc-
ess orientated as much as I 
can.”

Barty came into the Austral-
ian open in red-hot form, 
claiming the singles and dou-
bles titles in Adelaide and 
appears at ease at her home 
Slam despite the weight of 
expectation.

She won the French open in 
2019 and Wimbledon last year, 
and finished as world No1 
again in 2021 despite return-
ing to Australia after the uS 
open in September and not 
playing again.

It elevated her alongside 

Steffi Graf, Martina Navrati-
lova, Serena Williams and 
Chris Evert as the only women 

to finish as the top-ranked 
player for three consecutive 
years. AFP

Australia’s Ashleigh Barty hits a return against Ukraine’s Lesia Tsurenko 
during their women’s singles match on Day 1 of the Australian Open tennis 
tournament on Monday. AFP

Novak Djokovic celebrates after winning against Greece’s Stefanos Tsitsipas 
at the Roland Garros 2021 French Open tournament in Paris. AFP

Winner French driver Sebastien Loeb (left) talks to second placed French driver Sebastien Ogier on the podium after winning the 
54th Rally of Catalonia in Salou near Tarragona on October 28, 2018. AFP



Virat Kohli needs to shed his 
ego to play under a new leader 
after giving up the test cap-
taincy, cricket icon Kapil Dev 
said as uncertainty swirled 
about the future of the nation-
al team.

Kohli, 33, announced his sur-
prise departure late on Satur-
day having already quit as t20 
captain last year and been 
sacked as head of the one-day 
side soon afterwards.

Dev, who led india to glory in 
the 1983 World Cup, welcomed 
Kohli’s decision, saying he was 
“going through a rough time” 
and “appeared to be under a lot 
of pressure”.

But he said that Kohli will 
now have to knuckle down and 
bite his tongue if he is to 
remain in the team under a 
new captain.

“Even Sunil Gavaskar played 
under me. i played under K 
Srikkanth and [Mohammad] 
azharuddin. i had no ego,” Dev, 
63, was quoted as saying to the 
Mid-Day newspaper, referring 
to other greats of the era.

“Virat will have to give up his 
ego and play under a young 
cricketer. this will help him 
and indian cricket. Virat should 
guide the new captain, new 
players. We cannot lose Virat, 
the batsman . . . no way.”

the race to succeed Kohli is 
seen as a contest between rohit 
Sharma and KL rahul and – in 
distant third place – the young-
er rishabh Pant, 24.

tV commentator Harsha 
Bhogle tweeted on Monday 
that ravichandran ashwin and 
Jasprit Bumrah should also be 
considered.

rohit, 34, is already twenty20 
and one day international 
(ODi) captain, and has led the 
Mumbai indians to five victo-
ries in the indian Premier 
League (iPL).

With rohit injured, rahul, 29, 
captained india in the recent 
second test in South africa and 
will lead the one-day side in the 
upcoming series beginning 
Wednesday.

Crisis
the outspoken and some-

times combative Kohli’s resig-
nation stoked rumours about 
rifts with the sport’s national 
governing body, the Board of 

Control for Cricket in india 
(BCCi).

Kohli and BCCi chief Saurav 
Ganguly in December had 
publicly contradicted each 
other over his stepping down 
as white-ball captain.

the Hindustan times report-
ed that Kohli had spurned an 
offer by the BCCi to quit with 
fanfare after his 100th test in 
Bangalore in February when 
india host Sri Lanka.

“i think clearly there was dis-
enchantment between Kohli 
and the authorities,” veteran 
cricket journalist ayaz Memon 
said.

“You don’t need any state-
ment, you can sense it from the 
manner he gave up the t20 
captaincy and then the ODi 
captaincy was taken away from 
him,” he said.

He said that it will also be a 
challenge for the new captain to 
revive the team’s batting for-
tunes from the current “crisis”.

“it has become a challenging 
situation for india because you 
have a team that has crumbled, 
the batting certainly,” he said.

arun Dhumal, BCCi treas-
urer, said he wasn’t worried.

“i am sure with the kind of 
bench strength we will get over 
with this phase as well,” Dhu-
mal said.

“it’s just the change in leader-
ship position that will happen, 
and when eventually some-
body would take over they 
would take it from here and 
make sure the team gives its 
best on the field.”

“Let us focus on team india 
rather than thinking and both-
ering about what is being 
printed or spoken about,” he 
added. AFP
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Kohli will have to shed his 
ego, says ex-captain Dev

C
aMErOOn captain Vincent 
aboubakar scored his fifth goal 
of the africa Cup of nations 
(aFCOn) and his already-qual-

ified side were joined by Burkina Faso on 
Monday in the second round.

the Saudi arabia-based forward, who 
turns 30 on Saturday, put Cameroon 
ahead and substitute Garry rodrigues 
equalised for Cape Verde after half-time 
in a 1-1 draw in Yaounde.

Cyrille Bayala put Burkina Faso in 
front and Getaneh Kebede levelled for 
Ethiopia from a penalty in Bafoussam in 
another 1-1 draw that was enough to take 
the west africans through.

Cameroon topped the final group table 
with seven points. Burkina Faso edged 
Cape Verde on head-to-head records for 
second place after both accumulated 
four points. Ethiopia were eliminated 
with just one point.

While Cameroon and Burkina Faso 
are assured of last-16 places, Cape Verde 
must wait to see if they go through as 
one of the best four third-placed teams 
from the six groups.

Cameroon will remain in Yaounde to 
play a third-placed team on January 24, a 
day after Burkina Faso meet the Group C 
runners-up in Limbe.

Should Cape Verde survive, they will 
play the winners of Group B or Group C in 
Bafoussam or Yaounde on January 25.

“We won the group, which was our 
goal, although we wanted to win all our 
matches. We will continue to play here 
in Olembe,” said Cameroon coach toni 
Conceicao.

“We had many chances. the Cameroo-
nian team was not brilliant but still played 
a good game. We can do better, but if we 
take an overall reading, we were superior 
to our opponents in the group.”

aboubakar is the first Cameroonian to 
score in all three group matches at aFCOn 
since Samuel Eto’o achieved the feat with 
five goals at the 2008 finals in Ghana. 

Nine-goal record
ndaye Mulamba holds the record for the 

most goals by an individual in the flagship 
african tournament with nine for Zaire 
(now the Democratic republic of Congo) 
in Egypt 48 years ago.

aboubakar has a clear lead in the 
Golden Boot competition with his clos-
est rivals, compatriot Karl toko-Ekambi, 
tunisian Wahbi Khazri, Malian ibrahi-
ma Kone and Malawian Frank Mhango, 
scoring two each.

in Yaounde, Cameroon broke the dead-
lock on 39 minutes in a cagey opening half 
dominated by the two defences.

a free-kick from the indomitable Li-
ons was partially cleared and abouba-
kar rifled a low, left-foot shot through 
a crowd of players and past goalkeeper 

Josimar ‘Vozinha’ Dias into the corner 
of the net.

Cape Verde reacted to falling behind 
by becoming more adventurous and 
troubled the Cameroon rearguard several 
times before half-time without managing 
an equaliser.

the island nation introduced rodrigues 
for the second half and he equalised with-
in eight minutes through an exquisite 
back-heel off a low cross that beat goal-
keeper andre Onana.

aboubakar should have put Cameroon 
ahead again midway through the second 
half but blazed over when the ball ran 
loose inside the box.

in Bafoussam, a city 300km north west 
of Yaounde, Burkina Faso went ahead on 
25 minutes through Bayala.

after a superb long pass from the centre 
circle by adama Guira, Bayala outmuscled 
two Ethiopian defenders and chipped the 
ball over advancing goalkeeper tekle-
mariam Shanko and into the net.

But instead of building their lead, the 
Burkinabe Stallions conceded on 52 
minutes when Ethiopia captain Kebede 
levelled from a penalty awarded after a 
Var review.

Burkina Faso welcomed back captain 
Bertrand traore, the aston Villa for-
ward, after his recovery from Covid-19, 
but a positive test ruled out goalkeeper 
Herve Koffi. AFP

aboubakar scores as Cameroon 
joined by Burkina Faso in last 16

Cameroon’s forward Vincent Aboubakar eyes the ball during the Group A Africa Cup of Nations 2021 football match against Cape Verde on Monday. AFP

Yao Ming invites strong China critic Enes Kanter to visit
FOrMEr basketball star Yao 
Ming on Monday invited staunch 
Beijing critic Enes Kanter Free-
dom to visit China after the Bos-
ton Celtics player urged athletes 
to boycott the Winter Olympics 
in the capital.

Kanter has emerged as one of 
China’s most vocal critics in the 
sporting world, a rare athlete 
willing to forgo lucrative 
endorsements to speak on 
issues such as Beijing’s treat-
ment of its uighur Muslim and 
tibetan minorities.

He has repeatedly spoken out 
on social media and been a 
guest on Western news shows 
as the Olympics nears. 

in recent interviews he has 
accused China of using 
“money to buy silence” and 
called on other athletes “to 

pick morals over money”.
He also said the diplomatic 

boycott of the upcoming 
Games by the uS, Britain and 
australia was “good, but not 
enough”.

Yao, China’s most famous 
basketball star and one of its 
Olympic bid ambassadors, was 
asked about Kanter’s politics at 
a press gathering in Beijing on 
Monday.

“i’ve heard of him, but i can’t 
really judge him because i don’t 
know him,” the retired Houston 
rockets player and current 
president of the China Basket-
ball association said. 

“if there is an opportunity, i 
would like to invite him to visit 
China . . . then he may have a 
more comprehensive under-
standing of us.”

Chinese officials have previ-
ously invited foreign journal-
ists and diplomats to take part 
in state-arranged tours to Xin-
jiang to counter claims by 
human rights groups and 
Washington that a genocide is 
being carried out against 
uighurs and other turkic 
minorities, including forced 
labour in factories and intern-
ment camps where detainees 
have allegedly suffered torture 
and sexual abuse.

But foreign reporters regu-
larly encounter interference, 
surveillance and even deten-
tion by police and unidentified 
individuals while attempting 
to report from the ground in 
Xinjiang. 

Kanter was raised in turkey 
where the plight of China’s 

uighurs is closely followed. He 
is also a vocal critic of turkey’s 
autocratic President recep 
tayyip Erdogan.

He added “Freedom” to his 
name late last year when he 
gained uS citizenship. 

China suspended domestic 
broadcasts of nBa games for a 
year after Houston rockets 
general manager Daryl Morey 
tweeted in support of Hong 
Kong democracy protesters in 
2019. the country is by far the 
nBa’s largest overseas market.

More recently, the Women’s 
tennis association suspended 
all its China tournaments over 
concerns about the safety of 
Chinese player Peng Shuai, 
who accused a former Com-
munist Party leader of sexual 
assault. AFP

Former NBA basketball star Yao Ming of China answers questions during a 
press conference in Beijing on Monday ahead of the start of the Beijing 
2022 Winter Olympics on February 4. AFP

India’s captain Virat Kohli holds aloft 
a stump after India won the fourth 
cricket Test match against England 
on September 6. AFP
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mmanuEl Gyasi 
coolly finished a 
96th minute coun-
ter-attack to give 

Spezia their first Serie a vic-
tory away to aC milan, 2-1, 
on monday night.

milan gave up a 1-0 lead 
as they missed a chance to 
overtake neighbours Inter 
at the top of Serie a, while 
third-place napoli closed to 
within two points with a 2-0 
win in Bologna.

In the late game, Fiorenti-
na crushed dispirited Genoa 
6-0 to jump sixth.

milan dominated much of 
the game but spurned a host 
of chances.

In the 44th minute, ra-
fael leao escaped behind 
the Spezia defence but was 
flattened by goalie Ivan Pro-
vedel kicking wildly at the 
bouncing ball. 

Theo Hernandez fired the 
penalty wide.

a minute later leao escaped 
again and this time reached 
the ball first and lobbed Pro-
vedel to give milan the lead.

Spezia hit back when Kevin 
agudelo, finding a huge hole in 
the home defence, tapped in a 
low Daniele Verde cross at the 
near post after 64 minutes.

as the game entered five 
minutes of added time, ju-
nior messias put the ball in 
the net for milan, but the ref-
eree had already whistled for 
a foul rather than allow the 
home team the advantage.

milan coach Stefano Pioli 
blamed that decision for 
what happened next.

“We lost our lucidity after 
having suffered an injustice, 
it’s a shame,” Pioli told Ital-
ian broadcaster DaZn.

“The responsibility is ours 
but it must be shared tonight 
with the referee. It’s all the 
more strange that he didn’t 
whistle for half-fouls during 
the whole game and now he 
whistles when the ball is on 
our player’s foot.”

milan applied frenzied pres-
sure and Provedel made three 
saves from Zlatan Ibrahimovic. 

The first was from a close-
range shot, the second from 
a curling free kick and the 
third, and best, to claw away 
a looping header dropping 
just under the bar.

Spezia sprung one last 
counter-attack. Victor Kova-
lenko rolled the ball across 
the penalty area to Gyasi, 
who, with the game on the 

line, carefully controlled 
then coolly placed the ball 
inside the far post.

Bad night
“anyone can have a bad 

night,” said Pioli. “We will 
try to react, the team has al-
ways known how to do it.” 

milan host juventus on 
Sunday.

It was Spezia’s third 
straight away victory and 
lifted them to 14th in the 

table, six pints clear of the 
relegation places.

In Bologna, mexican 
Hirving lozano scored from 
close range in the 20th and 
47th minutes.

Striker Victor Osimhen came 
on for the last 20 minutes 
wearing a protective mask, a 
little less than two months af-
ter suffering  facial fractures.

Osimhen had travelled to 
nigeria to join the national 
squad for the africa Cup of 

nations but returned to Italy 
afer contracting Covid-19.

In Florence, rising star Du-
san Vlahovic squandered 
an 11th minute penalty for 
the home team with a lazy 
Panenka that Salvatore Sirigu, 
reaching up, pawed away.

It hardly mattered, as 
the home team tore apart 
Genoa, who have won once 
in the league all season 
and on Saturday fired an-
driy Shevchenko after just 

two months as coach.
Four minutes later, Sirigu 

dived at Vlahovic’s feet for a 
brave save but the ball ran to 
alvaro Odriozola who scored 
to start the rout. 

Cristiano Biraghi struck 
with two long-range free 
kicks. Giacomo Bonaventu-
ra scored from close range. 
Vlahovic hit the target with 
another cute lob. Diminu-
tive lucas Torreira ended the 
scoring with a header. AFP

lewandowski and Putellas win FIFa ‘The Best’ awards
BayErn munich’s record-set-
ting striker robert lewandowski 
retained FIFa’s top men’s player 
title monday at “The Best” of 

2021 ceremony as Barcelona 
captain alexia Putellas collected 
the award for best women’s 
player.

The 33-year-old lewandowski 
set a Bundesliga goal record last 
season, and edged argentine 
lionel messi of Paris Saint-Ger-
main and Egyptian mohamed 
Salah of liverpool for the 
award.

“I’m happy and honoured to 
win this award, and I feel very 
proud,” said lewandowski who 
scored a total of 48 goals for club 
and country in 2020-2021.

lewandowski scored three 
times for Bayern at the week-
end taking his 2021-2022 sea-
son tally to 39 goals in 33 
matches.

The trophy was some conso-
lation for the Polish striker who 
lost out to messi for the older 
and rival award the Ballon d’Or 
in november.

For Putellas, it marked an 
awards double as the Spaniard 

triumphed over Barcelona 
team-mate jennifer Hermoso 
and Chelsea’s australian striker 
Sam Kerr, just as she did for the 
Ballon d’Or.

The 27-year-old midfielder 
enjoyed an exceptional 2020-
2021 season with Barcelona, 
leading the Catalans to the 
Spanish league and cup double 
as well as the Champions 
league.

“This trophy is for everyone 
in the team,” Putellas said. “The 
trophy will be an inspiration for 
us all.”

The best starting women’s 11 
however featured no Barcelona 
player.

Cristiano ronaldo won the 
Special award in recognition of 
setting a record of most inter-
national goals scored for his 
country, beating ali Daei’s long-

standing mark of 109 for Iran.
The 36-year-old ronaldo now 

has 115 goals from 184 games 
with Portugal after making his 
debut aged 18 back in 2003.

“I never expected to beat this 
record, and I thank my team-
mates from these past 20 years,” 
said ronaldo, who also holds 
the record for 140 Champions 
league goals.

Chelsea’s Senegalese stopper 
Edouard mendy and Christiane 
Endler of lyon won the goal-
keeping awards.

Chelsea picked up both 
coaching awards through Tho-
mas Tuchel and Emma Hay-
es.

“ultimately, the coach is only 
as good as the people they have 
around them,” said Hayes, 
whose charges were beaten in 
the Woman’s Champions 

league final but won the Super 
league and the league Cup.

German coach Tuchel arrived 
at Chelsea half-way through the 
season, and transformed an 
under-achieving side into a 
ruthless unit to win the prestige 
Champions league title.

“I’m overwhelmed,” said 
Tuchel. “I enjoy being here, its a 
good fit.”

“I’m grateful to have such 
supportive people around me, 
to feel so good in such a com-
petitive club.

Erik lamela, now of Sevilla, 
won the best goal award for his 
trick rabona shot for Spurs in 
the north london derby.

The medical staff and players 
of Denmark, who had to deal 
with Christian Eriksen’s collapse 
on the field at the Euro won the 
“fair-play” award. AFP

Spezia win stops aC milan topping Serie a

 AC Milan midfielder Rade Krunic (left) and Spezia defender Simone Bastoni go for a header during the Italian Serie A football match on Monday. AFP

FIFA president Gianni Infantino speaks with ‘The Best’ FIFA Men’s Player 
2021 award winner Robert Lewandowski (on screen) during the Best 
FIFA Football Awards 2021 on Monday. AFP
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Awards and appreciation

Diligent taxpayer 

Samdech Techo Prime Minister Hun Sen sent a letter 
of appreciation to ACLEDA Bank Plc for its significant 

contribution to the Cambodian economy through  
tax payments.

ACLEDA Bank receives leading partnership award from International Finance Corporation

‘Most Admired’ in region 

ACLEDA Bank received the ‘Most Admired ASEAN Enterprises Award’ in the Growth 
and Employment category from the ASEAN Business Advisory Council. 

Financial transparency

ACLEDA Bank won the ‘CGAP Financial Transparency Award’ in a worldwide competition on transparency 
that attracted 175 entrants. Three of the five top winners and four other institutions that received 
certificates of merit were also Cambodian.

World Economic Forum accolade

ACLEDA Bank was honoured by the World Economic Forum as a ‘Global Growth 
Company’. Among the 20 fastest-growing companies in East Asia honoured by the 
World Economic Forum in 2014, ACLEDA – a pioneer and innovator in the banking 
sector – was the only Cambodian bank to received an award.

Extensive network

The National Bank of Cambodia presented a certificate to 
ACLEDA in appreciation of the bank’s invaluable contribution 

towards financial inclusivity with the development of its 
country-wide branch network. 

Best Mobile Banking Project

ACLEDA Bank received the ‘Best Mobile Banking  
Project Award’ from The Asian Banker at the  
2013 Asian Banker International Technology  

Implementation Awards.
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AcledA Institute of 
Business (AIB) was 
established with twin 
purposes – to produce 
quality talent for the 

domestic financial sector and to 
nurture AcledA Bank’s staff to drive 
one of the fastest growing financial 
intuitions in the Kingdom.

A wholly owned subsidiary  
of AcledA Bank, it offers a  
diverse education in business and 
finance through its in-campus and 
online lessons to both the public  
and institutions. 

AIB offers professional training 
services in the field of finance and 
banking to local and international 
students and graduates, partici-
pants from other organisations and 

ACLEDA Institute of Business prepares 
students for successful banking careers 

the public, as well as the staff of 
AcledA Bank.

“Our vision is to be the leading 
business school with the highest 
quality standards for future genera-
tions to support the socio-economic 
development of cambodia and the 
wider region.

“We provide quality higher educa-
tion, through on-campus and digital 
courses, to build knowledge, profes-
sional skills, creative and innovative 
potential, experience, ethics and 
networking to enhance professional 
future careers. 

“Our motto is ‘An Institute for a 
Successful Professional career in the 
Financial Industry,” AIB managing 
director dr Phon Narin said. 

More than 400 students have 
graduated from the special training 
institute, which was set up in 2016 
and is located on Phnom Penh-Hanoi 
Friendship Boulevard.

As of October, AIB has offered 
66,066 training courses to 740,679 
AcledA Bank staff.

AIB provides Training of Trainers 
(ToT) to trainer members of AcledA 

Bank and provides new recruit 
training, introductory training, skills 
development training and refresher 
training to AcledA Bank manage-
ment and staff.

each academic year, AIB rewards 
high achievers by awarding schol-

arships, with 100 per cent offered 
for first place and 50 per cent for 
second, while for others a certificate 
of appreciation is presented.

AIB offers tailor-made training 
to meet an organisation’s areas of 
interest, and AIB staff also work 

with organisations to assess train-
ing needs, design curricula, deliver 
capacity building and participate in 
learning events. 

Such training is designed for or-
ganisations singly or in groups. 

Field visits are included to expose 

students to on-the-ground workings 
of AcledA in a variety of areas, 
such as credit, savings or back-office 
functions, including internal auditing 
and treasury management. 

In addition, the Study Visit 
Programme also allows local and 
international visitors to meet with 
AcledA Bank management and spe-
cialists to learn a variety of technical 
and managerial subjects as part of 
AIB’s activities. 

Another focus of AIB is the 
Building Inclusive Financial  
Sector Programme, which is  
specially organised for MFIs,  
central bankers, policy makers  
and government officials.

“After attending training  
courses with AIB, participants  
will have gained greater knowledge 
and skills based on the successful 
experience and the best practices  
of AcledA. 

“The training courses are designed 
to be participant-centred, focusing 
on how to get the best performance 
and increase productivity and 
profitability,” said Narin. 

Created to bolster 
knowledge and 
professional skills 
in the Kingdom, 
ACLEDA Institute of 
Business has been 
building careers in 
finance since 2016. 

AcledA Institute of Business provides quality higher education through on-campus and digital courses.  

More than 400 students have graduated from the institute.  

The signing ceremony for the establishment of the AcledA-ASeAN Regional Microfinance Training center with the support of the cambodian government and co-financed by Germany through KfW. 
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The signing ceremony for the establishment of the AcledA-ASeAN Regional Microfinance Training center with the support of the cambodian government and co-financed by Germany through KfW.
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ANNIVERSARY

From the
 management and staff of

CELEBRATING
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ACLEDA Bank – 
which since its 
founding has 
been dedicated 
to improving 

the quality of living for all 
segments of the community 
– is committed to corporate 
social responsibility (CSR) 
efforts across the Kingdom.

As “the Bank You Can Trust, 
the Bank for the People”, its 
ethical focus is reflected in 
working practices that are 
principled and honest, and that 
benefit Cambodian society.

ACLEDA is committed to 
respecting the environment and 
community while achieving 
strong, sustainable financial 
returns, and so subscribes to 
the “people, planet, profit” 
triple bottom line concept.

Its dedication to CSR saw 
the bank win the Asiamoney 
“Cambodia’s Best bank for CSR 
2020” award.

The UK-based, leading Asia-
focused financial publication 
praised ACLEDA’s CSR efforts 
for spanning “a much wider 
spectrum than many of its 
peers” and highlighted its 
longstanding focus on the 
environment. 

“The bank treats its CSR 
work as a more systematic 
responsibility than scattered 
acts of kindness.

“It has published an 
Environmental and Social 
Sustainability Report within its 
annual report each year since 
2002 – one year before it even 
received its licence from the 
National Bank of Cambodia to 
conduct a full range of banking 
services,” Asiamoney said.

ACLEDA currently employs 
five full-time environmental 
officers who regularly 
undertake training and 
refresher courses to coordinate 
the bank’s environmental 
activities and monitor 
performance.

Cambodia’s largest bank  
also supports renewable energy 
by providing loans related to 
biogas and solar.

ACLEDA is a regular donor 
to the Cambodia Kantha Bopha 
Foundation and the Cambodian 
Red Cross, as well as the 
Ministry of Education, Youth 
and Sport.

The bank’s donation of 
three billion riel ($744,000) 
to support the Cambodian 
government’s efforts in 
combating Covid-19 was 

highlighted by Asiamoney, as 
was its contributions to a wide 
range of initiatives, including 
the Airavata Khmer Elephant 
Foundation and the Cambodian 
Women Entrepreneurs 
Association.

“The Bank You Can Trust, 
the Bank for the People”, 
ACLEDA is proud to say its 
“corporate culture is built on 
respect for the society in which 
we operate and an inclusive 
perspective on our stakeholders 
embracing not just shareholders 
and staff, customers and 
business partners but the 
community at large”.

And this reflected in it 
being an equal opportunities 
employer, one that provides 
medical, provident fund and 
other benefits to its staff, and 

aims to be the most progressive 
in the Kingdom.

“The Bank You Can Trust, 
the Bank for the People”, 
ACLEDA fully subscribes to 
international conventions 
which prohibit the provision of 
credit to, or otherwise support, 
any activities that might harm 
the environment, be morally 
abhorrent or jeopardise human 
rights. 

It also follows the 
Convention on International 
Trade in Endangered Species of 
Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) 
rules on regulated wildlife or 
wildlife products. 

The bank has in place 
strict policies which forbid 
involvement with exploitative 
forms of forced or child labour, 
trade in weapons and munitions, 

gambling, casinos or brothels. 
Strict monitoring processes 

are in place which require 
customer contact staff to certify 
that any business conforms to 
these principles.

ACLEDA says there four key 
elements in its environmental 
and social sustainability (ESS) 
mission statement. 

These are to provide a 
framework of guidelines within 
which the bank can operate in 
a sustainable manner so that 
its impact on the environment, 
society and the community in 
which it operate is managed in 
a responsible way.

The bank aims to continue 
to introduce energy efficient 
systems into its buildings and 
to manage sensibly its energy 
requirements wherever we 

operate.
ACLEDA seeks to honour 

Cambodian society to promote 
an inclusive culture embracing 
not just shareholders and 
staff, customers and business 
partners, but respect for 
the individual within the 
community. 

It also recognises that 
supporting the community is 
not just morally sound but also 
good business – that “good 
health” and “prosperity” are 
mutually interdependent.

And with its commitment to 
CSR efforts across the Kingdom, 
its ethical focus and its 
dedication to its ESS mission, 
ACLEDA Bank is living up to its 
motto – by truly being “the 
Bank You Can Trust, the Bank 
for the People”. 

with csR efforts, AcLeDA living 
up to ‘Bank for the people’ motto

The ACLEDA-Jardines Education Foundation aims to provide all Cambodia an education.

The bank sponsored the National Entrepreneurship Awards 2021 . ACLEDA contributes to the Cambodia Women Entrepreneurs Association. Supporting the Kampot department of environment’s tree planting  drive. 

ACLEDA employees took part in a charity bike ride at Angkor Wat.

Appreciation letters from the Kantha Bopha Foundation (top) and Cambodian Red Cross. 
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special corporate ties bind 
Tang Meng Rath invest-
ments and acleDa Bank. 
cambodia’s oldest steel 
pipe and zinc distributor 

Tang Meng Rath boasts a sustain-
able business model for growth, while 
acleDa has a mission of providing 
capital to nurture local companies. 

For the past 16 years, Tang Meng 
Rath has used the bank’s financing to 
scale up its business. 

and the partnership continues to 
work smoothly. 

“While there are many banks in 
cambodia, we have been happy us-
ing acleDa’s services for the past 
16 years because our partnership has 
been successful as they understand 
our business needs. 

“There is a mutual understanding 
between us. Without this understand-
ing, we cannot do business, and 
acleDa Bank knows our business 
very well,” said Taing Meng Rath 
founder and ceO Taing Hovpuy.

established in 1991, Taing Meng 
Rath started by grinding steel manu-
ally, before venturing into pipe and 
zinc production in 2000. 

and in 2005, the company bor-
rowed capital from acleDa Bank to 
purchase raw materials from singa-
pore, Taiwan and china to produce 
its own pipes and zinc, which helped 
it expand business operations. 

The capital injection from acleDa 
Bank helped the company to compete 
and grow in the domestic market, 

with demand for its products rising 
as construction projects in the capital 
mushroomed.

The home-grown company cur-
rently has 23 sales outlets in 23 
provinces selling steel pipes and 
zinc, mostly for the construction of 
houses, factories and warehouses.

employing more than 100 workers 
at its factory in phnom penh and 
with some 200 external distributors, 
Taing Meng Rath is contributing to 
socio-economic development and 
poverty reduction in the Kingdom 
through job creation.

“i am proud to have provided 
employment for cambodians, includ-
ing allowing them to sell steel in the 
provinces for themselves. We help 
them, so if we have any emergency 
needs, they will help us in return,” 
said Hovpuy.

access to financing is often  
a critical constraint in the sMe  
sector, one that can stifle their 
growth, but for Taing Meng Rath 
the timely injection of funds was 
beneficial.

and acleDa – firmly in accor-
dance with its motto of “the Bank 
You can Trust, the Bank for the 
people”– rolled out strategies to help 
the business sector during the turbu-
lence of the covid-19 pandemic. 

it was one of the pioneer banks to 
join the government-initiated credit 
Guarantee corporation of cambodia, 
which was established to support 
businesses such as micro, small and 
medium enterprises, and even large 
companies.  

Borrowers can avail of financial  
support from participating Financial 
institutions (pFis) for investment, 

business expansion and working 
capital.  

cGcc’s guarantee will act as  
collateral or security for 70 to 80  
per cent of the loan amount bor-
rowed from the pFis – thus  
reducing the physical collateral 
required from borrowers. 

Hovpuy said acleDa’s support 
proved invaluable as Taing Meng 
Rath successfully navigated the 
tribulations brought about by  
covid-19.

“Businesses like Taing Meng Rath 
investment suffered with the pan-
demic, with many companies facing 
difficulties. 

“But acleDa Bank stepped in  
to help us during these tough times, 
and our company has continued  
to operate without interruptions,” 
he said. 

steel-maker tang meng Rath 
thrives with support of AcLeDA

Tang Meng Rath founder and CEO Taing 
Hovpuy. hean rangsey 

Tang Meng Rath is Cambodia’s oldest steel pipe and zinc distributor. supplied ACLEDA has helped with the company’s expansion. supplied 



aFTeR building a strong 
legacy of over a quarter 
century, future-ready 
acleDa Bank continues 

to lay strong foundations to offer 
holistic banking solutions to meet 
customers’ changing financial 
commitment in cambodia and 
beyond.

after breaking down the 
geographical boundaries by 
combining digital  and physical 
infrastructures, the home-grown 
bank is successfully catering to a 
diverse customer base – including 
individuals and corporate clients 
in urban, semi-urban and rural 
vicinities. 

The bank maintains a diversified 
hybrid infrastructure of 262 branches 
– gradually being transformed into 
self-service centres – 909 aTMs and 
4,462 point of sale (pOs) terminals, 
all enabling the rapid circulation of 
money in the economy. 

With its hallmark of offering 
superior banking services, acleDa 
offers a comprehensive suite of 
financial services – loans, fund 

transfer, savings, trade financing, 
internet banking, among others. 

supported by its digital 
infrastructure and branches, the bank 
is efficiently reaching out to the 
underbanked and unbanked segments 
– whether to assist farmers to work 
their farmland or provide working 
capital for sMes.

By narrowing the financing gap 
– some half a million cambodians 
today have access to acleDa Bank’s 
services – it is in the forefront driving 
financial inclusion in the Kingdom.  

“For the next 30 years people 
will see acleDa Bank, using the 
advanced technologies of big data and 
ai, as a business centre of excellence, 
providing quality, security and trust 
that is the signature of the bank,” said 
acleDa Bank president and Group 
Managing Director Dr in channy.

The bank’s efficient delivery 
ecosystem across the Kingdom 
comprising aTMs, self-service 

banking outlets, cash deposit, cash 
withdrawal machines, virtual teller 
machines (to open accounts and print 
cards) and term deposit machines 
(for fixed deposits) will serve as a 
powerful catalyst for the next wave 
of growth, he said.

“The bank’s future looks 
promising,” said channy, as 
business confidence on cambodia’s 
GDp growth is bolstered after the 
government efficiently curtailed the 
spread of the covid-19 pandemic. 

“cambodia’s growth outlook is 
expected to continue to recover 
as covid-19 related restrictions 
are lifted. Growth is projected to 
reach 4.5 per cent in 2022, but any 
renewed spread of the virus could put 
the recovery at risk,” said the World 
Bank in its December assessment.

Recovery in manufacturing 
exports and expansion of agricultural 
commodity exports will augur 
well for acleDa Bank as bulk of 

borrowers are involved in the agri-
related businesses.

“We can do better in 2022 because 
we have invested heavily in our 
digital infrastructure. We are building 
a large high security data centre to 
store our data and all these are plans 
for the future,” said channy. 

The construction of Disaster 
Recovery Data center in Kandal 
province will help data storage in a 
highly protected environment.

and the bank, with its digital 
infrastructure and upgraded products 
and services, is confident it can face 
future challenges.   

as of December 31, 2021, 
approximate total deposits  
increased to $5.53 billion, while 
approximate outstanding loans  
grew to $5.24 billion.

acleDa Bank has issued 1.51 
million debit cards and acleDa 
mobile app registered over two 
million users at the end of 2021. 

new generation AcLeDA Bank 
is ready for future challenges
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”
For the next 30  
years, people will 
see aCleda, using 
advanced technology,  
as a centre of excellence, 
providing quality, 
security and trust 
DR in CHAnny / president and  
group Managing direCtor 

ACELDA Bank is confident of improving its performance this year amid better GDP growth forecasts. yousos apdoulrashiM

ACELDA Bank has created a strong banking ecosystem to cater for a diverse clientele –  both in urban and rural areas.  yousos apdoulrashiM   
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We would like 
to extend 
our heartiest 
congratulations 

to ACLeDA Bank on their 30th 
anniversary. 

As a trusted technology partner, 
we have been proudly supporting 
ACLeDA for more than five years. 
We are particularly grateful to 
the leading Cambodian bank for 
selecting our solution for the 
launch of their e-shop on the 
ACLeDA mobile banking app.

TechAdwiser provides 
technological solutions to its 
clients around the world with the 
mindset of a longer-term partner 
rather than just as a project 
vendor. 

We strive to enable financial 
sector entities to harness the full 
power of modern technologies and 
build capacity locally to serve their 
customers and communities.

e-shop is a prominent example 
of where our technological 
capabilities complement ACLeDA’s 
business capabilities to create 
an innovative and powerful 
service to benefit customers and 
communities. 

ACLeDA’s management wanted 
a solution that was easy to use, 
could reduce the cost of payments 
and provided protection to buyers. 

Our UK-based company had 
developed a solution that we 
presented to ACLeDA management 
and they mandated us to 

implement it. 
As our solution uses 

technologies that were new to 
ACLeDA’s technology teams, 
there was a significant amount of 
training and technology transfer 
needed, including in artificial 
intelligence, scalability and 
“Request to Pay” feature. 

We are committed to providing 
further training and support to 

ACLeDA’s teams over the coming 
months so that they are able 
to manage most of the work 
internally. 

Such technology transfers are 
key to our approach in Cambodia, 
where there is significant potential 
for human resources development.

e-shop is easy to use, so even 
with just a mobile phone, smaller 
vendors can upload their products 

and access the digital sales 
channel. This allows even small 
vendors to share the same platform 
with larger retailers and compete. 
This will help in financial inclusion 
and poverty alleviation goals. 

e-shop uses ACLeDA’s powerful 
payment gateway for direct 
account-to-account payments, 
completely bypassing the need for 
a card in the payment process. This 

reduces the cost of transactions as 
there are no fees to be paid to card 
companies. 

This method of payment is 
becoming increasingly popular as 
it has the convenience of a wallet 
but the wider acceptability of a 
bank account – for example – 
buyer and seller both just need an 
ACLeDA bank account for payment 
to be processed. 

A major factor necessary to 
promote online sales in Cambodia 
and reduce reliance on the cash on 
delivery model is to give buyers 
confidence in the sellers and the 
whole sales process. 

This is where ACLeDA e-shop, 
using our technological solutions, 
plays a key role. 

For any sale on e-shop, the 
payment to sellers – unless the 
buyer chooses to do so earlier –  is 
released only after a “cooling off” 
period.

We are excited about this major 
milestone in the ACLeDA journey 
and are committed to making 
e-shop a huge success. 

We are now discussing 
cooperation with ACLeDA on 
onboarding merchants, providing 
support services and integrating 
with delivery platforms to increase 
the reach of ACLeDA e-shop. We 
are also launching our solution as 
an on Cloud platform that can 
benefit customers and merchants 
of other Banks and MFIs in the 
Kingdom. 

trusted technology partner techAdwiser 
hails AcLeDA Bank’s e-shop milestone



ACLeDA Bank – in line with 
its vision and mission – 
places great focus on the 
quality of its services and 

strives to be in close proximity to its 
customers. 

With traditional infrastructure 
– branches and offices – such an 
important part of the bank’s strategy, 
ACLeDA began expanding its 
network even before transforming 
into a commercial bank in 2003. 

Founded 30 years ago with a 
goal of providing inclusive financial 
services for all, ACLeDA Bank began 
expanding its branch network in 
1993 to get closer to its customers – 
even in remote areas.

That year saw expansion in 
Phnom Penh and Kandal, Banteay 
Meanchey, Siem Reap, Battambang 
and Kampong Cham provinces. 

Rapid expansion over the 
subsequent years resulted in the 
network encompassing the entire 
Kingdom, with Rattanakkiri and 
Mondulkiri provinces connected  
in 2006. 

At each office, it is not just 
about convenience or even brand 
image, but demonstrating ACLeDA 
Bank’s long-term commitment to 
the community by setting new 
standards in integrity, security 
and transparency in banking and 
safeguarding the assets of its 
customers.

With 262 branches in the capital 
and across all 24 provinces in 
Cambodia, ACLeDA Bank has the 
largest bricks and mortar network 
in the Kingdom for providing its 
services to all its customers in the 
community. 

And  such remarkable growth is 
not just confined to the Kingdom’s 
borders,  with ACLeDA Bank being 
the first Cambodian company to 
officially invest outside the country. 

With a clear mission and strong 
growth in the financial sector, 
in 2008 ACLeDA established a 
commercial banking subsidiary in 
Laos – ACLeDA Bank Lao Ltd. 

Then in 2013 ACLeDA obtained 
an operating licence from the 
Myanmar Microfinance Supervisory 

Committee to operate micro finance 
services, micro loan and deposits 
as it strategically looks to expand 
operations into the ASeAN region. 

ACLeDA  currently has 38 
branches in Laos  and 17 in 
Myanmar. 

While developing its traditional 
infrastructure throughout Cambodia 
and beyond, ACLeDA has kept 
abreast of technological advances. 

Automation in banking services is 
part of an expansion strategy in the 

Kingdom focusing on digitalisation, 
allowing customers greater access 
to banking wherever they are 
and whenever they want, both 
conveniently and securely. 

In 2007 ACLeDA established its 
electronic infrastructure, expanding 
it over the past 15 years to bring its 
customers a vast network of ATMs 
and point of sale (POS) devices across 
the Kingdom, as well as mobile 
banking tools, with which to enjoy 
efficient and convenient banking. 

By allowing customers to carry 
out transactions wherever they 
are rather than having to travel 
to a physical branch – in line 
with ACLeDA’s strategies – digital 
financial services have gained great 
acceptance among the Cambodian 
population.

ACLeDA was one of the first 
major banks in Cambodia to launch 
a mobile banking app, with ACLeDA 
Unity in 2010.

And it continues to develop and 

upgrade its digital banking, with the 
latest “ACLeDA mobile” app enabling 
customers to easily access all types 
of banking services – including cross 
border payments to Thailand. 

Providing a convenient and secure 
way to manage all daily banking 
transactions at any time and from 
anywhere with just a smartphone, 
more than two million people in 
Cambodia were using the “ACLeDA 
mobile” app as of the end of last 
year. 

AcLeDA creates most extensive 
network to be closer to clients
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Customers enjoy a vast system of ATMs across the Kingdom. YOUSOS APDOULRASHIM

With a goal of providing inclusive financial services, an extensive branch network has long been an important part of the ACLEDA Bank strategy. YOUSOS APDOULRASHIM

ACLEDA has 262 branches across the capital and all 24 provinces. YOUSOS APDOULRASHIM
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